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Parents

8y Bruce Weintraub
staff writer

Jason Koller's vocabulary is
comprised of several hundred words
= cach one special.

The 11-year-old Novi resldent at-
tends the Farmington Public Schools
and has cerebral palsy. He is bright
and energetic, but he Is unable to
talk and relles on o sign interpreter
:lind a special chart for communica-

on.

Unfortunately, Jason's progress
has been restricted by a nu':nbcr of
factors, ameng them a dispute be-
twoen hla parents and the Farming-
ton? Public Schools. Glorla Koller,
Jason’s mother, reports her son's
slgn interpreter was removed from
the- classroom nearly three wecks
carlier than agreed upon by Koller
and the Farmington district.

Farmington handles scveral, cen-
tralized speclal education programs
for’ studeats throughout = Oakland
County. Farmington and Novl school
officlals say because of the special
education appeals procedure, they
are unable to comment on speclflcs
of the case,

“In September 1989, after golng
through mediation to resolve the is-

battie

sue for Jason to have a signing Inter-
preter full Ume In his classroom, it
was agreed upon to have the inter-
preter three full days per week,"
Glorla Koller sald.

KOLLER SAID the agreement
called for her son to have a sign in-
terpreter from Oct. 2, 1989, to Nov.
17, 1989. However, Jason's interpret-
er left the classroom the week of
Nov. 2 and returned to the district
secretarlal pool, she said.

Following (he Nov. 17 date, Koller
sald her son's progress was o have
been evaluated and a new plan of ac-
tion dellned.

The Kollers are walting and hop-
Ing that a resolution can be reached
soon. Meanwhile, Jason slts in sl
lence, unable to go beyond the 500
words his current mode of communi-
cation ~ a slgning board — will al-
low.

“Jasen s already using over 500
words In signlng, but where would
you be If you only had 500 words to
choose from?” asks his mother.

Jason also has the option of using
a computer. However, Koller said,
uslng the computer is “very com-
plex,” and Jason has trouble moving

to get help for ‘special son’

the device around because he also
uses a canc. y

Koller satd she and her husband
spent 14 months trying to get Jason
into an appropriate program. She
sald the famlly finally settled on
Wamcr ]\lidme School in the Farme
Ington school uistrict, “Finding the
proper progrim may not sound blg
to some parents, but for parents with
handlcapped children it can be a ma-
Jor thing,” Keller sald,

‘

ALTHOUGH'JASON'S teacher at
Wamner Mliddle School "has been
helpful,” Koller{sald, her son has not
reached his potential since the sign
Interpreter was removed. "“Jason’s
teacher ls learning sign language,
but would any parent want their
child in a ¢lass where he or she knew
more about thé subject than the
teacher?”

A battle betwgen the Kollers’ at-
torney and the school district has en-
sued since the sifin Interpreter was
removed. “We'vesrctained an attor-
ney and we plan to go to a hearing,”
Koller sald. “We.want a full-time
slgn interpreter o} Jason or a teach-
er who knows sign.y

A meeting to dlsfus the situation
with Farmington §schoal offictals

was schedoled for Nov, 15, Koller
said school offlcials would not eater
th¢ meeting room after learning that
she had arranged for notes of the
meeting to be recorded by a certl-
fled court reporter.

Doug Smith, supervisor/principal
of Cloverdale Trainlng Center who
oversees the program at Wamer,
sald both Novi and Farmtngton
school officlals are fellowlng the
“duc process” procedure deemed ap-
propriate by state special edueation
rules,

Meanwhlle, Donna Tinberg, dirce-
tor of special cducation for Novi
schools, sald each chlid in speclal ed-
ucatlon ls revlewed on a case by
case basls, She noted that a student’s
needs, level of performance, goals
and objectlves are all taken Into ac-
count when declding which school is
best suited for cach chitd,

GLORIA KOLLER sald her son Is
suffering most as a result of the dis-
pute, and sald, Ideally, she would
like Jason to attend schoot in Novl.

:“We've lived here for 17 years and
1 would like to see Jasen in the Novi
schools,” she sald. “Right now Jason
has an average bus ride of roughty

Hills OKs liquor license transfer

Farmington Hills has approved
transferring ownership of a liquor 1l
cense for the Roman Terrace and
McFrocks Saloon.

1t became necessary to seek trans-
fer of the Class C (liquor by the
glass) llcense when owner Robert
McDonald of Farmington Hills
chabged partners, In tumn forming a
new corporation with Joseph Ma-
chlorlattl of Bloomfleld Hills and

changing McFrock's from a singles
bar to McJocs, a hamburger sports
ar,
Machlorlatt! has owned Mr. Joe's
Bar In Southficld since 1973,
he city counclt approved

transferring the 1989 Class C -
censed business with dance permit
at 27820 and 27822 Qrchard Lake
Road from PMF Corp. to MMR Inc.
Remodeling of the 10,000-square-
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foat, 560-scat dinlng complex will
cost $75,000, accordlyg to Machior-
latti, (

The 17-year-old copplex offers a
full-service menu and also scrves
meeting, banquet and catering
needs.

In considering the licgnse transfer,
city councilman Aldo VAgnozzi noted
that Mr. Joes was ticketdd for sale to
a minor In 1975, He noted that

Roman Terrace and McFrocks were
ticketed twice In 1981 for after-
hours patrons, once in 1994 for after-
hours consumptlon and onee [n 1986
for sale to a minor.

But Mayor Terry Sever noted that
neither Roman Terrace nor
McFrocks has not been cited the past
three years. Police Chief Willlam
Dwyer recommended approving the
license transfer,
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two hours per day, I want kit to be
with klds In the neighborhood.

“The more handlcapped people
are majnstreamed Into soclety and
arc placed with their peers in the
nelghborhood, cveryone will have a
greater understanding of one anath-
er,” she added,

Koller sald Jason is currently un-
dergoing testing to prove hls nced
for a sign Interpreter. The testing is

“emotlonally dralntng for Jason,”
she sald.

“Qur goal is to get Jason up Lo hix
highest level of potential,” she sald.
“The signing board Is lmited, but
the sign tnterpreter glves Jason un-
limited potentlal,

“This whole situatlen Is really sad
because my son is Lthe one who 1s Jos-
ing out. Jason ls the one who's sul-

CHAIS B0YD

Jason Koller signs ‘t' for his mother, Glorin, while playing
“Guess Who" at home.
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