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Jason Biederman,
a North
Farminglon senior,
served as mayor
for Student
Government Day.

Farmingten Hills My
Student Gewarner?

} watches over the

{ Sever gave the studenls
a Doy &fy edessil composed of students

advice on how to run a council meeting,

Teen politicians
Students try hands at running city

THE EVENT was sponsored by the
Farmungton Rotary Club and the city. The
daylong program was coordinated by the
roiary club’s Robert O'Hara and Steve
Brock, assistant 1o Farmington Hills City
Manager William Costick.

By Joarme u.lll'.l.z'l"I'l-l:I
$TA7 wrtiar

teen's meeting moved swiftly, addressing-
the required issues and brushing aside rhe-~
toric 1o make a decision. .
The teen politicians imitated their adulty=
counterparts when two irate residents —.
played by councilman Ben Marks and coun
cilwoman Nancy Bates — arrived with
complaints. “Referred to the city manager
for further study,” the teen mayor ordered
“I'm asking you to do something about
the running dogs and noise it creates.”
begged Marks. .
Succinctly, leen Mayor Jason Biederman,

N a North Farmington senior, responded,
As teen city attorney, Harrison senior  “Thank you, we'll look into it.” Laughing at
Ray Vueina) warned his colleagues about  the swiftness of Biederman's decision, |

“wildness and rowdiness” assoclated with a  Afarks shot back: “You Jearn fast.”
irarz Nomt teen center. “We basically can go 1o court Bates, allas Nancy Switches, demanded
e pand for  over something like this if we make 3 teen  gidewalks on major roads for her two teen-
Dircy Lok miphiclub’ Vocinaj said. agers and six lttle kids. "You've talked
about it for a Jong time. I want a sidewalk
on Farmington Road. And I want to know
what you're going to do about il
Playing an irate resident, city assessor
Dean Babb muddied the usually calm wa-
ters of the mock council meeting with an
opposing viewpoint. "You put a sidewalk
there and we're going to have chaos.”

Each of the 40 participating students, in
thewr adopted roles, helped run the city for a
day, including a mock city counci! meeting.

“They were a good bunch of kids,” Hrock
sz1d. “They seemed to have a good idea of
what was going on.”
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AANDY BCRET 3tall Apeicyrakrm

3 o Mo Tl The teens handled a new technological
Fomeon iekcher  afe with ease. When teen city manager
et of Whewr aduli Palets was asked whether other communi-
manapes, public  ues have teen centers, he said he had no’
1dea the “fax machine was down."

Harrison student Mill Coleman (right) the Student Government Day ety
portrays the special services director council meeting. They are shown an-
while North Farmington student Darcy  swering a question about linancing

Lockman acts as his assistant during for a propesed teen center. UNLIRE THE real city council, the
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Briggs pitches youth as |
he goes after Broomfield

By Brlan Lyaaght
stat! writer

But Briggs,
troit Trgers and w*

Walter O. Briggs IV acknowledges that he chose a
tough task in running for the congressional seat of in-
cumbent William Broomfield, who hasn't lost an elec-

tion since 1956.

But Briggs. a 33-ycar-old Democrat, says he brings
youth and energy to the assignment, and that even if he
doesn't succeed this time, he will eventually.

I have no illusions about how tough this race will
be,” said Briggs, a Birmingham resident and computer
systems consultant for an accounting firm.

“We're going 1o wear out a lot of

deney
e sand

To those peophe, Brigys, e fier i oo
dren, said he will put
muddle class for future
more vfficsent, protect the
et

He 15 pro-c! 4 govery

shoes to get 1o people.”

The election is next November and
Briggs, who said he had considered
{or several years seeking clective off-
ice, held his first fund-raiser last
wmenth. Over 100 people attended, he
said.

Briggs hopes he won't have to fend
off another Democerat in the primary.
He estimates the election will cost
$500,000, but adds, “We'll spend
whatever we can raise.”

"CERTAINLY ANYONE can run
who wants to, but I'm expecting Wal-
1er wlil be the only (Democratic) can-
didate,” said Darlene Berent, execu-
tive dlrector of the Oakland County
D roamiiag !

roomficld, who hasa’t lost a con-
gresslonal race in 30 years, will run chose tough task
again next year, an alde said. He Is a Republican in
what ts considered to be a heavily Republican 18th dis-
trict, which presents another obstacle for Briggs. The
incumbent captured more than 70 percent of the votes
In his Jast twa elections.

Broomlield, 67, is the ranking Republlcan on the
House Forcign Relatlons Committee. His longevity is
advantageous for the district, sald Broomficld adminis-
tratlve atde Jack Sinclair.

»Senlority is the way this place operates,” Sinclair
satd from Washington. Broomlield has leased two north
Qakland County biilboards to get hls message to voters,
Sinclair said.
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Walter O. Briggs IV

flopped” and
several msues.
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diverse une, oumterer 3 JwpAn
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age 18, He earned 2 matdemanes dugme
University in North Carvling. ttughe at 2
in Conaecticut and earmed 3 (PA cers

He said he moved Back ty Blrroumgham el 1oy
ago. His wife, Andrea, is 3 tax Joevanease ioe by ons
dren are Walter, 4, and Aarce, 2.

Briggs said he will depend ¢n veiuntseey due ny o
paign. and i3 now putting together 4 4z Tunhe.
in-law, Lillian Gillis, is bis campaign coerazater

“Regardless of what happees, me'se goung w2 dbee
good time duing this,” Briggs sail

Downtown authority
wants to buy house

[f the propersy 8 UGS Un
DDA will cerspder w442 TugRE e The
best use for it whetler jactog o
qther develepmeme, sl Gy Tlva-
ger and DDA teard stemder Saders
Deadman, The Roume i 2 < DO
district. cunsidered gucs of e Zoal
plrase of develepmmt S D duer

Farmington's Downtown Develop-
ment Authority will negotlate to pur-
chase the house at 33213 Orchard
Street, which p:el‘;.u alone n.rdnld;lz : re-
cently developed clty parklng 1o

On Dec. 5, the DDA board passed a

Raymond Persla, and is currently
occupled by his relatives. Orchard
Strect runs between the Downtown
Farmlington Center and the Farm-
Ington Post Otfice.

According to presents

lution giving dircctor
Wendy Strip Slttsamer authority to
negotlate the purchase on behalf of
the board. The property is owned by

ed Dec. S, the property will soon be
vacated and the property put on the
market.

lown rejavenaion prafevs.

At the eust emd of the 1Tt 2 1E
unit, threwstory cumdrTnmucs S
velopment i3 planmed Yy grorice as
velopers, maintuning 3 Semdencal
{lavor to the area. Quier cvrmwersal
develvporent and impeusnmead WS
also been sparked i Qe menadaze
area.

1989 BIEDERMANN
To please collectors, this year's

commermorative ornament, **Two Turtle
Doves'’, handcut and polished jeweler's
brass. Both design and workmanship by

skilled artisans of the ancient town

Schwaebisch Gmuend, West Germany.

Limited quantities. Each, $11.
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