Fa'eeway opening closes era in history

Seco relaed editorial,

By Jackie K!dn
staff writer

An ample nicie will be carved in
history for I-696: Never has easl had
50 much trouble meeting west as the
final eight-mile nk of the cxpress.
way through southQakland County.

They bullt the Jeffries and
Chrysler freeways'in the nearly 30
years it took 10 argue about the
route of 1-696.

The dispute had h.cn raging stnce
Ike was in the White House, stnce the
Russians launched Syutnik | ang the
USS. seat man to the moon.

THE CONCEPT of 1-696 100k
shape in 1955 when the U.S. Bureau
of Public Roads (now the Federa)
Highway A ation) ap

Thuraday, Decomber 14, 1989 O&E

{8.Wb.La.T.Rao.FISA

The new expressway - where to get on and off ;-
n - = I
s __&a::_l._,_. = Q ;: g E
: = L8 2 g =,

s . 8 N “? 3 g8 § E
5 2 = E ; L Qe ] f
o = () ° o R FET Ny

2 - w D parks- 71 1 s < i

1

determined that the road should run
along a corridor between 10 and 11
Mile.

In 1957, newly elected State High.
way Commissioner John C. Mackic
|ncluded <construction of the first 88

i

the Michigan State Highway un:m
ment’s cecommendation 1o include
the eas-west freeway to serve the
rapidly growing areas of south Qak-
land and Macomb countics.

Studies between 1956 and 1963

of the freeway in his
tirst five- -year construction plan.

The western stretch of 1696 —
from the 1.96 (nterchange in Novi to
TLItgmph in Southfield — opened in

Omclals met in Lansing for heat-

JERAY ZOLYNSKY/3tatt pholographor

On te eve of its opening, |-696 curves cast between
Northwestern. in the background are the high-rises of South-

field's Prudential Town Center,

New road steers
motorists safely

By Tim Sty
statf wrlter %

A sn‘:miﬁ. Sl‘]u ride on a “'state-of-
the-art” freeway awaits motorisis
on the final lego!f 1-696, which opens
ioday, said :Jahes Pitz, Michlgan
Department of 1 anspcrmuon direc-
tor.

“They. can expdct a very smooth
ride, a very efficient ride,” Pitz said,
“They will savt a tremendous
amount of time aad travel a whole
fot safer.”

Among some of the notable fea-
tures inciuded along the $436 million
9.1-mile segment arc.Sign posts that
break away on Impict; numbered
sections, to allow resoye teams casy
access to accident victhns; and light
poles bullt Into recessed arcas of the
freeway’s pitractiye brick  walls,
Pitz said. r !

To reduce glare for
drivers as they pass
through tunnels under
Iqe three plazas, the
brightness of tunnel
lights are controlled by
sunlight, through a
phoato cell,

mnjor contributlon to (driver) safe-
1y."” Pitz added.

Roadslde telephones also could be
a reallty along the stretch, and Pitz
sald a water supply for fires wil] be
available,

And, (o reduce glare for deivers as
they pass through tunnels under the
three plazas, the brightness of tunnel
lights are by sunilght,

Another
Pltz sald, s the transformation of an
overpass near Lincoln {10% Mile)
and Greenfleld into a communlly

park.

A 500-foot-long déc \shich cven-
tually wili become atplayground, Al
lows pedestrian access to nearby
synagogues for 10,000 Opthodox
Jews who live in the area and whe
cannot use motor vehleles‘on the
Sabbath,

THRQUGI THE inclusion of pla-
2a decks, Pltz sald the freeway is al-
lowed to aesthetically blead into
nearby communities.

But safety and convenlerce are
the features that most of the public
wlil benefit from the link, which is
built below surface, Pitz said.

“The (medlans) are the new high-
way design, to re-dlrect vehlcies and
avoid potentlal for cross-over accl-
dents,” Pitz explatned. “The Ughting
will be In recessed areas, so it wilt
be almost impassible to hit a light
pole. And there will be bmal«away
posts for signs.,

“These are all mddern
innovatlons. , .There Is no \safer
type highway we know of than this
kind of freeway. Thls will make a
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through a photo cell, sald MDOT's
Paul Garceau.

THE FINAL picce of 1-696, which
was orlginally on the drawing board
in 1957, also Is expected to make life
casier for those now able to dircctly
commute from Novl east to St. Clair
Shores.

And, according to MDOT traffic
cngineer Paul Riley, the new free-
way should relieve congestlon on
cast-west arteries such as the mile
roads. A period of commuter experl-
mentatlon is expected,

“The motorlst Is golng to try this
{freeway) route," Rlley said, "And I
its casier for hlm to use, he wlll
probably stay on it.

“They also may flnd, with other
trafflc coming to (he freeway, thelr
trips on 12 Mile, for cxample, wlil be
less congested. So they may declde
to stay on that roadway for a short
trip.”

When the segment opens, it will
end years of frustratlon where peo-
ple would randomly “pick a mile
road to drive,” Plizsald.

“As far as southern Oakland Coun-
ty Is concerned, this wlll be of a tre-

cd discussions and negoliations.
Smoke rings formed big zeros as
state officials and community lead-
ers falled to agree on an alignment.
Hoped-for construction was repeat-
cdly delayed,

Gov. George Romney entered the
fray in 1964. But 2 later 16-hour
marathon session in Southfield with
leaders from six cities ended in a
stalemate.

AFTER MOSRE squabbling, a bill

was signed by the &.CEISIEIIB!E in
1968 authorizing binding arbitration
of disputes over recfay routes that
couldn't be settled by negotiations.
Trying to promoteagrecment, the
State Highway Cortlnission altered
the proposed route incation but left
it on the 10 and 11 Nile corridor.
When some copmunities stood
firm against the ncw route, the com-
mission declared the situation dead.
locked. Romney ppointed a three-

i

member arbitration pancl, all De-
troiters.

Opponents sought a court injunc
tion te prohiblt the board from tak-
ing actlon. Bat the Oakland County
Circuit Court upheld the arbitration
law.

TIHE BOARD made its route deci-
sion [n October 1968, setting off an-
other round of legal battles to halt
implementation of the board's deci-
sion,

~
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The State Supreme Court ﬁmll
settled the brouhaha, upholdlng Lb!
of he

law,

In 1969, Congress passed the N;—
tional Environmental Protection Act
setting up stiff requirements fof
highways that affect parks, wetlands
and other envirenmental features. .+v;

Opponents of I-696 scized the op*
portunity to proclalm that I-696 cage
struction would Imperil the Detroil
Zoo and Rackham Golf Course which
fcll in the proposed path of the hlm

A 1974 headline In the Southtleld
Eecentric read “1-696  deflnitely
coming — and before 1980." But the
cight-mile link rematned a concrc(q
phantom without a shovel.

OPPOSITION CONTINUED frofn
Lathrup Village and Pleasant Ridge
and from a group called COUPON,
Communlty Organlzations Unlted
Preserve Qur Nelghborhoods. %

Freeway fighters took thelr argi:
ments to court. COUPON called for
reconstruction of 10 Mlle, 11 Mﬂn
and 13 Mile in Southficld.
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vin Trenute Tradens'™ wl Beverdy Hills
as they umenl onginal picces once destined
tar the King al 8§

emeraddl and chests al silver voins were

. Silver bars, gold.

SUNKEN TREASURE
FOUND ON THE ATOCHA
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treasure, made from the actual silver ingots resrieved
from the ship, Pendants, pins and carings in the
shapes of coins, crucifives, crosses. artifacts, hearts

ot e e 1

aboard te gatlean Nuestra Scnora de Atocha
when it sank i raging horricane in 1622 off the
couant ol the Flrida Keys. AL aitempts o Tocate the
wrechage Leiled tor more than three centuries, vatil
1985 when the tast catpo was found, 108 repined to
be the fuegest anben tressure Hod ever. and you can
seg ab mns at oae ol sae trunk sbowaings,

You'll see the enginal sdser and gold coiny fashioned
10t exquiste pemdanis, surrounded by gold, dian
amd preciows tmes. Plus, reproduvtians of the ori

 HUDSON'S

and mote. All parl of the ariginal treasuse trove. Bach
with a cenificate of uuthenticity. And most are
engrined with “Atocha 16227 Don't miss this ¢hance
ta see and own a piece of sunken treasure. $38 to
$1,000. Selection may vaey by store. Fashion Jeweley.

Twelve Oaks, Friday, December 18 11 aom-3 p m.
Lakeside, F Devember 15, 5.9 p.m.
Oakland, Salurday, December 16, 11-3 p m.
l‘nlrlnnc. Saturday, December 16, 11:3 p,

rthland, ‘tumh) December 17, mmn -l pm
Enstland, Sunday. December 17, noon-4 p.m.

mendous g8)
enst-west traffic," mlcy sald,

Jj SPECIAL HOLIDAY HOURS: OPEN MONDAY.SATUADAY 9.30-10, SUNDAY 10-9.
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