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County commission eyes code of ethics

By Pat Murphy cording to the resolution Introduced
staft wrlter Thursday.
The resolution was referred 1o
‘Two count; say it's after mixed
time Oakland County developed a  reaction, N

“comprehensive code of ethics” for
cmployces as well as lllcclcd and ap-
pointed officiala.

Commissioncrs Thamas A. Law
and Marilyna E. Gosling Introduced
2 resolution at last week's meeting
of the board of commissioners call-
ing for a code of ethies formulated
by the personnel department, the
prosecutor’s office and the county's
corparation counsel.

The code would be aimed at avaid-
ing conflicts of interest, potential
conflicts of interest as well as other
questionable behavior, such as prof-
iting from inside jnformation, ac-

Killings prompt look at ATM

By Pat Murphy
stalf writee

it they're in scrious trouble, cus-
tomers at aulomatie teller machines
should be able to reach out and touch
someone, according to an Oakland
County commissioner.

Marilynn E. Gosling, R.Bloom-
field Hills, has introduced a resolu-
tlon asking the counly’s Emergency
Managment Division te look into the
possibility of installing i1 9-1-1 emer-
pency phone system at ATM loca-
tions.

The county's 9-1-F system enables
a persen to summon help almost im-

“1 think It (a code of ethles) s a
rood idea,” said board chairman Roy
Reweld, ft-Rochester. “I think we
should ook into this."

County Executive Danie! T. Mur-
phy disagreed.

“i dont think it s necessary,
Adults shouldn't need to told
what’s right and what Isn't.”

LAW, A REPUBLICAN from West
Bloomlield, said he favors a code of
cthics because of what he considers
10 be "recent incidents of bad judg-
ment.

“No cthics code is going to make
dishonest people cthical,” sald Law,

diately by calling that three-digi
number, rather than dialing a specif-
ic number for police, fire or ambu-
lance service.

For most parts of the county sys-
tem, the caller doesn't have to speak
because his or her location is auto-
matically flashed to the emergency
dispatcher,

“Thete have been recurrent prob-
lems at some ATM locations,” Gosl-
ing said In her resolution Introduced
at Thursday’'s mceting of the board
of comlssioners. “And use (of
ATMs) carrlcs a potential for crimi-
nal activity.!

Weight loss program
introduced to area women

DETROIT= At women are invited
10 try i fiew progeanm to help them
Tose welpht through a new method
asing videotipes al home,

In Control = A Tfome Video
Weighl Loss Program s used by
the American Heast Assoviation

in its headth promeonon program,
Heart at Work,

People interested in using the In
Control program in their own home
muay now call the distributor, Health
Products Marketing, toll free at
[0 SR A Program Director
will call you back with information
anel cost,

Call wday, between 9 and 6, 1o
ALt the program by December 33th

a lawyer. “But there arc a lot of
very Intelligent people around who
don’t kave one ounce of common
sense. ] belleve an ethics code will
provide some guidelines.”

Employees and offlclals live in a
fishbowl, Law sald. “We have lo
avoid even the appearance of Im-
propriety.”

He envisions a simple, but com-
prehensive code to be presented to
an individual when he or she be-
comes part of county government.

“The code coutd also be reviewed
perlodlcally aud slgned," Law satd.

“We don't want anybody saying, ‘I
dldn t know' something was prohibit-

Gnsli g, a Republican from
Bloom(ield Hills, said she envisions
an cthics code that provides deter-

GOSLING SAID her measure was
prompted by the Nov, 9 robbery of
Glenn Tarr, a 53-year-old business-
man who was forced at gun-point to
withdraw $500 from an ATM in Ro-
chester Hills before he was killed.

His wifc was also killed.

Gosling, whose district includes
Rochester Hills, admitted she didn't
know what it would take to put 9-1.1
systems in ATMs. But she asked
county officials to investigate and
report back within 90 days.

A spokesperson for the National
Bank of Detroit, however, wasn't
sute the idea s practical.
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rent as well as punishment.

“Hopefully just having one wlll
deter any questlonable conduct,” she
said. “But any ethlcs code would
have to include puniskment.”

Gosling sald some indlvidual coun-
ty departments — including the
health department and the prosecu-
tor’s offlce — already have some
code of conduct or rules governing
behavior.

But when rules of conduct exist,
they are fragmented among a myri-
ad of statutes, pollcies and merit
system rules, Gosling sald.

A SPECIFIC CODE of ecthles

growth over the last 15 yecars —
when the county budget tnereased
from $49 million to more than $295
mlllion — has enlarged the nature of
county government and simulta-
neously ereated circumstances for
which there are no pollcles or rules.

While they believe most county
employees and officials are ethical,
in private discussions Gosling and

w 2aid a recent incident suggests
the need for a code of ethics.

That was the internal Investiga-
tion conducted withln the health de-
pariment carlier this year, he said.

"It {the incident) could have been
but it told me some-

would provide emp! and clect-
cd and appolnted officials with
“standards of conduct by which to
perform their duties.”

Gosling and Law sald rapid

safety

“We are very concerned about the
salety of our customers,” said M.
Renee Ahee, 2nd vice president of
pubile aifairs for NBD, the bank that
owns the ATM from which Glenn
Tarr was forced to withdrawal mon-
ey before being killed.

“We are constantly reviewing so.
curity procedures,” she said. “But 1
don’t think a 9-1-1 number would
have helped Mr. Tarr.”

Ahee sald her bank experimented
with an emergency phenc system
several years ago but dlscarded the
idea after phones “were stolen, bro-
ken and otherwise vandalized.”
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Welll ber servingg retreshrnents and feataring
mtonmal maodeting ol oar holiday tashions all day:
You'll also enjoy tips on accessorizingd and
petite wardiobing as well as musical enteriainment,

Sa da stop by, We look torward 10 secingt you.
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CREATORS OF PINE JEWELRY

N\ accenortes with the
listinctive g, Greenstone’

thing is drastically wrong.”
He was referring to an interna) In-

vestigatlon by health department of-
ficials after a series of newspaper
articles disclosed that some Inspec-
tors were Involved In questionable
practlces.

Two were fired, another demoted
and three others disclplined after of-
ficlals uncovered that they had not
disclosed thelr interests in land de-
velopment businesses.

Some of the employees are ap-
pealing their sanctlons before the
county's Personnel Appeal Board.

The code of ethles resolution was
referred to two commlttees — Gov-
ernment and Transportation and
Personnel for discussion and refer-
ral back to the board of commlssion-
ers, possibly as early as January.
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Christmas wishes
come true
at...

IMPRESSIVE SAVINGS

No Finance Charges

Dmbaessanuptmnmbul(r
toheart disease, kidney disease
and blindness. So when you
support the American Di bc(t:s
Association, you fight some.
bofthe worst diseases of

jour time. "

FYI'CAN MAKE

YOUR HOLIDAY

LESS HECTIC.
IN SEARCH OF THE
PERFECT HOLIDAY
DRESS! AYOID THE

THRONGS OF SHOPPERS

AND LET OUR

PROFESSIONAL STAFF
OF CONSULTANTS SHO?
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FOR TOU. AND I(F 1T
A GIFT YOU'RE
LOOKING FOR, WE'L
HELP YOU FIND IT,

3 For 60 Days
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FRESENT~INFORMATIO
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PREFERENCES, SIZES,
HOBBIES, ETC. WE'LL

EVEN HAVE YOUR GIF
WARAPPED FOR A
SPECIAL TOUCH. SOM
THINGS ARE TOO
GOOD TO BE TAUE.

GIVE US A CALL AND
LET US KNOW HOW WE

CAN SERVE YOU.
FYI® S A
COMPLIHENTARY
WARDROBE AND
SHOPPING SERVICE,
CALL TODAY FOR
APPOINTHENT,
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Fut. The Fashion of Choice.
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