Pets need a little extra care through the winter

By Jullo Brown
staf writor

UST LIKE their human coun-
'E terparis, pets need a lttle ex-

tra tender loving care during
the winter.

“1f there are dogs belng kept out-
side, there are things owners need to
(hink about,” said Linda Relder, di-
rector of educatlon for the Humane
Society of Huron Valley.

Dogs shauld be acclimated to the
cald weather before the worst of it
arrives, she sald. Doghouses should
Le insulated and sinall cnough for
the dog.

“So bigger Is not necessarily bet.
tert

A dark color is best for the exterl-
or of a doghouse, Reider said, be-
cause it will attract the sun's rays,
Clean bedding, such as straw that's
changed frequently, witl help a deg
stay comfortable in the wiater.

A CURTAIN or flap to cover a
doghouse door Is a good Idea, satd
Dr. Mary Beth Lelninger, a Plym-
vuth veterinarian, The door can be
positioned to one side a bit, cutting
down on the wind that gets Into the
oghouse.

“Dogs that are kept oulside con-
stantly nced to have their coats kept
in cxcellent condition,” sald Leln-
inger, who practices with her hus-
band, Dr. Steven Leininger, at the
DPlymeuth Velerinary Hospital. Ex-
tra brushing and comblng will help
maintain a dog’s coat and provide
additional insulatlon,

Typically, dogs who stay outside
during the winter need

pels get through the winter comfort-
ahly. Care should also be taken in the
winter not to cllp a dog's coat too
short,

It's possible for dogs to get cheml-
cal burns on the pads of their feet
after walking or runnlng through
road salt, Lelninger said, It’s a good
idea for a pet owner who goes out
jogging with a dog to wash and dry
the dog's feet right away,

DOGS WRO walk on ice can have
ice balls bulld up on their feet, Reid-
er said. It's helpful to keep a dog's
halr trimmed In that arca. The heat
from a pet owner's fingers can be
used to melt those lee balls.

Domesticated pets have an espe-

clally difflcult time staylng warm
w!l\gn the temperature drops, Relder
said,

“No animal should be outslde if
the temperature drops below zero
degrees Fahrenheit,” Some pet awn-
ers opt Lo put thelr pet in & basement
or garage when It's extremely cold.
Older dogs and sick dogs should
sleep indoors In the winter.

Other wintertime tips for pet care
tnclude:

® A pet's cutdoor arca should be
kept clean, and feces pleked up regu.
larly.

© Pets should be kept up to date
on vaccinatlons.

#® Pet owners should be careful
not to overfeed sedentary dogs.

® Caged blrds should be kept in-
doors and away from drafts. If win-
dows and doors aren't well-insulat-
cd, birds may be affccted by drafts.
® Sufflclent supplies of birdsecd
:fndsbc put out regularly for wild
rds.

Leinlnger, Kunze and Relder are
all pet owners and animal Jovers,
They take good care of thelr pets
and encourage other people to do the
same,

“Most people that have pets have
them because they Jove the anlmal,”
Letninger sald, but some don't know
what's invelved In caring for a pet.

“I think most people are really
cojr:’sclcntluu: about thelr pets,” she
said.

Cheerleaders stop at hospital
on way to national competition

Thirtecen Varsity Rocket
Cheerleaders motercaded to Cleve-
land Saturday to pick up Kimberly
Picree last weekend, who makes the
full contingent of their t4-member
squad. The East Mlddle School stu-
dent had been confined to Ralnbow
Babies in Children's Hospital, in
Oblo since Oct. 2.

Deanna  Highl, a Ruockel
cheerlcader for four years and now
in her third year of coaching the
squad, said “Kimmy s getting out of
the hospital just in time for heavy

greater amounts of food, she sald.
The quality of nutrition's also im-
portant, and velerinarians can
:llv\sc pet owners on what food to
uy.

“We know pretty much the stuff
that's good and the stuff that isn't,”
Leininger sald.

Pets who stay outside in the win-
fer need a steady supply of water.
it's helpful to take warm water out
1o & dog at least two or three times
daily, Leininger said, as water will
{reeze quickly outdoors.

fieated water bowls are another
option for dogs who stay ouiside,
said the Humane Soclety of Huron
Valley's Reider.

Few cats are outdoors all the time
in the winter, Leininger said, but
cats can stilt be injured in the win-
ter. In cold weather, cats may crawl
under a car and work their way
toward the warm englne.

CATS CAN then be injured or
killed when the cngine Is started.
Honking a car's horn or knocking on
the hood before starting the engine
can alert a cat that It's time to get
moving.

Pet owners and others need to be

careful when disposing of anti{recze,
said Jackie Kunze, assistant shelter
manager at the Michlgan Humane
Sociely’s Westland shelter,
The smell and taste of antifreeze
autracts pets, but antifreeze can be
deadly, It's essential not to leave an-
tifrecze around where pets can get
into it, Kunze said.

Pets are at somewhat greater risk
of respiratory infections in the cold-
er weather, Leininger sald. Pet own-
ers should be careful about leaving
pets accustomed to belng Instde out~
doors for too long.

"Most housc dogs do not want to
stay out for leng periods of time,”
Kunze said. Dogs who spend most of
their time Indoors don’t have heavy
coals to protect them from the cold.

“it's kind of lixe us going out In
the wintertime with summer cIoll_llu

practice in pr for national
competition. We're practicing two
hours a day, three days a week. She's
quick. She can pick up fast whatever
she's missed,”

While the cheerleaders were in the
hospital, the squad, including
Kimberly, entertained children in a
few of the wards with some of the
cheers that qualified them for na-
tional competition.

The squad of 13.ycar-olds won a
First Division rating in competition
among junior high school students
while they were attending
cheerleading camp last summer,
which put them in the running for
national competition which begins
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Create Your Own
Bathing Suit!
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swimwear
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in a few days to
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your body.
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fabric and pattern
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Dec. 27 In Kansas City,

Kimberly is the davghter of Mr.
and Mrs. Randy Picrce of Farming-
1on Hills, She, her brother Brett, and

her twin sister, Kristle, who dled last
year, were National Poster Children
for the Cystle Fibrosis Foundatlon in
1982,
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Your generous donation to
the Torch Drive can help
the elderly.
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Stvled by Andrew Marc, Lanvin,
and Carole Little.

Fully Reversible
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Removable Liners

369-°779

Women's Sizes
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FINE FURS AND APFPARE

fFur Lined
Bomber jackets

AMen’s and Women's Leather Bombers
with New Zealand Opossum Liners.

AMen's Sizes

38-48

THIS CHRISTMAS DECK THE HALLS WITH BOUGHS OF HOLLY —
AND DECK THE CEILINGS OF YOUR HOUSE WITH THE GREATEST
GIFTS OF ALL — CASABLANCA FANS!

Your ne
neighbors

Did you meot them yol?
Almost 1 of overy 5 Amari-
cana movos oach yoar, and
wheravar Americans mave,
Gaoting To Know You wai-
cames thom, with much
mora than just "Howdy.”
ﬁnmng To Xnow You and
5
tamihos In fown fool wol-
come with a v

Jjust
moved
in...

sponsars mako now

%
Headboarnde

Oqfctiatzy
gag'u:ci

Ly the Yard or Custom Weade

=1

Uppcouens
Drages & (Cornices
Waltpager

158 Rochester Road « 2 Blks. S. of 14 Mile Rd.
3

f =T

ling To Know You is the
bost w&y tine morchants
and qualfiod professionals
can Invite now businoss,
now flends to come k.

In New

NEWCOMERS

NATIONWIDE

To become & aponece, call
8

(800) 645-637!

York State (800) $12-8400

YOU'LL HAVE A REMARK-

ABLY HAPPY FAMILY —

C 4 SUMMER AND WINTER
AUKE, WITH REVERSE

WARM AIR AWAY FROM
THE CEILING. FOR THE .
MERRIEST CHRISTMAS
OF ALL, AND THE BEST
PERFORMING FAN OF ALL
—IT'S CASABLANCA.
SLUMBER SILENT, WITHA
GREAT WARRANTY AND
STYLES AND COLORS
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