Greenhouses extend season

Amerlca's green thumb seems to
be gelling greener, as more new
homes are addlng greenhouses to
lengthen the growing seasan for the
home gardencr,

If you're consldering a greens
house, be aware they've come a long
way from the leaky backyard pott.
ing sheds of the past, Recent advane-
es In technology have led to an ex-
plosion In residential greenhouses,
For customer-designed units, the

plants are sometimes at odds,” says
Donald Watson, an archltect who has
designed greenbouses. Watson sug-
gests that Lhese factors be consid-
ereg that will affect deslgn and cost:

® Purpose and locatlon. Wil the
greenhouse be used solely for grow-
Ing plants? Wil it be o recreatlon
area or both? What about location?
If the greenhouse Is to be used to col-
lect solar energy, the best exposure
Is to the south or, to a lesser extent,

features can be built into the addl-
tion, such as automatlc shades that
can provide shading in the summer
and insulatlon In the winter; heat re-
flecting and Insulatlng glass and
plastics; and dark masonry floors
that absorb heat during the day and
release [t at night.

The heating system of the maln
house — as well as the clectrical
system can often be extended to the
addition, Energy bills can be sub-

National Greenh
(NGMA)
hirtng an archltect.
“The elements needed for design-
g a space for both people and

ers

Plan to cut energy in

Colorade Sen. Tim Wirth an-
nounced a scries of suggestions to
{mprove energy efficiency In houstng
in the United States, Including a plan
to raise the Insulatlon standards
used for federal-assisted housing.

Wirth, a member of the Scnate En-
eegy and Natural Resources Com-
mittee, announced the plans at a fo-
rum in Washington, D.C., by the Alll-
ance to Save Encrgy, a non-profit
coalitlon of buslness, government
and consumer leaders.

to th or .

Unless properly deslgned, green-
houses can be more expensive to
heat than ordinary rooms because of
the lack of insulatlon. Encrgy-saving

“With the proper polley mix, good
energy pollcy can be good economic
pollcy, good housing policy and good
environmental pelicy,” Wirth said.

He sald that If energy consump-
tion would be cut by 25 percent In
the housing sector, the equlvalent of
400 milllon barrels of oll would be
saved each year.

‘The five plans will be part of two
bills before the Senate, Wirth said.

The first would allow consumers

reduced by 4
separate thermostat to turn off pow-
or when not in use.

An lmportant element of green-
house design is air circulation and

molsture control to prevent conden-
satlon damage. The nalural move-
ment of air, or cenvection, can be
achieved by placing vents in the roof
or wall to expe) warm alr while tak-
ing In cooler air through lower wid-
ows. Sometimes a comblnation of
fans and windows wlll work. Drains
can often be [nstalled for control of
v;mu'r runoi{ caused by condensa-
tion.

For a copy of the booklet, “Resi-
dentlal  Greenhouses/Solar  Room
Planning,” send a self-addressed,
stamped envelope to NGMA, Dept.
AL P.O, Box 567, Pana, JI\. 62557,

housing proposed

1o include the cost of energy im-
provements within their mortgages
while the second would raise effi-
ciency standards for homes built
with federal assistance, Wirth said.

"With recent advances [n bullding
technology, higher cnergy costs and
the growing atfordability crisis, such
amove Is overdue,” he said.

A third plan would create a na-
tional voluntary ratings system to
nicasure encrgy offi he said.

Other efforts would be to Include
energy efficlency measures in the al-
towable costs covered by federal as-
sistance payments and (o invest
mare in energy efficlency in Im-
provement assistance projects by
the Department of Housing and Ur-
ban Development.

“The federal government pays
more than $1 billion each year for
the cnergy bills of public housing.
Much of thls could be avoided with

t-effecti

" he said.
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Don't lose your rate due
to construction delays.

Transohio’s NEW CONSTRUCTION
RATE LOCK will secure your loan
rate for up to 270" days.

10 1ind out more abaut our
NEW CONSTRUCTION RATE LOCK
Call your Transohlo Representative at

258-6440

extra mile makes

viewing Drake's
Crossing well

worth the drive.

We grant you, that's 3 sirong statement,
But the luvury condos at Drake's
Crossing also Iet you make a stron,
statement abaut living the good life.

And it’s more than the stunning look of
spacious living rooms, lofis, & fireplaces.
H's that we give you eptions. To design a
deninstead af bedroom. To crealea
diffeeent room ealrance. To overlook a
golf course, You cven have the option of
choosing cither 2 townhouse or a ranch.

Amenities include:
¢ Wood-buming
Fireplace
Gounnet Kitchen
Full, Extra-Decp
Basements

First Floor Laundry
2-Car Drywalled
Attached Garage
Ceramic Tile Baths
Plus your chaice of

.o

A aubsidlary ot Transohia Savings Dank wiih asseis of 8.5 bitlion.

N, 2 6ro0reme. 120 ays 1 Haot e,
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The key to finding your dream
home...

THE

yourself, Call today.
Then make the drive,

And from only $130,000. Kitchen Woodwork,
These are just a few of the choices Tri. Carpeting, Tile...
Mount can give you, Butsce for and much more

4781565

On Grand River, Betw. Drake & Halstead
Open Daily from 1.6, except Thursday.

A Tri-Mount
Develipment

®bgerber & Fccentrit

NEWSPAPERS -

Creative
Living

Right here
every

-, Monday
‘ \‘3 & Thursday
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This greenhouse serves as an entrance and sitting area
with sliding doors that apen for cross-ventilation during
warm wceather. During cold months, it is an airlocked
greenhouse and Florida room.

o bt 10 promde practual Lvng
Tach, eewderdr n provded wah a
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Perfect Home And
Added Water.

Enjoy nearly 1000° of sandy beach on Loon Lake, one of the
area’s cleancst all-sports lakes! Two bedrooms. den, fireplace.,
clubhouse. pool. day:
Live the lake dife — for about what you'd pay for a landbound condo!

-time docking facilities, casy marina access.

Phase IV from $114,900 t0 $179.900.

Bty

Glysson Realty, Inc.
QOpen Daily 1-6 p.m. Weekends 1-5 p.m,

Closed Thursday.
Dixic Hwy. at Watkins Lake Rd.
Drayton Plains

673-6776.
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