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Students gain in MEAP science, reading scores; dip in math

By Darroll Clem
statt writar

Walled Lake students posted gains
in sclence and reading scores on the
Ex

Program tests thls year, but math
scores dipped alightly in two of three
grade levels tésted.

Sclence scores soared, In some
cases jumping by more than 20
polnts on a 100-point scale.

Educators offered an easy expla.
natlon: The MEAP test is usually
taken by students in the fourth, sev-
enth and 10th grades, but the sclence

Walled Lake Schools

portion this year was
to puplls In the flIth, elghth and 11th
grades.

The science test was moved up a
grade: level because many students
were belng tested In certaln arcas
before they had recelved the instrue-
tlon, said David Donovan, the Michl-
gan Department of Education’s as-

New reading test was

By Darroll Clam
statf writor

Fewer than half of the Walled
Lake students who took the new
state-mandated reading test passed
both portlons of it.

But results of the revamped Mich-
igan Educatlonal Assessment Pro-
gram reading test should not be
vlewed as an indlctment against the
Walled Lake readlng program, sald
schoal district spokeswoman Lois

ear here that our
let us down,” she

i the foueth, seventh and
Fxﬂu t‘??k the new two-part
D

test, aimed at measuring a hlgher
level of reading by forcing pupils to
answer  test  questlons requirlng
more analytical skills,

Students were tested last Septem-
ber on two reading selections — a
story and an informational passage
simllar to those found in a soclal
studies or science textbook, Lange
said.

Only 30.5 percent of 10th graders
passed both. portions, in additlon to
42.1 percent of seventh graders and
40.7 percent of fourth graders.

SCORES ON the new test were
matleally lower than sgeres en
. basic reading test that also
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sistant il d
assistance.
Sophomores, for example, were
being tested In biology, though many
distrlets postpaned teaching it until
the 11th grade, Donovan said.
Morcover, the science test change
relleved some of the test pressure
for teachers and students at the

for

fourth, seventh and 10th grade lev-
els, and it resulted ln less jnstruc-
tlonal time belng taken away from
those same groups, Donovan sajd,

MEANWHILE, Walled Lake stu-
i

Lols Lange, Walled Lake Schools
spokeswoman,

Despite gains in basle reading
scores, Walled Lake puplls showed
dramatically lower scores on a new,
tougher po)rtlfrl' of the MEAP read-

dents also showed tmp: n
basle reading scores on the MEAP
test, Jumping from 855 to 89.9 In
10th grade, 89.1 to 93.8 in seventh
grade and 86.1 to 80.2 in fourth
grade.

Scores reflect the percentage of
pupils who reccived a satlsfactory
score by mastering 75 percent or
more of the objectives tested, sald

tougher, official says

was administered last fall. Results
of the latter test showed that 89.9

reent of 10th graders , In
addition to 93.8 percent of seventh
graders and 90.2 percent of fourth
graders,

Instead of measuring how well pu-
pils comprehend what they read,
however, {he older test focuses more
on “testing skills in Lsolation,” such
as root words, deflnitions and suf-
fixes, Lange sald.

"The theory behind the new test Is
that mastering the separate reading
skills doesn't guarantee that the
child will become a good reader,”
che zald, “It's an cntlrely different
type of test than the kids have ever

taken or we've ever adminlstered.”

State officlals had expected the
new reading scores to be much lower
than scores on the older reading test,
sald Davld Donavan, the Michlgan
Dupartment of Education’s assistant
superintendent for technlea) assist-
ance,

“It's a much more challenging
test,” he said.

Still, educators waid the new
scores can be used as a benchmark
from which {future reading scores
can be measured. Educators expeet
the scores to gradually improve as
school districts adapt thelr readlng
programs {o the state's revised goals
and obfectives.
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ing test this year for
the flrst time. (See related story.)

In math, 10th grade scores showed
progress, climbing from 73.0 polnts
io 77.1. However, math scorcs
dipped from 89.2 to 89.0 for fourth
graders and from 820 to 81.7 for
seventh graders.

“Overall we're very pleased with
1he results here,” Lange sald, adding
that significant gains In other sub-
Jects outweighed the slight drop In
math scores.

HIGH SCHOOL cducators
appeared pleased that their students
posted gains in every subject,
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“We're certalnly encouraged by
that,” sald Dennis Champnelia, prin-
cipal of Walled Lake Western High
School. Champnella attributed the
Improved scores to “a more concen-
trated effort on the part of the de-
partment heads to work with staff
and focus on the objectives that stu-
dents had been falllng short In.”

Lange said educators wlll use the
latest MEAP scores to examine the
broad-based curriculum strengths
and weaknesses and to help address
problem areas for indlvidual stu-
dents.

An analysis of how Walled Lake
ranked among the state’s school dis-
tricts will not be avallable untH ear-
ly next year, when a state analysis
will be completed and released, edu-
cators said.
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