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By Casey Hans
stalf writor :

VERYONE AT the South
»+Oakland Shelter program
“has a tale to tell.

One 20-year-old woman
recently gave 2 baby up for adop-
tlon, and necds support and a
home, A family with two young
children has a car, but po jobs or
money., A few are sircet people.
Others are just down on their fuck
tempararily.

Note of them has a place to live.

“They've all got a dlffercnt sto-

ry,” sald Kathy Sufton, Christian
Services coordinatar for Our Lady
ol Sorrows Catholle Church ln
Farmington, which hosted the ro-
tating emcrgency shelter program
for onc week in December. “A lot
of these men have just hit a bad
spot”
The SOS program rotates be-
tween 39 churches of various de-
nominations throughout Oakland
County. It was started in 1985, with
a group of 18 churches serving 73
homeless people — averaging
about 10 per night,

Today, up to 50 people per night
are served throughout most of the
year, and Litllan Schneble, a Farm-
ington Hills resident, has been
hired as the SOS program's full-
time director. Thanks to an Oak-
land County grant, an office and in-
take center is now open In Royal
Oak. Most churches host the home-
less for one weck.

THIS IS Qur Lady of Sorrows
first year participating in the SOS
program. Suiton said the response
has been overwhelming. Students
from the church’s assocfate ele-
mentary and junior high schools,
plus parishloners, all voluntecred
ihelr time and talent for the week-
long parlsh project.

"Because of the school copnected
here, 50 many people wanted to
help,” she sald. “We've had to hold
people down.”

Doctors from the parish offered
their services, and severat beautl-
cians came In mid-week to glve
free halreuts. Younger elementary
students  hand-decorated place
mats to cheer the homeless visi-

‘They're poor and |
wanted to help. They
have no one else to
help them. We did it to
help them feel good.’
- Jackie Rajkovich
seventh grader

tors. The Mereyalres singing group
from Farmington Hills Merey High
Schoo! entertalned.

And students from Thomas
Beahan Junior High, one of the
schools assoclated with Qur Lady
of Sorrows church, served break-
fast to the visltors each morning.
“They're poor and I wanted to help,
They have no onc else to help
them,"” said seventh grader Jackle
Rajkovich. “We did it to help them
{eel good.”

Classmate Mike Plezla said he
helped serve breakfast on several
days, voluntecring after learnlng
about the parlshwlde profect In his
religion class,

“As soon as I said we were *hav-
ing company for Christmas,’ they
{the students) sald, *What can 1 do
1o help? ™ said religlon teacher
Mary Jo McNamara. “They know
it Lsn't falr. They've been especlal-
ly moved,

“Every year we do service proj-
eets. We're very much aware of so-
clal conditions.”

THE CHURCH hall In the base-
ment of Our Lady of Sorrows
Church was large cnough to ac-
commodate a living area with ta-
bles and television, and a separate
slecplng arca for the visitors. Be-
cause of the school ncarby, they
also had access to showers,

When the Observer stalf vislted
the temporary shelter last Thurs-
day, 25 people had stayed over-
night in the church hall. About half
the people had already left for
work and others were waiting (o be
taken to the Royal Oak [ntake cen-
ter. Various parishloners volun-
teered to be drivers for the week,
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Students place uel{lng utensils and *o.ad on the table set up to  lie James, Jackie Rajkovich, Jenniter Vaal and Carolyn Sanders.
feed the hcmclesn.from lett are: Mike Plezia, Jor Kirkland, Ju-

bringing people to the shelter at
night and taking them (o thelr jobs
or the center in the morniag.

The SOS program nll;is people
three meals a day, a plau. to sleep
and a caring heart.

{ Kate Kaiser of Farmington (center) adds sausages to a plate ol pancakes for students Jen-
.| nifer Vaal (left) and Jackie Rajkovich to serve,

All are seventh graders.

A view of the shelter for the
homeless set uf [n the base-
ment of Our Laly of Sarrows
church in Farmngton,

Residents want quieter freeway

Continued trom Page 1

before then, City Manager William
Costlck satd.

- Cost of the barrlers wiil exceed $1
million, with money coming from
the state’s vehicle weight and fucl
taxes. The cost only covers basic
noise barriers.

' “THE NOISE level went up,” sald
William Coleman, president of the
Farm Meadows Homeowners Asso-
clatlon. “There scems to be some
Zarlancm fn the way information Is
oming out of MDOT. We have
gcclvcd varying reports about what

ry are golng to do with the barrl-

’l‘he N. Skye Drive resldent would
B ):e to sce metering devices rcconl

‘There seems to be some variances in
the way information is coming out of
MDOT, We have received varying
reports about what they are going to

do with the barrier.’

— Willliam Coleman
Farm Meadows

Homeowners Association

{Tyler and east of Drake) are under
study for possible future Inter-
changes, Nolse abatement at these
l?cuuom will be analyzed when

2-foot wall above the road Jeve), not
bove the back-yard level.
alph Shonyo, also a N. Skye
lve resident, belleves a berm al-
ady In place should be made high-

Neither Nell Swlacki nor Ralph
thonla of - the Camelot Courts
Homeowners. Assoclatlon could be
ached for comment.

j'u.- sound level, He also

f of the
proposed lnlarchnnges are known.

@ Nolse abatement guldelines do
not conslder the nssessed value of
the properly recelving the benefIt.

© The number of affected units Is
determined by buildings or units
within a certafn p future

{city or private) money are proviled.
'his local contrlbutlon would be in
addition to the required local finan-
clal pariielpation for the freeway
widening and associated work,

MDOT ESTIMATES that mare
than $1 milllon will be spent for
nolse abatement along 1-696 between
1-96 and US-24.

Several sltes are slated for im-

nolse contour, A resldential area is
considered an affected property If a
building or its 25- {oot outdoor arca ls

In mn(ly relenscd

It wlll nol bnlld noise abate-
ent where’ additional roadway im-
provements have been approved.
Two.areas along this partlon of I-696

within thot predicted future contour,

® The wall deslgn wil be about
$200 to $250 per foot for a 10- to 12-
foot high nolse wall of block or pre-
cast material, Higher cost materinls
{or the project will bo used If local

All plans are

Barriers are targeied to serve:
©Three resldences on the south
slde of I-898, cast of Halsted, This
would rcqulm a short earth mound
extenston of the existing mound In
the 1696 right-ol-way, Increasing
the Height by four fect atop the exist-
Ing earth mound at the 1-690 right-
£~wly Ilnk. It would bo on the south

L

slde of 1-68G near Halsted. It's an
carthen berm that Is about onc-tenth
of a mile long. Completion by July.

@ Three apartments on the nerth
side of 1.696, west of Orchard Lake
Road. This would requlre a 10- to 12-
‘oot-high nolse wall at the I.696
“ight-of-way line. It would be a nolse
vall in the northwest quadrant of the
frchard Lake Road interchange.

“he approximate limits are from the
fedestrian overpass four-tenths of a
nilc east toward Orchard Lake
Foad. Completion by July.

@ Two adjolning subdivisions
stuth of 1-696, west of Inkster. Thls
would require an earth berm rising
1} feet above the resldential back.
yird ground. The bermm will run
2300 feet along the area abuttlng
th: freeway. The project whll requlre
remeving some I-696 and residential
larseaplng.

®Flve homes on the north side of
1-6)¢, west of Tyler. This would re-
quiré a 10- to 12-foot-high noisc wall
at the 1-696 right-of-way line and is
an extenslon of another nolse wall. It
will dtop where the I-696 right-of-
way drops into the ravine,

«Two apartments on the north
side ol 1-696, at Franklin Road. This
woulml'cqulre a 10- to 12-foot-high
nalse watl at the I-698 right of way,

The noise walt at Tyler wlil be
dere\rui for flve years due to the

of a new

there.™

‘,,

An acrial view of tho now secilon of |

-696, the Walter Rou!hor
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