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Panel focuses on ‘|

By James Radobaugh
stalf wrlter

One woman, seltling into her seat
in Temple Israel, sald It would be
Just like Oprah or Phil Donahue,

They even had a milcrophone so
the audlence could comment and ask
questions, she sald.

"I{" was a panel dlscusslon of the
December Dllemma — the conflicts
that arise at Christmastime when
non-Chrlstians are made aware of
the fact that they live in a predoml.
nantly Christlan soclety.

The discusslon included a local
schoo] superintendent and a minis-
ter. They altemnpled to answer ques-
tions such as how much public
Ctristmas celebratlons should be tol.
er:ted and when do such celebra-
tie + make non-Christlans feel tike
s¢d-cluss eitizens.

sther than sitting a nd talk-
“urselves, we thouy it would
‘ive to bring . uther per-

1y’ satd Miriam Imerman, of

Jsp ot
i{ the Jewsh Community Council of

Mectrop I n Detroit, which hosted

‘| the Mead: y evening discussion.
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Crazy about hand knits
and kniting? Love notso-
ordinry  yarns in vibrant
colors & nch textures? Then
stop by & browse at Juba's.
Yarns, notions & knitting
books. Cusliom knitting and
nstructions.

JULIA’S
KNIT STUDIO

32800 Frankin Rd,
Downtown

626-3150
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The problem, one currently get-
tng a lot of attention in the Blrming-
ham schools, was dramatized In an
Introductory skit performed by a
troupe from a local Jewlsh theater.

It focused on a Jewlsh family tak-
Ing in the day's events. At schoot the
teenage daughter was offered a part
in a Chrlstmas concert — singlng in
pralse of Jesus. She was excited and
her mother said It was her big
chance. But her father refuses o al-
tow her participation, which he calls
a threat to the glrl’s heritage.

Wuas 17 Was the school’s staging a
Christmas concert an assault on the
family’s right to choose thetr daugh-
ter’s religious instruction? These are
some of the questions the panel at-
tempted to answer,

Much of the tone of the evenlng
was sct by Detroit News columnist

George Cantor, who s Jewish and
has opposed Christmas celebrations
In the schoals or other publle places,
He served as moderator for the eve-
ning.

Nevertheless, he sald, Christmas
hype leaves him with lots of breath-
Ing room (o practice Judaism and he
survived his own experiences sloglag
Chrlstmas songs in school with no
apparent harm.

The Rev, Mark Jensen, scnlor
minister at North Congregational
Church in Southficld, stressed his
own apposition fo the celebration of
Christinas In public schools. But he
also tald the mostly Jewlsh audlence
that for many people there are decp
scated wishes to preserve certain
iradltions, like school Chrlstmas par-

tics.
Panelist Robert Appleford, a for-

mer mayor of Birmingham, sald his
city learned a simple solutlon to
these conflicts through:a lengthy
court battle in recent years when the
Amerclan Clvil Liberties, Unlon chal-
lenged the clty's placement of a
creche on public property.,

The selutlon, he sald, 5 to keep na-
tlvily scenes off public, property. It
can be displayed just as well at a
church and no ene Is made to feel
someene else’s religlon has been
sanctloned by the government.

Dr. Seymour Gretchko, superin-
tendent of West Bloom!leld schoatls,
said that officials in hly district have
tried to avoid imposing strict rules
governing Christmas « celebrations.
Gretchko, who Is Jewlsh, said, that

an “ob: wlith 1 epara-
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"I scems to me that ultimately,
common sense must prevail,” he
sald,

Questions remaln about how much
was accomplished during the discus-
sion.

Isabel Sweet, of Southfleld, said
she thought little was accomplished.

“1 thought it was very poorly pre-
seated,” she sald. "It was just a
chance to (be conciliatory) and not
seriousty address the issues,” she
sald.

Sweet said she thought Jensen was
“insensitive” and said she felt pa-
tronized by comments he made n
praise of social activism among

“‘And the thought of the school su-

tion of church and state” wlll only
make ma**rrs worse,

perintendent saying he was going to

leave it up to teachers and principals
to deal with, God help us,” she said.

)ecember dilemma’

Alex Bensky, ao attorney from
Detroit, said he thought the evening
was interesting, but not necessarily
productive,

“The issues have been rebashed ad
infinitum,” Bensky said, “I don't
think we're any closer to under-
standing them.”"

A Farmingion Hills mother of two
schoal-age children, bowever, sald
she thought It helped to have the is-
sues aired. She sald her chlldren
have experienced insensitivity at
school, suck as having a test review
day scheduled on Yom Kippur, and
that she would go home and discuss
with them some of the polnts the
speakers raised.

"1 was really impressed with the
speakers,” she sald.
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1 HITCHEN & BATH SHOWROONiS

Since kitchen cabinets are an Infrequent purchase,
most people check out the'offerings of many retailers.
It s always gratifying when they retum to KS! to make
thelr purchase. These factors bring them back to KSI:

1. Our totally professiona and knowledgeable kitchen
consultants who help you design the kitchen and
visit your home to take measurements when you
purchase at KSI. )

2. Our extensive kitchen displays (as shown here)
complete with KltchgnAld builein appliances.

3. Our 13 different Méfillat selections which can often
be purchased and ingtalled at a lower cost than
replacing cablnet doors and drawer fronts.

4. Qver 15,000 cablﬁe!s in stock for prompt delivery.

5. Our very comped}c_fve pricing.

6. Our service followup program.
it
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