2HN R (2F W)

O&E Thursday, Decomber 14, 1968

Port Atwater seeks
public works funds
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Swanson sald a project as large as Port Atwater
is bound to have an clfect on traffle patterns as far
away as the I-75 and I-94 interchanges. “We're glad
we're getting involved in the planning early in the
game, '

“We know what Is happening with other citics,
and it wlll happen here," he said, referring to devel-
opment along urban riverfronts. "Development cx-
ploits the riveriront.”

Before construction can even begin, roads,
sewers and water lines will have to be relocated
and improved at an estimated cost of $55 million,
Swanson said. The city of Detroit has already com-
mitied $10 million dollars. But it will take more
than $55 milllon to make sure transportation needs
are adequately met, he said.

CURRENT ESTIMATES indicate the project

will generate 31,640 trips pwi day by the time it Is
* complete, Swanson sald. “That's a lot of tralfic to
dump onto the road system.”

By using cornputer models, Swanson sald MDOT
can predict project traffic patterns. “Logically,
those folks are going to go in and out of there and
they'll take the Chrysler — and that's already over-
packed.”

Swanson said one alternative that's been pro-

Is & new access ramp from the Chrysler to
the development.

Improvement may also be needed at the 1.4/
Chrysler Interchange, but MDOT doesn't have any

1 for g traffic jon on the
two freeways, Swanson sald.

Bill Lontz, of the Michigan Department of Com-
meree manufacturing and development division,
sald the department became involved because of
the project's size and potential impact.

‘The commerce department doesn’t get Involved

Project open
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Brian Palmen president of Amerivest, together
with Michael George, co-owner, president and chiel
exceutive officer of Melody Farms, formed the
company in 1985. Palmer calls Port Atwater “an
outstanding use of downtown riverfront that ali De-
trolters and visitors will find exciting and stimulat-
ing”

According to an economlc impact analysls pre-
pared by the public accounting and consulting firm
of BDO Seldman, Port Atwater will create nearly
12,000 jobs generating meore than $487 miltlon in
annual payroell at its completlon and hundreds of

with any project, Lontz said. **This is billion dollar
project with a 10-year construction life."”

So far, the commerce departinent has acted as
an advlser for the project, dirccting Amerivest
Properties in its deallngs with MDOT and the de-
partment of natural resource (DNR), Lontz sald.

‘The DNR became Involved because it was neces-
sary to add nearly 50 feet of land Into the river,
Lontz said.

As the project moves forward, Lontz sald the de-
partment will become more involved in helplng the
project get financing.

“We haven't done much on the project yet, other
than guide them and help them avold the trouble
spots,” he said, adding the commerce department is
Laking the same role it took in the Mazda manufac-
turing plant tn Flat Rock.

Developer George said he and Palmer chose the
riverfront because it is a viable area, and new de-
velopment succeeds best when It’s near other suc-
cessful developments. “For development to work

(in the city), the area has to grow contlguously — [

that's why we start at the river{ront.

“It's not going to happen overnight — it will take
a long time (for Detroit to redevelop), but people
won't come back unless there's some first class de-
velopments for them to come back o, George
said

Robertson [>] D p has
broken ground on a $1.2 million Palladian-style club-
house within the $180 million Heathers, a 439-unit

i project In Bl field Hills. The 8,300-

“We feel we will have a sc enough
project that people will want to come down,”
George said.

George sald financing the project will not be dif-
ticult as long as he and Palmer can get the state
and federal ald for infrastructure improvements.

Qnce the federal and state funds come through,
George said he and Palmer will be able to begin-
ning getting commitments for tenants In the devel-
opment, “Financing Is not an Issue as long as you
have the tenants.”

to riverfront

construction-retated jobs over the next 12 years.

The Seidman study also projects up to $568 mll-
lion in annual sales revenue that will be generated
by the development and $60 million in annual tax
revenues that will be generated for the city and
state.

The economic impact analysis demonstrates the
“multlplier elfect” on the city, arca and state econ-
omles of $426 milllon as a result of Increased visi-
tor traffic, office tenants, hotel guests and more
recreatlonal dollars being spent downtown.

Dale Northup is an architectural historian
and college professor who lives in Troy.
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Infinity Homes, Inc.
Welcomes You To:

Plymouth Hills

Manfactured Mobila Homo
munity
tmmodiate Gccupancy

CONSTRUCTION
Move In For The Holldays!

Country Colonial with wrap-around porch. 3 bed-
rooms, 1V baths, first floar faundry, full basemont,
2 car attached garage, 2x6 on large
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whirlpoo) tub ¢ built-in appllances ¢ floor allowance
ceramic tile of wood floor » sunken living room

FREE Mortgage Counseling and more!
Homes built by KIMRON CONSTRUCTION INC.
Sales by REAL ESTATE ONE, INC.
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Alliance Building Co.

1035 S. Miford Ra., Hightand, Atl 48031

Largest Selection
Homes Priced From
SOILBO0 1”1 20,000

- Ranches « Colonials
« Tri-Levels « Cape Cods
Larger Custom Homes Ssailabie
Your Design or OQurs

TRUSTED HOME BUILDER
(313) 685-8105
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From
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square foot clubhouse will fealure a 1,400-square-
fool pool, three tennis courts, locker rocoms and
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« Qutstunding Location, Centrat to
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Adjacent 18-Hole Championship
Golf Course
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Traditional 2-story townhomes and ranches with spacious lower [evels and 2-car garages.,

Priced from the $130’ to $160's*

Sales and Information Center lovated East side of Rochester
Road, directly across from Sylvan Glen Golf Coune.

Open Daily 12 Noon —6 PM *Weekends 13 AM -5 PM

879-0900
Holtzman & Silverman/The Fisher Group Horne Builders Since 199. . . Experience Counts
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Home Features Inchuded:

* 5 Quistanding NEW Ranch &
2:Story Plans

Private Courtyard Entrics

2-Car Attached Garages

Premium Sound & Energy Insulation
Elegant Marble Foyers

Cultured Marble Masier Baths
Wood Burning Fircplace with
Marble Hearths
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*Ask about our $3,000 cash credit
on selected homes.




