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Students try on disabilities to understand others

. Lynn Gross, a certified

Eagle

therapy

. as 8rad Barlh mancuvers o wheelchair to try to pick up a cookie
. jar trom a counter {op. The purpose of the exercise was to show

By Darroll Clom
stalf writer

Anthany Bonelli was not insane
when he allegedly drowned his girl-
friend, and he Is competent to stand
trial, according 10 a state report.

But a defense atlorney disputes
the findings fn the long-awaited state
Forenslc Center report and  has
called for another psychiatric evalu:
ation of Bonelli.

“We obviously feel that he (Bonel-
1) was not crimjnally responsible for
his actlons,”, altorney Howard Wit-
tenberg saldi “Qur whole defense is
‘not guilty’ by reson of insanity.”

Bonelll Is agcused in the drowning
death of 17-year-old Kristina Marie
Fracchla, whese [ully clothed body
was found face down March 17 in
Orchard Lake'by! Oakland County
Draln Commisslon workers.

A pretrial hepring scheduled for
this week: was postponed untll next
Wednesday after attorneys received
the state forensle report, which was
requested six months ago under a
court order,

State experts wrote in their report

that they didn't believe Bonelli met
the statutory criteria for being in-
sane, Wittenberg said.

“THEY DIDN'T {feel that he rose
to that level” Wittenberg said.
“They feel that he’s mentally ill, but
they feel that he understood his con-
duct and, therefore, didn't meet the
statutory criteria for being insane,
That is basically what we're taking
issue with."

Assistant prosecutor Fred Miller
said Monday (hat he (s “disappointed
that there’s golng to be a further de-
lay in this case.”

1 felt that his (Bonelli's) actions
were rather calceulated from the be-
ginning," Milter said But he added
that defense attorneys “have that
right” to seek a second psychialric
opinion.

Wittenberg said the defense is con-
tending that Bonelll was “definitely
having mental problems at the time
of the offense” and that "he still is."

Bonelli has had a history of men-
tal illness, Wittenbetg sald, adding
that Bonelli's “whole adolescence
was just a very terrible experience.”

use wheelchairs,

Drowning death suspect
‘not insane, report says

THE DEFENSE is in the process
of seeking a psychiatrist to conduct
the second vxamination of Bonelli,
who was a )7-year-old student at the
Farmington Tralning Center for
emotionally impaired students when
he was arrested and charged with
open murder. He remains in the
county jai).

The defense Is expected to choose
a psychlatrist prior 10 Wednesday's
pretrlal hearing before Qakland
County Circuit Court ludge Alice
Gilbert, Wittenberg sald. The judge
may decide at the pretrial hearing to
set a timetable for having the second
psychiatric evaluation completed

Wittenbuerg said he expects to ask
Gilbert to grant the defense €0 days
for the process.

Wittenberg noted that  Gilbert
“wants to get this thing tnoving."
But he added that defense atiorneys
consider the psychiatric tests “a se-
rious matter” that should not be
rushed. That is why they have not
pushed the issue of a speedy trial,

Wittenberg said he cxpects the tri-
al wili be delayed unti) early spring.

Hills couple’s backyard named
a designated haven for wildlife
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has been near. Blood will mar their

wooden deck. ‘And he{knows when

abandoned baby rabblts near death
. belong to a flrst-time mother rabbit
- —~ a novlce to the responsibilities of
. parentlng in the wild,
¢ “I understand therc's nalure.
¢ There's a batance, And that's the
- way It Is,” Derek sald. “It's a very
: uneducated thing to Interfere.
¢ Judy Derek has groomed her
- knowledge of nature from her hus-
< band, who bas nurtured hls love for
< wildlife by reading and experlment-
- Ing. "It's the lifc cycle. T like watch-
~ ing nature llke this,” she sald.

THEIR LIVES are ftlled with a lot
of noticing, watching catmly and
standlng stlil for something to move.
On the tarp covering thelr above-
< ground poo), the Dereks one day dis-
~ covrred that ducks found it a perfect
< place to act out thelr courtshlp and
- wating. '

‘ The} d that an area

v

‘| thought something had to be done to
bring back wildlife habitat. We're here
to share a planet. Somebody’s got to

do something.’

— Joe Derek

served as a “‘wintering area” for
garden snakes. “On & warm spring
day, you'll see little periscopes pop-
ping up,” Derek sald, referring to the
snakes awakening (rom thelr season-
al homes.

Along the way, Derek also discov-
ered that opposum and skunks cau-
tiously share the dens of hibernating
woodchucks. And with a cleaner
creek, Derck has found bullfrogs and
smail-mouth bass,

The Dercks also discovered (hat

jof_thelr acreage near the creek,

they have to manage the
habitat. “When you take carc of a

natural area, you have to pl!ny
Mother Nature,” Derek sald. For ex-
ample, the fox squirrels have hid to
be relocated, as have some of fhe
raccoons, to make way for loX,
and gray squlrrels.

Looking forward to spring,
already has plans. Praying
cggy wili be attached to
branch when It's warmer, reauy for
hatching, Vines will be plantcdddn a
downed Lree a3 @ means of
ing humming blrds and butte|
one of Derek's true lovea,

DY BORST/stall photographer
how everyday objects, such as wasle baskets
and objects le!t on the floor, can pose ophluclcs to people who

RM BRACES held one stu-
dent’s arms rigld, maklng it
tough to put on a shirt.

Another could use only
his head against a switch to draw on
o computer screen. His hands didn't

“For kids who have never ever
drawn a plcture before, this (the
computer) can be very exciting,”
sald Kathy Nicholas, helping a fifth
grader learn the special computer
program.

1t was all part of Changing Places,
an annual event at Eagle Elementa-
ry School, in which general educa-
tion students learn about the prob-
lems encountered by speclal educa-
tion students attending the
Farmington Hills school.

Statlons involving speech, physlcal
therapy and other specialists guide
general education students through a
variety of activitles designed to help
them understand classmates who
have disabllities.

“It's really nice how the other
children accept them," observed Jo
Esper, a paraprofessiona! who has
worked with special education siu-
dents In the Farmington district for
the past 10 years, “They love It
Each one is anxious to try the next
thing.”

Occupatlonal therapist Laura
Barker said after cach cxercise, she
could sense students’ [rusiration at
belng “handicapped.”

“We're trying to increase sensitiv-
ity to what it's like to be handi
capped,” she explained.

Part of her program taught gener-
al education students what (t was
like to have muscle weakness in one
slde of the body. Students learned 1o
tle a shoe with the use of one hand.

The Changing Places program
also helps general “education stu-
dents deal with special education

rs — students mainstreamed into
regular classroom settings.

RANDY BORST/3tatt photogeashar -

Joan Crawford (adult) shows Eagle students Tracy Weiss {cen- -
1er) and Brenda Bittikofer how o computer speaks back words -
that have been typed Into it by a person with a speech handi-
cap.

ESSENTIAL

SHIRT

A wardrobe basic
that's always an
appreciated, and
oltenworn gift. The
overlapping coffar is
a nice touch under
sweaters for layering,
and the front box
pleal gives it pizzarz
when wore alone. or
vnder a suit. Cotton!
polyester biend in
white or cream.

Sizes 416, $36.

Jacobson’s

Now Open Evenings

Shop until 9 p.m. Monday through Fridey. Unth &
Wo walcoma Jacobson's Charge, MastesCard? VISAY and Amorican Expreas?

CONVENIENT HOLIDAY HOURS.

p.m, on Saturday.
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