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Power pop punk Doughboys on the rise

By Larry O'Connor
stalf writer

John Kastner of the Doughboys
doesn't pause. He doesn't apologize.
He doesn't cower tnte the corner.

When asked who was his major
musical influence, Kastner replies
without hesitatlon: KISS.

Egad. But before one passes any
hasty judgments on this four-man
Canadian guitar-driven outfit, please
;(nlkc note. The Doughboys are not

SS.

Much like the ‘70s of

‘1 don’t know what we are anymore.
Especially in Europe, where they try to
categorize everything. I don’t know
what to call it: Hippie Gymnastics?’

— John Kastner
The Doughboys

rock, though, the Doughboys are
young (ages 22-25), hungry and bub-
bling over with energy. They don't,
however, have a hankering to start
wearing makeup.

“We actually met Ace Frehley
three weeks ago In New York at a
CMJ shaw,” said Kastoer, in a tele-
phone interview from San Franclsco,
Calit. “He was such a . . . jerk. He's
going on aboul. My salo album sold
the best.

So much for hero worship. Besides
the Doughboys have better things to
da.

The band is In the midst of what
seemingly has been a never-ending
tour. The Doughboys performed a
grueling 200-date tour of North
America, recorded their second LP
"Back Home" (Restless Records)
and then headed off to Europe.

.

RECHARGED, THE Doughboys

REVIEWS

are on the continent agaln in support
of “Back Home," an LP recorded in
a mere 19 days In Los Angeles. The
musle is guitar-ln-your-face
rock'n’rol} with no frills. A hint of a
pop sound keeps this LP from being
written of{ as strictly hardcore punk.

The Doughboys have always been
something of a raw, raucous group
since forming in 1986. Kastner per-
formed in a hardcore outfit Asexvals
and then met up with John Bondhead
and John Cummins who were in a
Toronto-based group Circus Lupus.
Paul Newman (not the actor) jolned
this summer as the band's drummer.

In the beginning, the Doughboys
didn’t bother with the minar detail of
playing any live shows. Instead, the
group spent 10 months in the studlo
to record lts first album, "What-
cver.”

Surprisingly, the indie LP sold
well in Canada, the U.S. and Europe.

The latter helped bring about a re-
cent tour overseas, which included
the band playing several festivals,
fawned over by the fickle BHritish
musle press and In the middle of a
riot in France.

“They were gate crashers who
didn't have money to get in”
Kastner said. "It got progressively
worse and all of a sudden there was
police in riol gear, windows were
smashed and tear gas came Into the
club.

“1t was welrd.”

OTHER THAN that, the tripwasa
success. The Doughboys had the crit-
ics on their side, playing encrgized
shows night after night.

As a result, the Doughboys have
been lumped Into power pap punk
status that has been known to In-
clude the Hkes of the Clash, the Re-

placements and Stlff Little Fingers
atong with severa) newcomers to the
arena. Kastner stears clear of such
comparisons.

"1 don't know what we are any-
more,” he said, “Especially In Eu-
rope where they try to categorize ev-
erything. I don’t know what to call It
Hipple Gymnastles?”

Perhaps. The group's latest album
does seern to be something of a mu-
sical floor exercise on the power-pop
mat. Scores from the judges appear
10 be mixed.

The LP was recorded on tour, A
sense of urgency and rawness is
prevalent. Most bands spend slx
months in the studio. The Doughboys
had only 10 days, having the bomb
dropped on them in Lawrence, Kan.,
{appropriately ecnough at the ficti-
tious site of TV's “The Day After”)
seven days before they were to enter
the studio.

“THERE WAS NO Ume to lay
back and listen to what you've Just
done and to try and better It
Kastner sald. "It was just rush, rush
and get out of the studio.™

Talk is already centering on the
Doughboys' third album, an album
which Kastner sald they wlll have
more time to write and record.

By then, perhaps the Doughboys
can kiss “Back Home” good-bye.

The Doughboys will perform on
Tuesday, Dec. 12, at the Blind Pig
in Ann Arbor.

IN CONCERT

© TYPHOIO MARY
Typhold Mary wlll perform on Mon:
11, at the Blind Pig, 208 s
Flnl Ann Arbar. For information, call
996-8555.

® EVAN JOHN

Evan Jobn and the {-Bombs will pee.
form on Monday, Dec. 11, at Rick's
Aserican Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Arbor.
For information, call 296.2747.

@ DOUGHBOYS
Doughboys will perform on Tuesday,
Dec. 12, at the Blind Pig, 208 . First,
:snsn Atbor. For intormation, call $96-
5.

® DARRY MANILOW

Barry Manilow will make an In-store
appearance at Harmony House in Oak-
land Mall, 14 Mite and 1-75, Troy, at 12:30
pm. Tucsday, Dec. 12, tn advance of per-
formances Il the Fu Theatre Tuesday-
Wednesday, Dec. 12

© TED WHITE

Ted White will perform on Tuesday,
Dec. 12, at Rick's American Cale, 611
Church, Amn Arbor. For Information, cal)
9962747,

© |ODINE RAINCOATS

todine Ralncoats will perform on
Wednesday, Dec. 13, at the Blind Pig, 208
S First, Ann Atbor. For laformation, cal)
996-8555.

© MOYA

MOYA will pecform along with Chil)
on Wednesday, Dec. 13, at Club Heldel-
berg. 255 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For more
Information, call 663-7758.

® 4.D.LAMD

3.0, Lamb will petform on Wednesday,
Dec. 13, at Rick's American Cafe, 611
Church, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
$96-2747.

® RH.FACTOR

R.H. Factor will perform along with
Dave Edward Wednesday through Satur-
day, Dec. 1316, at Jaggers Nightelub,
3481 Elizabeth Lake Road, Waterford.
For more Information, call 6311700,

© JUICE

Julce will perform on Thursday, Dec.
14, at the Blind Pig, 208 S. First, Aon Ar-
bor. For informatios, call 996-8555.

® TOM CHAPIN

Tom Chapin will perform l!onl wl'-h
Matt Watroba on Thursday, Dec. 14, al
Sully's, 4758 Greenfield, Dearhorn. For
more information, cal] 846-5377.

@ TRINIDAD TRIPOLI

Trinidad Tripoll Steel Drum Band will
perform Thursday and Friday, Dee. 14
15, a1 Rick’s American Cale, 811 Church,
Ann Arbor, For Information, call 996-
747

® BIG CHIEF
mg szl wlll pcrlorm alenx vlun Anu-

Bowl. Ollo Woodnrd A\e DeuvlL Fuf
more information call 833-9850.

@ REDC
Red C will perform Thursday through

ham. For informatlon, call 642133,

COUNTRY

® CIVILIANS

Civilians will perform on Friday, Dec.
15, at the Hamtramck Pub, 3048 Cannl.
off 1.75. For more Information, call 365-
y760.

© MAP OF THE WORLD

Map of the World will perform on Fri-
day, Dec, 15, at Grifts Grill, 49 N. Sagl-
naw St.,, Pontiae. For more Informatlon,
call 334-9292,

® SILENT PARTHNERS

Silent Partners wil] perform on Friday
and Saturday, Dec. 15-16, at Sully’s, 4758
Greenficld, Dearborn. For more informa-
tion, cal) $46-5377,

© IDENTITY

Idenitity will perform on Friday, Dee.
15, at the Blind Pig. 208 S. First, Ann Ar-
bor. For information, call $96-8555.

© DIFFERENCE
The Difference will perform on Satur-
day, Dee, 16, at Rlek's American Cale,

611 Church, Ann Arbor. For Informatlos,

cal} 9962747,

® HIPPODROME

Hippodrome wifl perform aloog with
Slauc Alphabet cn Saturday, Dec. 16, at
Hamtramek Pub, 2048 Can!ll oft 1.75.
For more Information, call 365-2760.

#® DLUE FRONT PURSUADERS

Blue Front Pursuaders will perform on
Saturday, Dec. 18, at the Blind Pig, 208 S.
First, Ann Arbor. For Information, call
996-8555.

® SEDUCE

Seduce will perform on Saturday, Dee.
16, 31 Blondies, 21139 W. Seven Mile, east
ol Telegraph. For more information, call
535-8108.

@ JUST SAYNO

Just Say No will perform with
Grievance Committee Saturday, Dec. 16,
at Finney's Pub, 3965 Woodward, at
Alexandrine, Detrolt. For more Informa.
tion, cali 831-8070.

© PANTHE BMENB

Pan the Sirens will perform on Satur.
day, Dec. 18, at Grﬂll Grill, 49 N Sagi-
naw St., Pontlac. For more Information,
call 334-9292.

Tom Chapin wiil perform
Thursday, Dec. 14, at Sully's
in Dearborn.

TOP HITS

Here are the top
WWWW.FM:

10 singlss on

1. "rne Jukebox Played Along,” Gene
Wa:

2. ll s Jusl a Matter of Time,"
Teavl

Randy

3 I\t Been Loved by the Best,”
Willlams,

4. “An Amerjcan Family,”
Boys.

5. Two Dozen Rascs,” Sheaandoab.

6."A Woman in Love,” Ronale Mislap.
7 “l'he Vowa Go Unbroken," Kenay Rog

Oak Ridge

! ‘ “Til Love Comes Again." Reba McEn-
tlre.

9." Yclluw Roses.” Dolly Partos.
10.*The Race is On," Sawyer Brown.

The best-selling records of ihe week
are:

1.Blame It oo the Raln,” MUN Vagllli.

2."Angelia,” Richard Mare.

3. “The Way That You Love Me,” Pas-
1a Abdal.

4. “Love Shack,” B-52's.

5. "When [ See You Smile,” Bad Eng-

"We Didn't Start the Flre,” Bllly
7 "Listen to Your Heart,” Roxette.
u "Poison,” Allce Coaper.

. “Get on Your P&L" Glorh Estefan,
10.Back to Lile,” Soul II Soxl.
(Source: Cashbox magazsine)

LAUGHTER
— The Mighty
Lemon Drops

The Mighty Lemon Drops have al-
ways suffered from comparisons to
Echo and the Bunnymen and, in all
honesty, they've been well-deserved
critlcisms.

They come along here with their
new refease “Lavghter” (Sire), and
have placed the Echo ghost well be-
hind them. They have an extremely
solid *Mighty Lemaon Drops” recol

Thelr gultar-bascd sound has been
augmented by backing vocals which
are 50 strong, It sounds almost like a
second lead vocal,

The LP starls off with “At Mid-
night,” a jaunty number which rides
on the rumbling drums and bas a

e mighty b e

one central songwriter,
This attempt is not entlrely suc-
cessful as by the end of the album,
the excltement level has dimlnished
desplte thelr pi
of seme marvelously catchy
choruses,
The album Is certafnly not a clas-
sic pop album but ll ls indeed good

OUTER DRIVE
— Quter Drive

Quter Drive Is onc of those local
groups who you don't hear much
about. The [four-member band
doesn't overdo It on the elub clreuit,
appearing Instead to concentrate its
efforls on writlng some solld songs.

Perhaps more groups should fol-
fow suit, What we have here Is a
rather well-done, if not something of
a steeper of a cassetle tape. All eight
songs are radio fricndly, chock full
of slmple and enjoyable progressive-
pop melodles that never tire (We lis-
tencd (o this tape slx-consecutive
times during one sitting).

The refreshing aspect of this
project s that most of these num-
bers are keyboard dominated yet do-
vold of the cheezy sound one often
wilh Top-40 lounge lz-

gultar riff
of Blondlc's “Heart of Glass.”

There follows My Decision,” the
slngle, a fool tapper sing-along that
r:)fcflu along on a rightcous guitar
it

The pace ls chonged with the
acoustic gultar based “Where Do We
Go from Heaven.” This melody la-
den gem has touches of the Church’s
classic *Under the Milky Way."

Later, Lhey introduce a brass sec-
tlon to color the sound in an attempt
(o avold a certaln sameness, Wi
can befall the sound of a band with

. 2

enough lo h the Mighty
Lcmon Drops with thelr own Identi-

— Cormac Wright

ards or the Goth dlrge of 50 many of
today's “new" music buffs,

First, and foremost in the Quter
Drive sound s Lhe vocal work of Jeff
Sudakin, Undeniably, there is more
than a hint of Peter Gabriel and/or
Pt Colllns in his volce, But as long
as Sudakin doesn't try “Red Raln,”
hey, we're satisfied.

Especlally when Outer Drive lets
loose like it does on “And He DId,"
which infuses jarzx and a burzing
rock guitar and explodes for more
than eight minutes of pure musical

cnjoyment.

‘The progressive nature lsn't limit-
ed to the sound of musle. Lyrically,
Outer Drive shows some blte. With-
out harplng on traditional themes,
numbers are geared more o person-
al politics where dreams and love
are the House and Senate.

‘The only critictsm here might be
that Outer Drive's music doesn't re-
aily break any new ground. But,
judging by thls cassette, the band
mare than stands firm where it's al-
ready at.

— Larry O'Connor

THE FORCE
OF NATURE

— The Jungle
Brothers

In the veluminous thank-you's on
this record’s inner sleeve, the Jungle
Brothers refer to De La Soul as “our
parallel and somehow related.” The
comparison s apt.

Like De La Soul, the Jungle Broth-
ers are n tight, but playful rap trio
capable of producing dense and dizxry
mixes. But in place of De La Soul's
neo-hlppy flower power politics, the
Jungle Brothers lace their latest
record with & more tough minded

approach,

“Acknowledge Your History" is a
critique of black acceptance of
whlle-wrillen bistory In the tnd.l!hm
of Boogle Down Productions’

Must Learn.” The song opens vmh &
Brother sluging, “My forefather was
a king/He wore fat gold chalns and
fat ruby rings/Nobody belleves this
to be true/Ma it’s bocause
eyes ain't blue.” It goes on to deride
history as ‘his story.”

But while much of “The 'Fon:e ot
Nature" contalny messages of slmi-
lar weight, The Jungle Brothers
manage to keep the rocord from be-
coming didactic. Thelr sound is too

playml and glddy !or that,

At thelr darkest, the Jungle Broth-
encanmlll!he

actually get away with lyris

“So If you warna be a little Disko~

Ducker/I came here tonight to tear
the roof off the Muthayucka "

The quated lyric i3 one of several
nods to George Glnum'l Parliafun-
kadelicment Thang, w

i

are
represented In the llbm‘s tich U- !

brary of sampled materials, Other
samples range from early doo-wop

w&;ul.hMﬂmwmhlp]lnu»

hoary rock gultar riffs,
Com

o Do La Soul are in- -

evitable, but “Daln’ Our Own Dang.”
a duct between the Jungla Brothers
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