2MFR)

O&E Thursday, Docombar 14, 1909

New ethics code undergoes fine-tuning

By Joannhe Mall:

- staf! writer

of a flnanclal disclosure
cthics

Farmington Hllls resident Luclta
‘Hempel wants a citizens

form and code to
accompany Lhe document.

“We feel you haven't got before
youa 1sce no

to develop o financlal disclosure *

form and campalgn cthics code to
- the clty’s flrst
,codo of ethics,
, . And Mayor-Elect Jean Fox doesn’t
think that's a bad idea for the new

year.

“Let them (residents) have the in-
put and have It brought into us for

‘our Input or fine-tuning,” Fox sald.
“Take the councll out of thls thing.”
- Hempel was one of a handful of
residents who served as watchdogs
.as the clty's first code of ethles was
drafted by a committee of city offi-
cials,

“This issue should not be swept un-
der the rug as other Issues have
been,"” Hempel said in a lctter read
‘publicly Monday night. .

She urged resldents’ partlelpation
before a campaign cthics codc Is de-
veloped, not when the code is almost
completed as was done with the code
of ethics.

- But some council
* disagreed.

i I think there are times when it's
. wise to get citizens lnvolved in com-
: ittecs,” sald councliman Lawrence
~.Lichtman. Unfortunately, he contin-
“wued, it's “fashlonable to have the clty
touncil punt and abdicate authority
on things.”

members

. THE ELECTION polls are the

- best means for the public to “deal”

" with a council member or candldate

; Lhey believe is not behaving ethically

: fna campaign.

. The adoption of the ethles code
was not without dcbate Monday. The
tirst complaint came {rom resldent
Masha Sllver, also a committee
watchdog. She urged the council to
delay the code’s adoption, pending
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reason to rush. I see no reason to
hutry up and enact a code now,"” Sii-
ver said, who agreed with creation
of a citlzens commlttee to complete
the addltional material.

But council members preferred to
adopt the code Monday and amend
the code later to include a financlal
disclosure form.

“If we walt until we get all these
appreved or adepted, we wen't have
the basie code,” councilman Aldo
Vagnorzi sald.

‘The pro) code addresses the
need for full financial disclosure but

wlthout réfercnce to a dlsclosure
form. City officials and employces
also are requlred Lo flle a complete
disclosure statement on an annual
basis for doing business with the
city.

The ethles code cemmittee last
week agreed to have Clty Manager
Willlam Costlck draft a financial dis-
closure form and present it to the
city councll later at a study session.

‘THE NEW code applies to clected
offictals, city employees, board and
commission members and consult-
ants, It is designed Lo be preventive
in nature rather than punitive.

The code addresses gratuitics,
preferenttal treatment, use of Infor-
mation, disclosure, outslde buslness

dealings, doing business with the
clty, suppression of public Informa-
tlon and use of city property.

Concerns or violatlons regarding
clected and appointed officlals witl
be taken to the mayar, clty counchl
and elty attorney. Employee issues
wlit be taken to the cily manager
and city attorney.

Al least flve courses of action are
listed in the ethics code when there
is a complaint, request for informa-
tion or matter concerning conflict of
Interest. One of the listed actlons Is
taking appropriate disciplinary ac-
tlan, Including removal from office
or employment in accordance with
the clty charter, city code, state law
or city regulations and policies.

Lichiman, however, suggesied re-

Ethics code won’t cover
campaign contributions

By Joanne Mallozowski
stalf wrltor

The new Farmington Hills cthles
code will not apply to contributlons
made to candidates’ political cam-
paigns.

“This is ane of the things the public
Is most interested In us taking a
strong stand on.”

Both councll members were con-
cerned that by exempting polltical
contributions, there Is no way to
monitor the amount ol Influence a

“I don’t want any on
the conflict of interest,” sald coun-
climan Alde Vagnozzl, who unsuc-
cessfuly tried to have an exemption
for political contributions in the code
deleted.

Contributions from developers are
escalating with each city councll
clectlon and possibly can have an ef-
fect on how a counct] member votes.
“I think this (s a large toophole,”
Vagnozai added.

Incoming Mayor Jean Fox agreed.
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such asa per, has
on a council member.

“It means you cannot question a
possible conflict of Interest,” Vag-
nozzl sald. “If you leave It In, we
have no recourse on ‘that kind of In-
fluence buying."” .

WHEN CANDIDATES fall to file
state required pre-clection  cam-
paign reports, the public and other
city councll members have no ldea
the amount of contributions and the
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DINNER FOR TWO, 12.95

MONDAY THROUGH FRIDAY, 4 TO 7:30 PM.

Take time out from your holiday
shopping ta dine together in our
quiet, relaxing restaurant.
Ordering for two, you may choose
Baked Lasagna, Grilled Ham
Steak, Turkey Supteme or the
Catch of the Day. Dinner includes
Salad, Vegotable, Roll and
Butter. For your convenience,
we also offer a childon’s menu.

Jacobson’s

Wo walcomo Jacobson's Charge, MostorCord? VISAT snd Amatican Expross'

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOQURS.

Shop untl 9 pm. Monday through Friday. Until 6 pm. on Saturday.

possibility of being under the influ-
ence of a heavy contributor.

But Vagnozzl and Fox stood alone.
Councltman Lawrence Lichtman
preferred leaving the excmption In
the cthics code to serve as “leglsla-
(ive history.” The cxemption clari-
fies the parameters of the code, he
sald.

Councilman Ben Marks, who
failed to file the pre-clection cam-
palgn finance statement, admitted
he recelved contributions from de-
velopers/builders, many of whom
he’s known during his career as a
bullder. He said he did not file the
pre-clection statement because hls
committee treasurer was out of
town and missed the deadllne.

‘We feel you haven’t got before you a
completed document. | see no reason
to rush. | see no reason to hurry up
and enact a code now.’

Masha Silver

moving the provision, calling It
“'poor legal drafting.”

Vagnozzl and Silver argued to
keep It In the code. Keeping It In,
Vagnozzi sald, glves “the impetus to
do somcthing.” Silver said: “It cer-
falnly would be totally watered

down without it.”

The accompanying integrity re-
port addresses the need for Integrity
in city government, why IU's import-
ant, persona) reputations, the-city's
reputation and standards of behav-
tor.

Study team mulis

future of

In the wake of vater defeat of
bonding and millage proposals
Nov. 7, the Farmington Cemmuni-
ty Library set up a study commit-
tee to discuss acute overcrowding
and space shortage at the Farm-
Ington Hills branch.

The committee met for the first
time Friday.

Earlier, the lbrary board —
represented by president Charlotte
Yaverski, vice president Robert
Plummer and trustee Ernest
Sauter — requested that the com-
mittee Include city officlals in the
two-branch library district.

Represeniing Farmington were
Mayor Shirley Rlchardsor, Mayor
Pro Tem Ralph Yoder and clty
manager Robert Deadman,

library

Farminglen Hills officials n-
cluded Mayor Terry Sever, Mayor
Pro Tem Jean Fox, councilman
Jonathan Grant and city manager
Wiltiam Costick.

Grant and Jody Soroncn repre-
sented the Citizens to Support the
Library Campalgn Committee,

“While the study commilttee had
frank discusslons about the contln-
uing spatial problems expericnced
by the library, no declsions were
rcached,” Yaverski sald.

Library trustees wlll be examin-
ing both short- and long-erm op-
tions to resolve space needs at the
main branch on 12 Mlle Road.

On Nov. 7 voters defcated a bond
issue to build a new, larger main
branch and a library aperating tax
of up 1o 1.5 millls.
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How can a multiple car family
minimize insurance costs?
No problem.

Auto-Owners gives families with two or more cars a reduced
makes their exceplional auto coverage
€ven more attractive.

ily trying to minimize insurance
E * Autg-Owners agent and find
out how this discount can be **no problem® for you.
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