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In the midst of the holiday spirit,
candles burn for those who have
died In aleohol-related traffic accl-
deats.

More than 100 peuple gathered
Monday at Nardin Park United
Methodist Church in Farmington
Hitls for the eighth annual
candkelight  vigil sponsared by
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers'
Oaklad County chapler,

“Christmas lights become a little
less bright,” sald Greg Bicn, chap-
ter president. “People need help
coping with the holidays. From
now on, everything s bittersweet
for them*

Danna Brokenshire of Troy said
the holidays are especially difficuit
because her daughter, Kathie, who
died tn 198 at 17, decorated thelr
heme for the holidays cach year,

“We shand so much during the
holidays,” she sald, “We miss her
but the wamuh is stil} there, We
know she is right there with us,”

During the 90-minute service,

“Candlelight Vigil of Remember-
ance and Hope,” 51 red ribbons
were tied to 1 Christmas tree in
memory of the 51 people, ages 15
to 99, who died in alcohol-related
aceldents in Ockland County this
year.
MADD came taMichlgan (n 1982
to offer courage and strength to
tamilies and fricids coplng with
the loss of a loved one to a drunk
driver. More than 2) viglls now are
held anpually around the state.

ACCIDENT VICTIMS whose
names were read during the vigil

Ribbon

By Pat M;lehy

sttt writer

Vhen Greg Blen sees » red rib-
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County MADD aids
those who grieve

Included 29 people, ages 13 to 58,
from Macomb County. “These are
the names of peaple who would be
alive today If someone hadn't de-
cided to drink and drive,” said
Bien, who lost hls 4-ycar-old daugh-
ter, Nicole, in a 1981 alcahol-relat-
ed accldent. {See related story).

For some, the search for “inner
peace” has become a daily strug-
Ele, he sald.

In poems read by parents, chil-
dren, and brothers and sisters of
victims, family members said the
untimely death of thelr loved one
has left them in “a fog of grief.”

“A lot of people who have lost
somcone after a lengthy INness
say. 'I know just how you feel,'"
Bicen said. “But they really don't.
We didn't have the opporiunity to
say goodbye.”

‘Therese MeNceil of Royal Oak
lost her mother, Duchesne Tuski,
50, father, Edward Tuskl, 52,
brother, Michac) Tuski, 21, grand-
meother, Theresa Nowak, 74, and
her grandmother's friend, Harry
Majewski, 84, on Christmas Day

“There is a misconception. (Suf-
{ering) is not just during the holl-
days, It's cveryday. Everyday is
difficult,” McNeil said.

In 1981, 60 percent of al traffic
Iatalitles In Oakland County were
alcohol-related, Bien said. Thls
year, the number has dropped to 43

reent.

ROBERT WILLETT of Drayton
Plains sald he's sti bitter about
the death of his son Ken, 19, and
nephews Kellt Ess, 18, and Dale
Ess, 17. The men were killed Oct.
20, 1988 in a traffic accident in-
volving Reggie Rogers, an ex-De-

SHARON LoMIEUX/atalf photographer

Eleanor Rader (icft) of West Bloomlield holds acandle in mem-
ory of her son, Philip, 19, who was killed in Oclober 1988. Mary
Jane Kelly, 15, has not lost o family member. She joined MADD

because: ) don’t want to be a victim and | don’t want a member
of my family to be a victim."

troit Lion. Rogers faces up to two
years in prison following a negli-
gent homicide cenviction, a high
misdemeanor.

Willett said he supports Scnate
Bill 96, introduced by Sen. Rudy
Nichols, R-Waterford, to increase
the penalty for drunk driving. 1f
the bll) is passed, a drunk driving

campaign gives

bon tled to a car, he feels a twinge
inside.

“We're making an impact,” sald
the seventh grade teacher from

Chris Bitn, 9, son of the Oakland MADD president, knows he
had a sisier. Nicole was killed by a drunk driver in September
1981'whet she was 4,

Avondale Middle Schoo! In Roches-
ter Hills.

He was referring to the public
awareness campaign launched last
week by Mothers Agalnst Drunk
Driving (MADD). Before the hoti-
day campaign ends, more than
200,000 motorists are cxpecied to
fly the ribbons as a reminder to
“Tie One On For Salety."

The feeling inside, however, goes
decper than any sense of satisfac-
tion that comes with success —
something Bien might be expected
to feel as director of the Oakland
County Chapter of MADD.

“When I sce red ribbons waving
all over the place, I feel my daugh-
ter's death has meaning” Bien
sald. "Nicky isn"t gone if I remem-
ber her this way."

HIS DAUGHTER, Nicole, was
killed by a drunk driver ¢n Septem-
ber, 1981, as she was walking near
the family home in Brandon Town-
ship.

Bien said he and his wife, Penny,
were walking with Nicole and

conviction wlere a fatality Is n-
volved would be considered a felo-
ay with a mizimum penalty of 15
years in priscp.

“Groups lke MADD can't be ef-
fective 3f jeliticians make laws
that only k2lf address the prob-
lom,” Willett said. “We're more
bilter now tecause this man (Rog-

crs) comes in and gets a mise
demeanar for kitling three people.
“We can't do anything about my
son. That’s over. But if we can help
someone clse, we will. The real
prablem Is that drunk drivers kll
people and that politics let's them
get away with It,"” Willett added.
Jerry Lynch of Orchard Lake

said he can't rest untll Jan, 23
when the man charged with drunk
driving that caused the death of hls
son, Michael, 20, goes to trial. The
December 1988 accident also
claimed the life of Michael's
friend,"Joe Allsteadt, 20, of Beverly
Hills . Lynch said the trial has been
postponed five times.

child’s death meaning

Christoptér, thelr 1-year-cld son,
about 7 pm. when a truck driven
by a naghbor veered across the
road ani struck them from behind.

Nicol, 4, was dead at the scene.
His wfe was hospitalized after
being Ut and flipped, Blen said.

‘The driver's blood-alcohol con-
tent vas measured at .17, Bien
sald, iimost twice the .10 at which
drives in Michigan are legally
drual

Tir driver cventually went to
jall -— “for about ninc months,”
Bied said. He doesn't feel that was
adequate punishment considering
theondless grief he and his famity
suequently endured.

‘No amount of punishment wiil
mmke up for the Joss of my daugh-
to,” Bicn said, “But the punish-
rient is supposed to fit the crime,
and nine months doesn't come
dose.”

Nicole’s death devastated him
nd his wite, Bien said. For years,
the grief was constant, compound-
«d by feclings of helplessness and
anger.

Greg Bien

“I felt so angry,” he said. “l
wanted to kill him (the drunk driv-
er}. But punishment was in the
hands of the prosecutor, the judge
and the lawyers.”

Even now — cight years later —
Bien hasn't totally forgiven the

drunk driver who killed his daugh-
ter.

“1 DON'T HATE him,” Bicn said.

" “But If T could push a button . . .

and he would no longer exist, I'd do
it, providing I wouldn't suffer any
ramificatons.”

The grief is always there, he

said. “Even now, T sometimes find |~

my wife crying by herself.

“But that's OK. Those are ‘good”
tears, part of healing. I still ery
too."”

Bien and his wife got Involved in
MADD shortly after Nicole's death
as a way of channeling thelr feel-
ings toward something they feel Is
constructive.

They helped organized the Qak-
land chapter in 1982, and have seen
its membership grow to ncarly
18,000,

Penny Bien, a graduate of Ponti-
ac Central High School, was clect-
ed president of the chapter in 1985
and 1986. Her husband was elected
to the post in 1987, 1988 and 1969,
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JANUARY . |
FUR SALE
1990 Collection of
Fabulous Deslgned

Furs Now at Janusry
Sale Prices.

Canadian Fur
Specialists for Over 60
Years. i

« No Duty
» No Sales Tax v
« Full Premium on

U.S, Funds

Energy Efficient
Replacement Windows f

> ~\ Bradford |
Marvin (o
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Licensed « Insurod

Day 698-2081
Night 698-207S

We Install Al Winter-Call Today!

Caswell Moderrnization Co. Inc.

Baldwin
Commemorative

GRAND PIANO

125TH

ANV IRSARY

Anniverspry

14 Used Spinats & Corsoles
40 Grands, new & vsed Sigrny,

This outstanding grand piano, spe-
cially built to commamorale Bal-
dwin's 125th anniversary, is avail-
able in polished ebony and intludes
matching bench, delivery and
home tuning.

Baldwin -

Sphet, Console & Studio’s
Salo Pricgd trom

(—AT BLOOMFIéw & PLYMOUTH ONLY

Baldwin, Yamaha, Young Chang & more

in-

8995

500

trom $995
from 81,585
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MONT BLANCT )
The ultimate tool for self
cxpression. From our collection af fine
writing instruments. Form and function beautifully
balanced in The Masterpiece Collection, Choose
black or burgundy. Ball pen, $99, Raller
ball, $125. Matching fountain pens
starting a1 $180, Holiday gift
wrapping is complimentary.
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