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Bills to keep open space held up in Senate

By Tim Richard
staff writor

. A dozen bllls allowlng neighbor-
hoods (o set up special assessment
districts to reserve open space arc
bogged down in the Senate Local
. Government Commitice.

= “They're not golng anyplace until
January,” sald Rep. David Honig:
man, R-West Bloomlield, who al-
- .
“

By Pat Murphy
stalf writor

o
¥ Republican county commissioners
have been accused of dragging their
feet on the 1 of

ready has won House passage of
House Bills 4120 to 4131.

Realtors, home builders and
apartmient owners associatlons op-
posed the bills, fearing they would
cxpand government's power (0 con-
demn private property for public
use.

THE FIVE.MEMBER Senate
commitice Wednesday saw Us

its $470,000 solid waste program
that includes incineratlon, recycling
and composting grass clippings and
Teaves.

Pernick charged Republicans

dnother commissioner who Is resign-
ing 10 take a job with the solid waste
division.

The accusation was made at
Thursday's meeting of the Oakland
County Board of Commissioners by
Lawrence R. Pernick, D-Southfield.

He sald Republicans decided 1o
dccept the cesignatlon of the com-
missioner — Anne M. Hobart, R-Mil-
ford — on Jan. 1, rather than Dec.
31, so they could appoint a successor
rather than have a special election.

; Hobart, chairman of the Planning
and Building Committee, is resign-
ing to become a Raison between the
the solid waste division of the coun-
ty's Department of Public Works
and various Oakland communities.

1 The job, which pays about $32, 000,
was advertised in October and drew
18 applicants, according to commis-
sioner Marllynn E. Gosling, R-
Bloomfictd Hills.

“Six were climinated because they
Jacked the basic requirements,” she
sald. “But all others (including
lobart) were evaluated on their
qualifications.”

HOBART HAS BEEN mentioned
as a candidate for the job for several
months, as the county implements

were to hand-pick a suc-
cessor to Hobart by delaying her res-
ignation until after Jan. 1. Had she
resigned prior to Dec. 31, state law
requires a speclal electien, he sald.

Hobart was offered the Job in car-
Iy November, and accepted immedi-
ately without setting a specific date
for resigning from the commission.

“They (Republican commission-
ces) want to thwart the will of the
people,” Pernjck sald. "By wailing
until after the first of the year they
can pick her successor.”

Pernick introduced a resolution
requiring @ special election in the
4th Distict (White Lake Township
and part of Waterford), but it was
defeated by a partisan vole.

Pernick sald he hasn't given up,
however.

“As 1 understand it, the Republi-
cans have several people interested
in the job he sald. “If they have
cenough Republicans Interested, they
may go to a special electlon just 10
avold making enemles (by picking
one over the other).”

HOBART, A RETIRED teacher,
served on the commission in 1973-74
and was re-clected in 1978. The cur-
rent base pay of a commissioner -

Genealogists talk photos

Monte Nagler, photographer and
newspaper columnist, will discuss
techniques for photographing old
pictures at the Tuesday, Dec. §,
meetlng of the Oakland County
Genealogleal Soclety.

The discussion, cntitled “It's a
snap,” will begin at 7 p.m. in the Ro-

tary Room of the Baldwin Public Li-
brary, 300 W. Merrill, in Birming:
bam.

‘The discussion Is open to the pub-
lic. More information can be ob-
tained by calling Jane Van Dragt at
646-0223.

quorum dissolve as members drifted
off to other meetings. At the end of &
two-hour sesslon, onty vice chalrman
Edgar Fredricks, R-Holland, was
left as Henlgman answered the crit-
jcs’ arguments. A bricf Thursday
niceting failed to draw a quorum.

“1 agree with everything these
guys say," Honlgman told Fredricks,
“but 1 don't see what it has to do
with my bills. Every argument they

Feet dragging?
Permck charges deliberate delay by GOP

considered a pact-time position — is
19,198,

Asked about credentials for her
new job, Hobart said she has a mas.
ter's degree in communications.

“And I'd stack my background in
solid waste up against anybody's,”
she sajd.

— Lawrence Pernick

‘They (Rcpublican commis-
sioners) want to thwart the
will of the people. By waiting
unlil aller the first of the year
they can pick her successor.’

B

made is with the exlsting {(condem-
natlon) law,”

The bills would allow groups with-
In a local unit of government 1o peti-
tlon their elected offlcials for special
assessment districts for a much
longer dist of purposes — pristine
woodlands, bogs, landscaped areas,
camps, botanical gardens, water-
front access and so on,

“They will also allow businesses o

expand parking lots,” Honlgman told
the panel. “Rep. Mike Bennane (D-
Petroit) added an amendment to al-
low urban neighborhoods to buy va-
cant erack houses,”

He added: “There’s a fecling in
rapidly growing areas {hat the entlre
township shouldn't pay for some-

thing that benefits only us {onc *

nelghborhood).”

ROBERT LONG, supervisor of
Commerce Township, sajd the popo.
latlon has cxpanded from 9,600 to
27,000 In his 22 years in office be.
cause “people Jike the open appear-
ance. Two arcas would like to pre-
serve open space.

“We have, almost every mecting,
petitions for some kind of service —
chlorlde, blackiop, lights, weed con-
trol,

" “One (neighborhood) has 17 homes
around a three-acre parcel. They are
unanlmous in wanting to acquire It.
“The don't want a park. They want
open space.” Long said.

Honigman said that under his bills,
if 20 percent of 1he property owners
objeet, the improvement would have
1o be supported by at least 51 per-
cent of the owners. He said a govern-
ing board may, Il it wishes, require a
“supermajority’ of 70 percent ap-
proval frem owners.

A dozen bills are needed because
separate laws govern home rule cit-
les, fourth-class cities, home rule vil-
lages. gencral law villages, gencra)
law townships and charter town-
ships, as well as metropolitan dis-
tricts.

JACK SCHICK, of the Apartment
Association of Michlgan, saw prob-
lems.

“1f a community wishes parks and -,

parking facillties, the communlty at *
large should vote for them and not
Just a special area,” he said.

“We are worrled about the liberal-
ness of the definitlon of ‘park.’ )

“Just who benefits Is another con- .

cern.
“They (the bills) might be good for
the representatlve’s (Honigman's)
area, but not in the northern and
western sides of the state.

His chief objectlon was that a lo-
cal government could find Ltself In-
voking the use of Its power of con-
demnation (eminent domain) with a
lunger tist of special assessment dis-
tricts. If lawsuits resulted, (e entire
community could wind up paying, he
said.

JACK WALKER, of the Michigan
Association of Realtors, sald MAR
hasn't taken a position but he was
bothered by “what appears te be an
extension of police power™ (eminent
domain).

I see nothing that says there has
10 be a willing sedler,” Walker said.

Lyon Egbert, exceutive vice presi-
dent of the Michigan Assoclation of
Home Builders, said special assess-
ment districls for open space could
work 10 the detriment of those who
want to sce further development.

Egbert also raised questions about
who would own the preserved apen
space and who would be liable If
someone were injured on it
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Quahw Dollh@uses by Lundby
Of Sweden

Comes Ready To Use.
No Assembily!

Cratted to SwedlIsh standards out of
extremely hard wood, this durable, playable
toy comes wall-papered, pre-assombled
and pre-wired for fights that really light up!
The Lundby line offers over 300 pleces of
furniture and accessories. Open the doors
and drawers. Turn on the lights in the
{ireplace, the TV, even the hshtank!
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