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Peter Soave of per

forms on an unusual instrument, the
bayan, a Slavic verslon of the accor-
dian. It resembles the accordlon and
its: sound is similar, The right slde
cunslsts of levers, or buttons, chro-
matically 'sequenced, Instead of a
regular keyboard.

On‘ﬁmrny, there's nothlng unusual
about, the accordion or Its Felatives.
1t Is unusual, however, to hear such
an Instrument used for classical rep-
ertolre, and handled with such skiil.

Soave and an orchestra of musi-

4 Avigdor
Zaromp

w

ten for the by
rary compescrs or lended them-
selves naturally to the bayan.
Concerto for Bayan and Orchestra
by the Russlan composcr Tchalkln
opened the program. It Is long and
overbearlng for my taste, But it pre-
senta hall to

Bach on bayan makes sense — sometimes

The one (raditional item was the
Suite for Viola DaGamba and Harp-
sichord by Bach in D Major. The cel-
lo, the dagamba's modern counter-
part, was played by Marcy Chan-
teaux of the Detroit Symphony
Orchestra,
of the bayan for

clans, some from the Detrolt Sym-
phony Orchestra, gave a concert at
the Falrlane Club In Dearborn.

One has to be fMexible on the issue

!

of stylistic authentlelty when dealing
wlth works written for a different
medium. Most of the things on this
program, however, were elther writ-

who Is willing to expend
time and effort on its behall, Other
items on the program, mostly by 1lt-
tle-known composers, were more ac-
cessible and tended to highlight the
impressive talent and  virtuosity
needed.

Chamber concerts fall below expectations

By Avigdo} Zaromp
stalf writer

‘Two major chamber eveuls took
place at Orchestra hall last week.
Both could have been outstanding
under the rlght circumstances, but
weren't. The firsl featired the Chi-
«<ago Symphony Chamber players on
the Chamber Music Soclety of De-
Irait (CMS) serics.

A top orchestra such as the Chica-
o Symphony s expected {o have top
musiclans as its members. Indeed,
must of the members of the chamber
group appearing on this event are
fine musicians.

Unlfortunately, the audicnce had
the chance to enjoy this fine musl-
clanship only in a small portlon of
the program — the Quintet for Clarl-
net and Strings K. 581 by Mozart.
The other jtems were a quintet for
gullar and strings by Boccherinl and
two works by the Michigan compos-
er Willilam Bolcom,

1 never understand why those in
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charge of musical events go out of
thelr way to flnd trivlal, banal and
boring works, when vastly superior
material is available.

THIS ISN'T to say that only the
top masterpleces should be per-
tormed. There s certalnly room for
occaslonal lesser works. Thus, there
is good reason to perform works by
Boccherinl even though he wasn't n
the same league with Beethoven or
Brahms or several others that come
to mind.

Boccherinl, who enjoys only a lim-
Ited cxposure with a couple of
works, could use every possible
boost. Several of hls works are in-
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spired and a joy Lo listen to. The gui-
tar quintet on this program, howey-
cr, iso’t one of those. It Is a long,
overblown and redundant exercise of
emptiness — not of the kind likely to
enhance the stature of a composer
who may b underrated,

Bolcom, a leading Michigan and
natlonal compser, recetved a Pul-
Itzer prlze recently for one of his
works. I have no quarrel with his tal-
ent and sincerity. I have heard hls
music and there is littie doubt that It
deserves promotion and exposure.

His works on thls program, Fancy
Tales for Violin and Plano and Ses-
slon III for Clarinet, Violin, Cello,

Piane and Percussion, probably have
merit. However, one of these pleces,
preferably the Fancy Tales, would
have been enough to get the message
across. Anything more amounts to
an attempt to ram this music down
the threats of unwllling llsteners.
This may only create greater resist-
ance to this music, which may de-
scrve a better chance.

Musical content was no problem
with the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra event, featuring Bach's six Bran-
denburg concertl. There were no
qualms about ke caliber of the per-
lorming muslclans who, like thelr
Ch!ca[ga calleagues, are first class.
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the harpsichord, is far more contro-
verslal. To be sure, it wasn't the kind
of Bach I prefer to hear on a regular
basts, But It provided a different bal-
ance and put the two nstruments on
more equal terms.

‘The harpsichord Is typlcally too

wenk to compete with the cello for
its skare of attenti 3 In this seiting
the harpsichord ?themes came
through ltoud andXdledr. However,
even allowing sonid atyllstie liber-
tics, more work on the detalls is
needed to retaln the minsterful quati-

1y.

y‘i‘rlnls and explorations are the es-
sence of art. Not all experlments are
likely to result Slzgnqualllled suce
cess, But Peter ¢ |s onc person
who is willing to yndertake the chal-
lenges. He Is gclj‘h}g Impressive re-
sults — at least sdme of the time.
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