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teams entertain champlonship hopes.

. RANDY BORST/statf pholographor
North's Matt Hotfman (left) and Harrlson’s Rob Karbowski are two sizable reasons why their

By Ray Sotlock
statf writer
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talent last season.”

North Farmington’s boys basketball team boasts one
of the area's best players.

Although Norih coach Tom Negoshian refuses to put
pressure on senior Matt Hoffman, he admits the S-foot-
10 guard has the potential to carry the Raiders to a
division champlonship.

Averaging 18 points last season, Holfman earned all-
league and All-Observerlard honors. He also averaged

“He's our leader on the floor,” Negoshian said. “He
has the ability to run the show, both physically and emo-
tionally. Hoffman Is enc of the best guards In the state,
and I'm Just happy (o kave him on our team.”

Negoshian thinks it would be unlfair to expect only
great things from Hoifman desplte the acclaim he has

"GIVING MATT added pressure would be unfalr,”
Negoshian said. "I just want Matt to fulflll hls role, and
the team will be in good shape.”

‘The Ralders managed to finish with a respectable 10+
10 record last season and were 5-5 in the Lakes Division
of the Western Lakes Activities Association,

But the record says even more when you consider
North's starting lineep consisted of all underelassmen.
North's only notable loss was guacd Joe Sturtz,

“We are in excellent shape,” Negoshlan said. “Almost
all of our key guys thls year were the main crop of

At center for the Raiders ls 6-foot-6 senior Eric Carl-
son, Out with mononucleosis much of last scason, he
made a strong showlng tate In the season.

Handling the chores at forward wil) be 6-5 junfor Bill
Chwalik and 6-2 junior Chris White. White, a glfted ath-

basketbéll |

lete who made the All-Observer football team, was a
starter last season, and Chwalik was ane of the first off
the bench. .

TAKING SOME of the pressure off Hoffman at guard
wlll be 6-1 senlor Brian Temple.

“1t’s a little too carly to tell who will be our big guns,”
Negoshian said. “Thankfully, we have a jot of good can-
didates, .

Negoshlan expects guards John Low and Jon Sturtz to
play important reserve roles.

“These guys should be able to come off the beach and
contribute,” he sald.

Heading into the campaign, Negoshlan considers hly
team young but experienced.

“There is no doubt about It; we are young," he sald,
“But [ feel these guys have experience from last scason,
and that should make up for thelr youth." -

1f one thing is certain, the Ralders are eager to get
the scason started. Negoshian said hls players are get-
ting tired of playing each other in practice.

“SIE TEAM IS VERY excited to get things started,”
he sald. "It gets boring and repetitious banging on the
same people every day in practice, These guys
Ing ferward to playing somcone in a dlfferent unlform.”

are look-

Negoshlan sees tough opposition ahead for the Raid-

ers but believes his team can see its way through. He
says a Lakes Division title Ls not out of the question.
“The whale icague will be tough and our division will
be very competitive,” he said. “But I {ee! our tearm is
strong enough to give everybody a run for thelr money.”

Hawks ready to defend division crown .

By Ray Satlock
stalt writer

In athletlec competition, winning back-to-
back champicnships is somethlng rarely
seen. Few teams arc able to malntaln the
winntng edge.

Farmington Hills Harrlson boys basket-
balt coach Mike Teachman belleves his team
has a good chance of repeating as division
champions despitc a young crop of players,

The Hawks posied an 18-4 overat) record
last seasor. They finlshed 9-1 in the Western
Divislon of the Western Lakes Activitles As-
saclation.

Harrison bowed to Redford Bishop Bor-
gess in the Class B district finals. With the
loss came the end of two lllustrious careers.

Faorward Chad Burgess and guard Jason

Falcon cagers
eye new season

Lichtman werc the backbone of Harrison's
success. Burgess accumulated 999 carcer
points, and Lichtman averaged 10 polnts per
game.

“THOSE WERE two Important players
for us (o lose,” Teachman sald. "They were
excellent athletes,”

Bryan Wauldron also was a key player
durlng much of the season until he left the
team durlng the week of the district tourna.
ment, and Harrlson also lost center Marcus
Mack to graduatlon,

The Hawks wllt look to senlors Mill Cole-
man and Rob Karbowskl to be the team
leaders this scason.

Caleman, an all-state quarterback on the
Harrison football team, will shift gears and
direct the basketball team at polnt guard.

“MIill Coleman is just a great guy and an
excellent athlete,” Teachman sald. “He en-
Joys competing and ranks as one of the all-
time hest competitors I've ever coached.”

Karbowski, at 6-foot-4, will play center
for the Hawks. According to Teachman, he
has great leaping abllity.

“Karbowski could jump right out of the
building if he wanted to,” Teachman said.
“He should give us good stability on the
boards.”

THE HAWKS will also add two transfers
to this season's roster, Andy Smith and Steve
Singleton, both juniors, arc expected to con-

- tribute.

Smith, & 6-2 forward, transferred from
Waterford Kettering, and Singleton, a 6.1
guard, comes to the Hawks from Southfield.

“Both Smith and Singleton have good ath-
letic abilily,” Teachman sald. “They should
be fine additions to our team.”

Coming up from the junlor varstiy squad
are 6-6 center Paul Gilvydis and 6-3 forward
Blazo Sarcevich.

*Glilvydis has excelleni work habits and (s
an extremely strong kid,” Teachman sald.
will help our He Is
capable of many rebounds and proved It on
the junior varsity level. There were times
when he grabbed 20 or 21 tn a game.”
The Hawks wlill use thelr mixture of new
players and scasoned veterans to chlp away
at opponents.

Harrison used no more than seven players
in a game last season, but Teachman says

fans can expect-to see 11 or 12 phym‘;m
every game this year,

"WE ARE A much deeper team,” he sald.
“Although most of the players are young,
they arc talented.” .

Teachman believes Harrlson's chances of
repeating as divislon champion depends on
the progress of tha younger players.

“If those players get better and betier
with each game, we have as good a chance
as anyone,” he sald. “I belleve we will imy-
prove and mold together as a team with
each game. Wec'll be in the hunt come
March."

Harrison begins the scason Tuesday when
1t plays host to West Bloomfleld.

By Ray Sellock
stalt writer

The late Paul “Bear™ Bryant, for-
mer football coaching Jegend at Ala-
bama, sajd: “Loslng is bad but fail-
ing to rebound with victory Is horri-

o

After suffering through a losing
scason a year ago, the Farmington
boys basketball tcam hopes It's
ready to start racking up some victo-
ries.

The Falcons scttled for a 5-16
overall record and 2-8 mark In the
Lakes Dlvision of the Western Lakes
Activitles Assoctation,

But the start of a ncw year always
brings renewed optimism.

“The teams attitude Is real good,”
Farmlngton coach Bob Kaump sald.
“We anticipate a better season than
a year ago.”

OFFENSIVELY, Farmington will
have to deal with the loss of Mike
Meyers and Joson Brown, both of
whom averaged nine points per
game last scason and were the
team's top rebounders.

“We will really miss thelr helght,”
Kaump sald. “They were both 8-foot-
5 and could control the boards."

Senlor center Greg Bjedov wlll be
asked to atep In and handle the re-
bounding this scason,

At 6-fool:2, Bjedov docsn't give
the Falcons a lot of helght, but nc.
cording to Kaump, should make up
for that (krough determination,
Bjedov averaged seven points Jast
season,

Senior forward Eric Miller also
whl be counted on for rebounds,
Kaump says the 6-foot-1 Miller has
the ability to grab a lot of them.

1. “He's a goosy inside player,”

Kaump said, "He will get his share
of rebounds.™

THE FALCONS will rotate three
guards In their offensive scheme.
Five-foot-10 Brian Browne, 5-8 P.J.
Green and 5-10 Chris Schinid are ex-
pected to work the perimeter for
Farmington.

Kaump s conlident hls guards are
capable of shootlng the basketball
?n% handling much of the scoring

oad,

"“They are all great shooters,” he
said. “All three can run the floor for
us and do It well.”

Forward Wes Brockman and cen-
ter Derck Mchraban are expected to
help the Falcons off the bench.
Kaump says he expects to use just
seven players per game.

“We arc not & decp team,” he sald.
“We witl probably go with the same
seven guys each game."

Kaump's expectations are high for
(ke upcoming campaign, He belleves
improvements have been made since
last season,

“f THINK we've lurned the pro-
gram up a couple of notches,” he
said. “I am looking to upbent the
program. Nobody Ilkes to lose."”

With a relatlvely short team,
Kaump says fans can cxpect tosce a
running actlon-oriented team thls

year,

“We will not be afratd to control
the tempo and fast break every now
and then,” he sald. .

Kaump added the players display
a positive altitude and are eager to
get things dona on the court.

“The team's attitude Is good, and
thal's very Important,” Kaump sald.
“Many of the guys suffered through
Tast season’s drought, and it's nice to
sec thegY rebound so well.”

One plsyer Farmington is hoping to
'om ia guard Brian Browne.
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i\ut some perimoter acor-

Effort earns runner
award in her name-

8y M.8. Dlllon
stalf writer

Mike Krafchak flgures he's
coached about 300 runners since he
began his carcer at Redford Unlon

flrst as glrls cross country coach at
Plymouth Salem High School, he
established the team’s most prestl-
gious award In honor of oenc of
those athletes — Joanne Crippen.

He says plcking her out was
casy. “She deserves it,” Krafchak
sald.

A scason of suspense ended with
Krafchak's presentation of the
award to senlor Jennifer Harris at
the Rocks' recent awards banquet.

“When I flrst started coaching at
Redford Unlon, my flrst team bad
this lady, Joanne Crippen, on It
safd Krafchak In introducing the
guest at the head table in Salem's
cafcteria,

“She ‘:iellned my formula for

success.

It was 1974 — shortly after
zchools, foreed into actlon by Title
IX, offered women's sports. Just
three women at RU were Interest-
ed in running competltively, So
Crippen ran cross country with the
boys team and became one of a
handful of women competing la the

state,

“It was the first year girls were
allowed to run. I was the girls
coach and really didn't want the
Job,” Krafchak recalled. "“Two peo-
plo - Joanne and a hurdler — de-
clded what the program at RU
would be. Joanne cstablished =
work ethic.”

CRIPPEN, NOW Joanno Crip-
pen Piaseck!, trained In cut-off
jeans end shoes that would make

High School in 1973, This year, his -

her shudder today. She was deter:
mined to be a sprinter, asthma not-
withstandIng.

“l declded to try out as &
sprinter, because I was pretty
fast,” sald Crippen Plasecki, now a
Farmington Hills resldent. “But 1

wasn'l competitive.”

Kralchak suggested she give dis-
tance running a try.

“I remember when he told us to
go out and do {lve miles. Ilooked at
him like he was nuts,” she said with
alaugh, .

Before long, the would-be
sprinter {ell in love with distance
running. While at RU, Crippen Pl
asecki was All-Invitatlonal in al-
most cvery Invitational meet she
entered. Her second year running
track, the 5:14 miler was good
enough to travel to the state moet.

In the fall of 1974, she ran &
19:38 three mile (n a cross country
wmeet at Grand Ledge. To compare |
her performance to that of his 1939
team, Kralchak translates Crippen -
Pirsecki’s three-mile time of 19:38 |
to a 20:15 5K, which would rank
second on Salem's all-time lUst of
fastest B-kllometer runs. Harris,
with a 20:52, s the only member of
(hls year’s squad to crack the top

0.

versity with such atandouts as Sue.
Parks, still among Michigan's elite:
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