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A HORSE! A horse! My kingdom
for a horse! \

Well, In a lumuéoul of time, the
safety of some of our kingdoms now
appears to depend onthese four-
Jegged creatures. Police

ocal

s

Blrmingham Was _appropriated
“Spanky" from‘the Detrolt Pollce
Department. The 14.year-old harse
began patrolling downtown Blrming-
ham late last month with Officer
James Heppner aboard. The Bir-

{or patrolling the business district In
Birmlngham and at the Northland
Center in Southfield have recently
hit the saddle in & combination PR
(public relations) and RP (robbery
protection} move.

in
with the B

police, Is running a “Name the Horse

Contest” for youngsters to rerame

“Spanky” (o perhaps o trendler,

more Blrminghamish name — and

the suggestions have come galloping

oy
Ak

Judith Doner
Berne

n.
The prizes aren‘t hay — $200, $100
and $50 U.S. Savings Bonds for the

Curricula need outside review

Dr. Jumes Doyle is an assistant
superintendent in the Troy School
District. The answers provided

here are the of Doyle

and not the Troy School District.
Questions for this column should

Please Include addilional comments on a separate shect of paper,

1. The responses to quastions ara

vailten in easy 10
1o i

ur language as Jargon.
4 i 1 ! 1 ]
Strongly Agreo Neither Dlsagree Steangly
agree disagree

2. The educational cofumn has hetped me better understand
the Inner warkings of school systoms.

1 1 1

’

.. Doc
.. ADoyle

be sent to Doc Doyle c/o the Ob-
server & Eccentric Newspapers,
36251 Schooleraft, Livonia 48150.

Q.IN ONE of your articles you
sald that you belleve long range cur-
riculom decistons sbould be based on
research and program evaluation.
You stated that thls is the best pro-
cedure and the (irst step I generat-
ing meanlngful information for pro-

4. The column has bltered a “balanced” perspective of
parents, educators, policy makers and rasearch.

1 1 ]

Strongly Agrea
agreo

would say it

Nelther

5.Please complete the foliowing senlence:
It someone asked me what | thought of Doc Doyle's column, §

Disagreo Strongly
disagreo

6. My question fer a tulure anticle Is

Malo__ Famalo___

In ordor to halp intarprat the responses, please complota.
Age____ Employmani,

Ptail ta Doc Doylo, 16249 Oid Bodlord, Northville, M! 48167

P ‘hat Is the best
process for evalualing a subject

Strangly Agree Nellher Dlsagree Slrangly
agreo dlisagree
3. I have found the column interesting.
L ] 1 [l 1 ]
ram
Strongly Agreo Nelther Disagreo Strongly 14
agreo disagrea area such ns math or sclence?

T belleve that each curriculum
subject arca should be evaluated
every few years interaally by staff
and by bringing tn an outslde educa-
tional program evaluator or audltor.
Without the outside educational
evaluator we educators sometimes
end up talking to ourselves and tell-
Ing oursclves how wonderful we are.

In light of this belief and since this
week marks my first anolversary of
writing thls column and in the spirit
of a person who belleves in evalua-
tion, I am seeking the support of
those who have read my eolumn to
do me a favor. It would help me to
better serve the readers by deter-
minlng the timellness and appropri-
ateness of the format 1 use.
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top three “handles.” The winning
monlker, however, may turn out to
be more officlal than practical. Al-
ter all, If you had answered to Span-
ky for 14 years, how would you re-
act? And Is it only rumor that at the
same Ume he must get used to a new
diet — oatbran?

BIRMINGHAM POLICE sold the
idea for a mounted steed to the Bir-
mingham City Commisslon — no
casy task — on the basls that a horse
and rider patrolling the shopping dis-
trict would be a good way to pollce a
crowded area, a good publlc rela-
tions tool — and cost effective.

“A horse is cheaper’ than a car,”
according to pollce Lt. Peter Kaufi-
man. “And the risk management
people loved It, because a horse can’t
get invelved in a high-speed chase.™

A letter this week from 2 Birming-
ham resident confirms that the com-
mission exercised good horse sense.
John Fawcett writes, “The first ben-
efit Is better publle relations be-
tween the community and the police
department . . ." And, “In Spanky's

first day of duty he helped sort out a
fender-bender, and his rider wrote
two traffle tlekets.”

Southfleld city offlclals deny that
recent crime at Northland Center
and the nearby Americana Theater
spurted mounted patrols there.

But each weekend through Chrlst-
tnas, 10 horzeback riding officers of
the Qakland County Sheriff's Divl.
sion are keeping watch over North-
land’s parking lots, assisting South-
field pollce and Northland security
offlcers.

SQUTHFIELD'S PUBLIC safety
chiel, Rollln G. Tobin, says that In
reality the crime rate has dropped
40-50 percent since 1986 in the area
that includes Northland.

He reallzes that the perception s
otherwlse — yet too much security
scares people off. The solution? The
mounted deputles.

“This is a kind of positlve securi-
ty,” Tobin says. “What's more excit-
ing? People Jove people on horse-
back.”

But PR aslde, Tobin says an off}-

towns are back in the saddie

cer on horseback has advantages
over foot patrols: he/she Ls more mo-

PR

bile and can be seen from a distance. *

‘The officer also can look down lito
cars and crowds (o sec what's going

on. R
Southficld’s Downtown Develop-

ment Authority has consldered using -

horses full time, Tobin zaid. Perhaps
it can use the Northland experic

ence, coupled with Birmingham's, a3 -

positive fodder,

The bottom line, however, Is that
getling the horse may be the casy
part. Training an officer is not. Bir-
mingham'’s Mountie, Heppner, is the
only local officer so far to success-
fully complete the 10-week training.
Yes, others have tried. Since he is
now on vacation, so is Spanky. They
won't be back in the saddle "l Janu-

ary.

Maybe that's significant, since the
upcoming Chinese New Year is "The
Year of the Horse.”

Judith Doner Berne is the as-

sistant managing editor for the |

Oakland editions of the Observer
& Eccentric Newspapers.

City, 'burbs: ‘a separate people’

“A RACIAL divide, cavernous,
pervasive.”

These words paint bleak, shadowy
portraits of a metropolitan area
striving to survive.

But that's the way our arca has
drawn itself In a recent survey re-
cently completed by researchers at
the University of Michigan.

We, in the suburbs, are a separate
people from our brothers and sisters
In the clty. 1 guess no one is
surprised that white suburbanites
make more money than Inner-city
minorities. We could have guessed
that with the money commes a higher
level of educatlon,

But shocking is the rapidly grow-
ing disparity between the haves and
the have nots in metropolitan De-
troit, The white median household
income Is $32,500. For blacks, it Is
$16,000. Since 1980, the increase in
median income for whites has risen
nearly $10,000. For blacks it has in-
creased only $2,300,

What is disheartening Is that
whites, the segment of society in
control, show such a high inclinatlon
towards racial prejudice.

NEARLY 40 percent of whites
surveyed were decmed 1o be highly
raclally prejudiced. Only § percent
of blacks were so labeled.

Detroit NAACP president Arthur
Johnson calls It “our own form of
apartheld.”

Steve
Barnaby

And he Is right.

We are a society Jiving apart, with
little understanding of one another.

The white suburbs are stifl just
that, white. Overall, the suburbs are
93 percent white. The central eity (s
75 percent black.

Blacks suffer {rom a 19.9 percent
unemployment rate. For whites, it's
6.6 pereent.

Recently, Univeristy of Michigan
James Dr

whack when considering that 34.2 ’
percent of blacks don't complete .

bigh school, that only a third as
many blacks hold four year college
degrees as whites. .

Lack of education and opportunity
mixed with discrimlnation make for
a grisly brew of crime and poverty.

In this season of good will we must
realize that running {rom the prob-
tem is no solution at all.

‘This year on Christmas day or
during Hanukkah, when you are en-
joying the holidays with your famlly,
take a minute to think about those
who, if the trend continues, will nev-
er have a chance to enjoy such free-
dom and wealth as does white Amer-
ica.

And then, when you celebrate the
New Year, the new decade, resolve
that this is the time we will stop

p entered
the fray by taking a shot at state
prioritles by saylng we should spend
more money on education than we
do on buildIng prisons.

"I sometlmes refer to correctlons
as the new system of higher educa-
tion because (prisons) are educating
the next generatlon of erimina) lead-
ership,” he sald.

Bitter words, but ones that should
teave an unforgettable taste in our
mouths.

OUR PRIORITIES are out of

P g others of the privileges we
all should have an opportunity to
strive for and enjoy.

Resclve that this is the time we
will bring a whole new group Into
the mid-stream of American society
where their talents can be to
build a healthler and freer soclety.

And finally, let us resolve that
metropolitan Detroit, instead of fol
lowing. wilt take the lead in showing
the rest of the nation hw we can llve
In an Integrated Amerlca, .

Steve Ramnaby 1s managing ed-
itor of the 13 Observer & Eccen-
tric Newspapers.

SHE'LL KNOW IT's THE VERY BEST.
YES, THERE REALLY 1S A DIFFERENCE!

ot 1935

When you express your love with a beautiful fur coat, you'll ereate a moment that will
last forever. Gervais Furs has been a part of Christmas morning memorics for over 55
years. Qur tradition of quality, value and styling is your guarantee of the perfect gift. !

ALL CHRISTMAS PURCHASES MAY BE EXCHANGED OR REFUNDED.
Full Premium On U.S. Funds * Sales Tax Refunded ¢ Duty Free

762 Ouellette Ave., Downtown Windsor
(519) 253-2111 or {313) 496-1895

Free Parking at Rear bf Stote |

Holiday Hours: Mon. - Fri. 9 AM. - 9 P.M,
Saturday 9 A.M. -6 P.M.,




