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By Corinne Abatt
stalt wlter

In the course of Its history neon
has been utitlzed for everything
from spelling out “Eats” on the
slde of back road restaurants in the
'308 to the frecform arches in the
Pcople Mover Greektown Statlon

* deslgned by Stephen Antonakos.

“Kelth Sonnler: Neon,” an Instal-
latlon of four sculptures at Cran-
brook Academy of Art Museum

. through thls month, aids In re-cs-
tablishing it as a fine art medlum.
Sonnler uses it with all of the
panache of a cclebrated painter.
While he leaves the actun] techni-
cal hands-on part of the work to ox-
perts, he Is the designer who has a
thorough knowledge of the sclentlf-
I aspects of hls medium and how
to get the colors and cffects he
wants.

He was greatly influenced by hls
extensive travel and study In Indla
and the Far East, He sald the plece
In the show Ifrom his “Sel” scrles,
the earliest In the exhiblt, is “made
from drawings in China, It is derla-
{ive of ca]llgr:phy. It's sort of a
symbol of man.”

Another plece Is the show he safd
Is reminlscent of plctographs "fust
before the drawlngs begin to be
less abstract.”

SINCE 1965 when he was award-
od a graduate fellowship at
Rutgers, he has been known for
wnrklng with industrial materials
such as felt, vacuformed plastics
and extruded alumnlum. He has
also done sculptures of bamboo,
cheesecloth, foam rubber and com-
blnatlons thereof. But, he sald he
wanted 10 do free standing work,
he wanted to release it from the
base completely. The neon works In
this exhlbitlon, particular)y the pic-
togram one, float without any ap-
parent anchor or peripheral con-
finement, so he succeeds in lifting
his work from the ground.

That, some may remember, was
the excltement of early neon signs,
they seemed to hang In the atmos-
phere on snowy or foggy nights like

Leon Golub is one of a few
artists presently working who
uses his skills to build aware-
ness of the need for social
change, Some of his works in
the Cranbrook show depict
vlolence. The one pictured at
right, “Threnody,"” speaks of
terror.

ifts neon
skyward

colorful messages from oulcr
space.

Sonnier makes sure there's no
pretense of that kind in hls work.
He almost flaunts hls debt to tech-
nology, showlng the wires, plugs
and transformers and actually in-
corporating the wires into the de-
slgn as lines In a drawlng,

To achleve the cffects he wanted
with neon, he knew he had to work
with architcets and he Is presently
doing large public works of art in
Long Beach, Ca. and New Orleans,
La.. A third, major work for the
airport in Munlch, Germany awaits
final approval. This latter, he said,
wlll be a functional plece of art, for
it wlll help orlent people to the col-
or codlng of the four zones of the

ﬂe llku to ccmb!ne neon with
other

"Plclognph

inches, appears to soar much higher In its effact upon the
scnaes. “Wall Stash [I,” 97 by 157 by 12 inches, combines
alumnium snd neon. It is a later work, more Indlcative of

of nnon. above, by Knl!h Scnnler 72 by 98

mirrors,” he s.\id nddlng that hc
has used mlrrors in the past and
plans to do so again. He sees alum-
nium and copper contlnuing to
have strong potential for using In
combinatlon with neon.

The exhibltion in the hall oppo-
slte Is “Leon Golub: The Aesthetics
of Power,” six very large social
commentary, paintings on un-
stretched canvas. Golub butit up
his paint, then scraped and re-
moved the layers, to, create a
sparsely colored surface as free of
gloss and shine as the skin of 2 po-
tato.

His dramas of simple, bu:lc pto- 2

ple whose lives are
known or unseen assallants, are set
In South America.

dircction of the artist’s current work.

On her toes
or in the air,

F
she

By Cotlnne Abatt
staff writor

Wendy Shapero af West Bloom-
fteld may seften her naturally mis-
chevious look when she dances the
role of Clara In the “Nuteracker”
ballet at 7:30 p.m. Friday at Oakland
Communlty College, Royal Oak. Cer-
talnly, in pensive moments, the 18-
year old dancer with the beautlful
complexion, haunting blue eyes and
cascade of strawberry blond hair,
loo,ks the part and is looking forward
toit.

The productlon is by the Contem-
porary Civic Ballet Company, Rose
Marje Floyd, director and choreog-
rapher. Shapero, a 1989 Groves High
School graduate, Oakland Communi-
ty College student and dance teacher
at Floyd's school, has been perform-
ing on stage since she was 3 years
old and has studied with Floyd for 15
years.

Her most unusual appearance was
as the double for the witch In Michi-
gan Opera Theatre’'s “Hansel and
Gretel” last month when she {lew 40
feet above the stage, wiggling and
squlrming In full witch regalia — to
the dellght of the audience. She also
was one of the two flying angels in
the opera but felt more encumbered
with the bulk of the wings and halo
than in her cutrageous witch cos-
tume.

Jeffrey Bruce who played the
witch, wanted no part of flylog. Sha-
pero, on the other hand, said, “I
didn't have a problem with it from
the start, 1 could do whatever 1
wan|

THE MI‘_\ITION of a another fly-
ing role, “Peter Pan,” brings a blg
smlle to her face — indeed, she'd
like to do that onc sometime. One
she has done and especially liked
was Puck In “Midsummer Night's
Bream” with the Contemporary Civ-
ic Ballet. The video of that won first
prize in heavy competition. A guest
artist from the Joffrey Ballet who

By Corinne Abatt
stoff writer

If there are stlil question marks on
your gift list, then some new books
by local authors that may ncver
make the best seller list, could erase
your worrles.

During the year, handsome books
arrive at the newspaper offlce and
some never get as much attentfon as
they deserve.

What better time than now to
present a few unhcaralded llterary
works when the whole world s
aglitter with milllons of things to
choose from and that very array
dims (he senses and puts the selece-
tive juices on automatle pilot?

If the word archltecture creates
pleasant brain waves then two local-
ly generated, clegantly. presented
books may make it to your Ilst.

“Color in Archltectural Illusira-
tion" by Richard Rochon and Harold
Linton, VanNostrand Relnhlold, is an
engaging and detalled study of the
effect color In Mlustratlons of build-
ing3 has on the final product. Linton,
an artlst and cotor theorist, is a pro-
fessor at Lawrence Technological
Unlverslty of Southfteld and Rochon
Is a lecturer in architecture at tho
same schoal.

E"THB ARCHITECTURE OF
GUNNAR Blrkerts,” The American

Thll Is tho second book on
contamporary glass artists
that Ferdinand Hampson has
edited and complled.

Institute of Architects Press, covers
the work of this

for his books surveying the sculpture
of the world. This new one, “Louls G.
Redstone From Isracll Ploncer to
American  Architect," lowa State
Unlversity Press, Is the story of an
Impressive individual who never
stops glving of himsell. 1t beglns in
Grodno, Russia, where he was born
In 1903 and relates his escape to
Palestine in 1920 and lfe in the Unkt-
ed States. His physical work in
Palestinc, to help build a country, in
lurn cemented his deslre Lo become
an archltect. He accomplished that
alter he arrived in Michigan, for the
first time in 1923, to study architec-
ture at the University of Michigan.
It'a an Insplring story that ought to
be widely clrculoted among young
people who often take the good life
for granted.

“Fred M. Warner Progressive
Governor” by Jean M. Fox, pub-
llshed by the Farmington Hills His-
torlcnl Comml.ulon, iz an extremcly

architeet in a very mmprehenslve

fashion. You want to sce what he'a

done — not just In Livonta, South.

fleld and Ann Arbor, but natlonwide?

Here it I3, complete with drawings

and excelient color pholomphs —a
uto to an

biography of tho
man who was governor of Michigan
{from 1905 to 1911. The author never
does anything hal{way, her research
13 thorough, the story s well told and
the many photographs add visual
intercat. Vs a fine plece for Lhose
who are in reglonal histo-

ereative mind.
Louls Redstone, Livonia-based ar-
chitect, Is best known, as an author,

ry and politles.
GLASS AS A CONTEMPORARY

authors turn out some ¢

art medium has and

grown dramatlcally in tho past dec-
ade. Habatat Galleries of Farming-
ton Hills ls a center for support for
glass artlsts from all over the world.
"Glass: State of the Art 11" cdited
and complled by Ferdinant Hamp-
son, founder/owner of Habatat Gal-
leries with partners Tom and Linda
Boone. This book, Elliot Johnston
Publishers of Huntington Woods,
documents in outstandlng color the
work of some of the finest artlsts
working In glass todny.

Scan C. Monk Ls most famlllar in
the Blrmingham Bloomfield arca as

the expert on watches and clocks,
He's active In the communlity as well
as in professlona! watchmaker or-
ganlzations, But there's another side
to thls genlal person, He's a poct, a
traveler and a writer, His new book,
“The Road Past Wicklow — Storles
of the Irish People,” Fithian Press,
Is an attractively pa:..as.d vog;n;

s ready

JERRY ZOLYNSKY/staff photographer

Wendy Shapero, who  will
dance tho role of Clara in the
“Nutcracker" ballet on Friday
also studies voice and the-
ater in preparation for an ex-
citing tuture,

was In that production advised her to
go to New York and start audition-
ing for cverything she could.

The vivaclous dancer is every blt
the classle ballerina, except for her
eyes. There Is Loo much animation
and sparkle in those rich, blue eyes,
too many flickers of a comedie smile
1o ever typecast her as pure ballerl-
na. And she senses that, too.

She attended a two-weck dance
seminar last summer at Hofstra
Unlversity on Long Island studylng
with many lop names In dance to-
day, She’s been studying volce with
sopratio Edlth Diggory and acting at
Actor's Alllance Theater.

‘These preparations plus the fact
that her sister, Alyson, 23, recently
was transferred to the New Yark
City college marketing department
for CBS Records make New York
ook very inviting.

Meantime, she likes teaching tap
and jazz to students from children
through adults. Her parents have
supporied and encouraged her ca-
reer. Myrna Shapera sald she knows
one of these days both her daughters
may be living in New York City. She
Is a bit wistful as she talks about It,
but that's mixed with a great deal of
honest pride in thelr achievements.

¢ auditorium at Oakland Com-
munlty College, Royal Oak, s on the
campus on Main, between 10 and 11
Mile roads. For ticket information,
call 546-7484 or 641-9063.

More than 30 dancers ftrom
the Detroit area, including
Wendy Shapero as Clara
(left), will be In the Civic Bal-
let Company's production of
the “The Nutcracker Ballet”
Friday at Oakland Communi-
ty College, Royal Oak.

The book contalns
a biography of Blrk-
orts by Kny Kaiser
as well as outstand-
ing examples of his
waork,

S
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occasional poem by the author make
1t };

cauple of years ago, He cven did a

n} Bir
carrles 1, otkers may

of personal
chapter is an entity, which can be
read as & short story. Monk has as
good an car for conversation and sto-
ries as he does for the tick of a clock.
Early on, he began jolting down lm-
pressions 83 he traveled back and
forth across Ireland, starilng when
he was 19 in 1935, Photographs of
some of the people and places and an

N s

also.

SEEMEYER,, 85, & Berkley
reaident, has friends from one end of
the metropolitan area to tho other,
He's been Involved in zome aspect of
the print media for many years, He
did several well-documented pleces
for this Crestive Living sectlon a

how on yachting in the "40s.

What many of those langtime
friends don’t know about Ted Is that
he wrote a novel, “The Blond
Eaglet,” In 1943, He forgot about it
himself for a long time. Then last
year, he found hls manuscript and
declded to publish it through Van-
tage Presy, His 80-page love story,
sct on Belle Isle, is available at sev-
cral area bookstores.




