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Students at Lawrence Technologlcal Unlverai-

ty in S

opening #f 1-696 which will shor!en lheir com-  Ferer,

Student commuters
praise missing link

By Tim Smilh
stali writer

“It figures,” sad Doug Ozdarski, a
senior at Lawreice Technological
University who cvmmutes daily to
classes at the Sputhfield college
{from Milford. He's been waiting sev-
eral years for the réissing 1-696 link
to be compteted,

“Now that | wan't be necding it,
it’s done,” the 22.year-old said Mon.
day during u break from his studies
n physics and mecharieal engineer-

had a grip on motorists.

I.ess time on the road means more
time getting things accomplished,
they agreed.

THE 9.1-MILE completion of I-
696 from 175 west to Telegraph
Road could affect 40 percent of
LTU’s 5,500 students.

According to a college spokesman,
93 percent of Lawrence Tech stu-
dents commute, some from such dis-
tant points as Port Huron. More than
17 percent drive to and from Ma.

JLRRY ZOLYHNSKY/stalt pholographer

muling time. Pictured are Suzanne Cervenak
the (left), Sandy Holland, Doug Ozdarski and Bob

He agreed with Ozdarski that his
life would have been easler, as far as
commuting to LTU is concerned, had
the segment been completed earlier
in his college carcer.

But Ferer said there will be many
other reasons for him to travel the
completed Reuther. Those Include
motoring to Ann Arbor for football
games and other social gatherings.

“I'M JUST excited that I won't
bave to sit in stop-and-go traffic.”
said 23-year-old junior Suzanne Cer-
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fag. There was more than a bit of comb County. venak, who still has a 30-45 minute MODELS &

sarcasm in his voice. One of the Macomb commuters, ~commute to LTU — after moving COLORS TO
But Ozdarski, and several other In-  mechanical englneering senior Bob  {rom Grosse Pointe 1o Troy.

teviewed LTU commulers, anxlous-  Ferer, sald he'll be using the new Uatil the freeway's completion, CHOOSE FROM

lyawait today’s opening of the final
picze to the 1-696 puzzle.

Tat's because §t will more quick-
Iy gt them to classes, jobs or partics
withul the stop-and-ge traffic or
rushhour (rustratians that long have

stretch the first day, “Al) the way
out to Van Dyke (Road).”

According to Ferer, 23, the free-
way wili make his 50-milc round trip
from Mt, Clemens to LTU much less
complicated,

for Cervenak, “east meets west™ (the
MDOT project theme) meant jogging
from Maple/John R west to Coo-
lidge. south to 13 Mile, west to Ever-
green and south to 10 Mile to the
Lawrence Tech campus.

Freeway opening closes era

Contined from Page 1

But Southficld officials argued
that mie roads can’t be made large
cnough o handle peak hour traffic.

Southield Mayor Donald Fracassi
in 1980 1as called to Washington for
what wa. billed as a very important
meeting vith officlals from the U.S.
Departmat of Transportation.

The tope was completion of the I+
696 frevray, The big powwow
turncd outia he another delay of the
decision tofund or shelve plans for
the expressiay.

"1 just cyne back [rom another
meeting on 696 to work out dificr-
ences whichre in the way," Fracas.
stsald. “1n 199, 'l probably still be
saying we jut had annther meeting

on the expressway.
“We're now observing the silver
anniversary of nothing.”

THE STATE conducted a socio-
cconomic study of the eifects of the
freeway route on the orthodox Jew-
ish community.

By 1982, MDOT had purchased 90
percent of the homes In the path of
the {reeway. The first tunncl sewer
was being installed and work had be-
gun on three bridges in Roya) Qak.

But the lawsult filed by Lathrup
Village and Pleasant Rldge stalled
approval of plans for the freeway's
deslgn.

Impacts on the Detroit Zoo were
to be minimized and recreation

areas in Pleasant Ridge would be re-

placed after construction.

PEDESTRIAN walkways were
proposed {or areas where there are
large orthodox Jewish communities.

Homeowners in the proposed path
of 1-696 have had their problems
over the years. Few new buyers
were interested In sparsely populat-
ed subdivisions near the highway's
path.

Zoning disputes arose. Investors
told the Southficld City Council they
would purchase property in [ringe
arcas only If it were rezoned to per-
mit more lucrative land uses.

The long, long, winding road is fi-
nally a reality.
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