By Loraine McClish
statl writer

HEN KATHLEEN Dobbs
was working as a regi:
tered nurse at Henry

Ford lospital in De-
troll about 10 years ago she saw phy.
siclan assistants in action. And the
more she saw, the more the ficld ap-
pealed to her, Today she is one.

“Not a great deal of people know
ctly what a physician stant
the Farmington resident said.
“There are exactly 643 of them in
Michigan. And for every one of them
there are 20 jobs waiting,

“The field is so wide open you can
just about pick and choose where
want Lo work amf what you want to
specialize in," she said

Dobbs went back to school 10 be-
come certified, was hired by Harper
Hospital, and works with two physi-

Physician assist
Highly sought-after members of the health care

cians who specialize In bead and
neck cancer.,

“That was my choice, That Is what
I'wanted," she said.

She has a few 12 hour days [n her
schedule and has two small children
at home hut still finds time to be an
adjunct faculty member at Merey
College, teaching physician assistant
student classes. And she is an active

er of the Michigan Academy
ian Assistants, which pro-
motes the role of the physiclan as-
sistants and acts as the watchdog
agency for legislative concerns.

A PHSYCIAN assistant s a mid-
level health professional who
through educaticn and training is
qualified to provide a wide range of
medical care and care in a specialty
arca. They work crder physician su-
n and can perform many of
s traditionally done by Lhe
n.

The assistanls practice [n almost
all health care seitings, but are prob.
ably best known for thelr patlent ed-
ucation and counseling skills.

"For most of us {'s a second ca-
reer for people who have had cxpo-
sure to working in health care,”
Daobbs said.

“There is no doubl in my mind
that of the people § know in this field
we all coutd have all been accepled
inte medical school. For a very few
being an assistant was a siepping
stone (some have become doctors).
But for most of us this is what we
are and this s what we want to be.

“For ¢ — and many of my col-
leagues — it was an extremely prac.
tical thing teo do what with the fac-
tors of time and money and babies
and family life.

"1 work directly with the patient
and family. There is no middleman. 1
enjoy the interaction with the social

The Dallas Brass

The Dallas Brass brings o new dimension to
the traditional brass quintet with the addi-

tion of a per

tion and original arrangements. The ensem-
ble will be in concert to benefit Harrison

High School Band and Orchestra Boosters at

p.m. Wednesday, Dec. 6, in the school,
29965 12 Mile Road. Reserved seats are S8
and $6, available by calling the school's mu-
sic department, 489-3508.

wurker or other consultants.”

Physiclan assistant programs
were begun in the mld-1960s to
offset a shortage of doclors, In 1976
there were fewer than 1,500 practic-
Ing in the U.S. Today there are about
35,000 physician assistants In the
country, including the part-timers.
And the job market remains strong
in most states.

Average pay is §33,000 a year.

1IN MICHIGAN, cducation 1o qual-
Wy as a physician assistanl is offered
by Muerey College of Detroit and
Western Michigan University in Ka)-
amazoo.

The Michigan Academy of Physi-
cian Assistants is housed in the Mich-
igan State Medica) Soclety Building,
Suite 102, 1305 Abbott Road, Lansing

The academy’s number is 1-517-
337.9797.
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'For me — and many of
my colleagues — it
was an extremely
practical thing to do
what with the factors
of time and money and
babies and family life.’

- Kathieen Dabbs‘

Chorus sings Reflections

The Farmingten Community Cho-
rus presents its 10th annual winter
concert entitled “Holiday Reflec:
tion” at 8 p.m. Friday and Saturday,
Dec. 8 and 9, in Harrison High School
auditorium, 29995 12 Mile,

The chorus will perform
seasonal favorites including “White
Christmas,” “Sleigh Ride,” ittle
Drummer Boy." and a newly pub-
tished Hanukkah song “Lamp Burn-
& in the Night.” Another new seng,
“Christmas Memuries™ is a favorite
of the chorus,

The minglones, a select group
of 16 voices, add some heliday cheer
with a Jazz rendition of “Jingle
Bells.” Small ensembles, duets, and
solo performances will round out the
evening,

The 90 voices of the Farminglon
Community Chorus are under the
directorship of Donald Stromberg
with accompaniment by Susan Garr.

Tickets may be purchased at the
door for $4 for adults and $3 for sen-
ior citizens and students. Children 10
and under are admitted free. Tickets
are also avajlable in advance {from
any chorus member or in City of
Farmingion Mills Department of
Special Services at 31555 11 Mile

0ad.

For other information, contact
chorus manages Sue McLean al 489-

3539,

any

UK-M professor talks about upheaval in USSR

The Nationa) Council of Jewish
Wormnen, Greater Detroit Section, and
its Businy nd Professional Branch
will preseat 2vi Gitelman, professor
of palitical science at the University
of Michigan, at 7:30 p.m. Thursday,
Nav, 30 In Adat Shalom Synagogue,
in Farminglon Hills. It is open 1o the
publie at no charge.

Professor Gitelman’s talk is “Sovi-

et Jewry and Political Upheaval in
the R and grows out of his
extensive interest in and knowledge
of the Jews of the Soviet Union.

In addition to his position in the U-
M political science department, he Is
also the university's Preston R.
Tisch Professor of Judaic Studics.
He holds degrees from Columbia
College, The Jewish Theological

Seminary and Columbia University,
where he received his docturate. He
is the author of numerous articles
and books, including his 1988 work,
“A Century of Ambivalence: The
Jews of Russta and the Soviet Union,
1880-Present.” He speaks six lan-
guages and is active on behalf of
many Jewish organizations, both in
the U.S. and in Israel.

The program is sponsored by the
group's public relations department,
headed by vice president Carol Sue
Coden. and the Business and Profes-
sional Branch, headed by co-presi-
dents Barbara Vorenberg and Rena
Shanaman. Rita Selburn is the sec-
tion's program chatrman, and
Doreen Gordon serves as viee chair-
man
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Sue Mclean (from

letl) E,’K, Beall and Jeanelte Maher are ready 1o spread some.’
holiday cheer when the 10th annual winter concert talkes,
place Friday and Saturday, Dec. 8-9. -

Singer in concert

Darlene Welch, a Christian vocal-
ist and pianist will visit Detroit First
Church of the Nazarene Sunday, Dec.
3. The church is at 21260 Hagger

Welch will sing with the sanctuary
choir in the morning services at 9:30

am. and 11 am. At € pm. she will
be in concert.

Welch has traveled the country as
a song evargelst, and as a speaker
in women's ministries, youth pro-
grams and church revivals, .-
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years will be measured with precislon

Shaping the future.
Rado's “La Coupole” combines high-tech materials with timeless elegance.

The dome-shaped scratchproof crﬁsui will retain its luster for years. And those
y our state-of-the-art watersealed Swiss

Available for men and women, '
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