MADD’s focus: drunk driving laws

Existing state laws are stil] too le-
nient for drunken drivers, according
to Oakland County MADD drector
Greg Bien.

Penalties are more severe than
they used to be, Blen acknowledged,
thanks in part to growing public sen-
1:ment fucled by MADD.

“Many drunk drivers who killed
people used to avoid fail,"* he said.
“Judges reasened that since they
didn't Intend to kil anybody, drunk
drivers shouldn't go to jail.”

That’s changed since MADD start-
ed following court cases and calling
public attention o judges who let
drunks off with the proverblal slap

on the wrist,
If a drunk driver kills

drlvers should lose their Meense the

now, he ar she can cexpect at least
somie jail tine, Bicn sald.

Even so, state laws are still too le-
nient on drinking drivers, he Insisted.
“The penalty should be commen.
surate with the paln they (drunk
drivers) inflict on athers.”

Furthermore, drinking  drivers
shoull face tougher laws long before
they kill somebody, he said.

“THE LEGAL LIMIT (on
Breathalyzer tesls, now .10) should
be lowered to .08, Bicn satd. “And

Ribbon campaign
‘making an impact’

Coantinued from Page 7

Peany Bien, a former teacher at
Oxford High Schoel, remains active
wn MADD and is chairman of this
year's "Tie One O™ campaign.

. While their involvement in MADD
)» consuming, Bien said it goes be-
yond personal grief.

“It's not just for my daughter,”
Bien emphasired. "I've had otler
kids die because of drinking and
driving.”

Ricn, a science and math teacher,
was referring to three former stu-
dents who died separately — or
killed themselves — in aleohol relat-
od traffic accidents.

THE MADD AGENDA, of course,
1s te reduce the number of traffic
deaths related ta alcohol,

“We're not necessarily against all
drinking.” emphasized Bien, who
sald he has an occasional glass of
wine with dinner or a champagne
toast al a wedding, about the same
as before his daughter was killed.

“Drinking is legal," Blen said. “Al-
though seme MADD members want
to crusade against all alcohol, we're
not some kind of Carry Nation or-
gonization.”

Nation was a tamous temperence
reformer in the ate 1890s and early
1900s.

“We want peaple to be responst.
ble,” said Bicn, o graduate of
Brother Rice High School and Oak-
lang University. “If you drink, don't
dri

“If you drink and drive, be ready
to take the consequences.”

minute It's & Ined they were be-
hind the wheel and drunk.

“They shouldn’t have time to ap-
pual their suspension. Their licenses
should be yanked Immediately,” he
sald. “For a minimum of 30 days.
Longer for second offenders.

“1f somebody kills another person
while driving drunk, he or she should
fose thelr driving privileges perma-
nemtly,” Bien said.

Bien sald he and other MADD
members feel the tide of public opin-
jon swinging in their favor, agalnst
the drunk driver. “The only people
against us are the defense attorneys
who resent what we're doing.

“They {defense attorneys) will
take a member of tHell's Angels and
make him look like a choir boy when
he's in court,” Bicn said. “But they
claim we intimidate a jury simply
because we're in the couriyoom.”

The bollom line of MADD's eficc-
tiveness is the number of drunk driv-
crs on the road, he said.

According to the Traffic Services
Division of the Michigan State Po-
lice, the number of drivers in Oak-
Lind County arrested for DUIL (driv-
ing under the influence of liquor) has
been relatively constant since 1983,
the first full year of the county chap-
ter of MADD existed, despite the

z

fact that more people now live and
work In Oakland County.

TIERE WERE 7411 DUIL ar-
rests in 1983, according to state po-
lice records; 8,400 in 1984; 7,961 in
1985; 7,501 in 1986; 7,232 In 1987;
7.900 in 1988, and 6,766 in the first
10 months of this year.

Bien is encouraged by the num-
bers, given the arca’s-rapid growth
and, presumably, the increase num-
ber of vehicles. “If we've got more
cars on the road traveling more
miles, il's 4 viclory to stay even,” he
said.

A more encouraglng statistic,
however, may be thg percentage of
fatal accldents which were aleohol-
related. it has been steadily drop-
ping, according 1o the state police, if
ever so slightly.

In 1983, the percentage of Oakland
County fatal accidents involving al-
cohnl was $7.5. It was 50.8 in 1984;
42.1 in 1985; 57.9 in 1986; 42.7 in
1987, and 45.4 in 1988 {the last fig-
ures available).

"l don't kpow that MADD is re-
sponsible,” said Bien. “Either way,
we can do better. We can make pros
ple realize that drinking and driving
are not acceptable.”

Anyone Interested in helping can
call the MADD office at 693-0270.
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A great choice for virtually any room,
Choose from 22 vivid solid colors like
French Mocha, Belge Silk, Crystal,
Spruce, Wild Berry, Lace Night and
Shrimp. A lovely saxony style we
normally sell at $18.99 sq. yd. installed.
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tough on wear and tough on stains ...
look no further. This deep sculpture is
yours at a very special price. Choose .
from 10 sharp multicolors. Regular '
$19.99 sq. yd. installed.

Worry-Freo’s more than stain
resistant because it has a 5 year
warranty agalnst dirt, static and

it's totally Worr)y-Free! woar as wel) as stalns.
+
¥
o « TROY WARLOLSE 0L Naie A8 383 1000 ﬁal :
T ° o wre Bung compil 4
fvir-toatdag « CLEAON LORNSHIF 34920 Gratwt, e300 6 .
i EC WE E » NEDIGRD . 28001 % 8 ke &4 Hevex Deex ead :
o » DLARBORA HEIGIES 20 Rd - SCAM bt G -
¢1NONIA.. L3809 Py moith R . Wabomne FLEXI Uyt patcent
fpgimrbmitiig STMOA.. L3307 tureha R,
nIAN « SLCLAIN SHORTS £ 2020 MMk Kie..

§

== ©Evans Gx)

Fee Pome Service=Cai Coliect {313) $83-7000 QT.‘.‘.':.".“' /
T




