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The Michigan
Star Clipper's
ithree dining
cars recreate
an ero of grace
and style when
the privileged
celebrated in
elegance
aboard guch
fuxurious
1rains.

Kellogg, an

Looking out
the front of the
Clipper's first
dining car,
passengers
get a glorious
view of a diesel
focomotive
painted In the
colors of the
Santa Fe Roil-
road.

Continued from Page 1

A group of neighbors from South
Bend, Ind., out for a Saturday af-
ternoan, said they liked riding Am-
Trak so well they wanted to try the
Clipper. Ditto for many of the
other passengers who had recently
ridden AmTrak or snow trains in
Canada and just wanted to repeat
an enjoyable experience.

The largest group was Michlgan
Bell employees who got thelr tick-
cts because they were the top ser-
vlee sales people that month in the
Lansing area. Most had never had
dinner on a train before,

Among those employces was
Dan Wells who told his friends
about hls first train ride, a field
trip for first graders. Wells was a
resident of Livonia and attended
the former Cooper Elementary
School at the time. The tratn he
rode went from the Plymouth Sta-
tion, now used as a hobby shop, to
Michigan Central Station in De-
troit,

The Michlgan Star Clipper's
three cars were part of the “Key-
stone Train,” a onc of a kind train
bullt in 1956 by the Budd Company
for prestigious passenger service
on the Pennsylvania Railroad.

AFTER 20 YEARS in moth
balls, the cars were reconstructed

To dine on the Clipper
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Brenda Dishner. a aervice representative for Michigon Bell, savors the view of Michigan's wine country. Her table companion was Mary
for Bell,
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by Trains Unlimited Ine. to recre.
ate an era of grace and style when
the privileged celebrated in ele-
gance aboard such luxurious trains.

The Clipper is owned by Mar)
and Jack Haley, of Waterloo, Jowa,
The family also owns The Iowa
Star Clipper and The Newport Star
Clipper In Rhode Island. In 1987
The Iowa Star Clipper was given
that state's premier tourist award
and named the “Tourism Attrac-
tion of the Year.”

The Michigan Star Clipper de-
parts Paw Paw at 7 p.m. Monday,
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday, Sat-
urday and at noon Sunday year-
round. The dinner train cost Is
$39.95 per person. Gratuity and
drinks are additlonal.

“Expanded noon departures are
scheduled and major credit cards
are accepted,” sald Rick Slmian,
who, grew up In Franklln Village
and graduated from Birmingham
Groves High School, Slmian s now
a student at Western Michigan Unl.
versity and director of murke\ing
for the Clipper.

"The Clipper is avallable lnr prl-
vate charters, group tours nnd cor-
porate functlons he said.

For rescrvations call The
Clipper Dinner Train, (800) 432.
1243, .

Boyhood love becomes avocation
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One tealn set is the “magle traln,”
a 1950 Magna-Traction Llonel that
sold for $80 and ls now worth
tween $2,500 and $3,000, The magle
oceurs when the seven-car train en-
ters the tunnel. The entire traln dls-
appears into Lhe tunnel and makes a
quick loop on a ower track before
exlts the tunnel.

Kughn doesn't hazard a guess as to
how much his coltectlon s worth or
how many pteces are In it. The main
train room — 40 by 35 feet — is row
upon row of floor to ceiling shelving,
packed with mode! tralns.

- GCATTERED throughout Carail 1s
Lionel memorabilia — an almost
billboard size promotlon for Lionel
in which the train maves and the en-
glno light s on, the wooden mold
used (o maniificture that sign and
the nctual Lionel model, a litle

glrl's electric Lionel enamel two-
burmer steve and oven, even “The
Arrival of the Santa Fe,”" a sculpture
done especially for Kughn by Don
Pellard.

If Kughn became Mr. Collector
with the purchase of Lonel, he be-
came the ultimate cotlector with the
purchase of the famed Madison
Hardware in New York,

‘The hardware was a mecca for
train collectors, much because of
brothers Lou Shur and Carl Shaw
who were close friends with Joshua
Cowen. For 80 years, the hardware
was a Llonel service statlon and as
such, stocked parts for the toy trains
produced during those eight decades.

Kughn bought the hardware “lock,
stock and barre),” erated up tho con-
tents, packed {1t into 17 semls and
brought it back to Detroit, where it
is bheing Inventorled at a second
warehouse. The process should be

completed In June at which tme
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Kughn will declde what he will keep
for private cellection and what will
be sold to collectors.,

But nol just the hardware's con-
tents were brought to Michigan.

"1 even brought the front and back
doars and the shelves,” Kughn sald,
“I documented everything with pho-
tographs, so if I want to re-create it
here, I can.”

Carall Is Kughn's private museum
although he does share it with the
public, but not necessarily along the
lines of say a Greenficld Village or
Detroit Historical Museum. Not just
anyone can walk thro\mh the front
doors and see Kughn's

Opening [t to the general publle
would mean putting his collectlon
under glass. As it now stands, visl-
tors can literally stand nose to coal
car with a Lionel train or fogged
with your breath the paint on Rolls
Roy Dussenbergs, Cords, cven
m.- 1039 Liconln that was used by
England's King George VI while on
tour (n Canada.

Those who have had the opportunl-
ty to visit Caratl “just love the bulld-
Ing," Kughn said.

So, if you're looking for a Christ-
mas present that has staylng power,

CARAIL, equipped wlth a bar and
food service, is rented out for pri-
vate functlons like the Governor's
pre-Detroft Grand Prix party, busl-
ness meelings, black tie dinners llke
those given by Ford and Renault or
club meetings.

.

farget NI d Game Boy, plek a
Lionel train. It's outlasted video
games and slotcars and if Dick
Kughn has hls way, It will cutlast to-
day's high tech toys.

Why?
“People love the closencss of fam- ,

ily and they're getting back to It with
toy tralns.”
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Dick Kughn rollly doosn't need a railrod oll un to keep one ot
and th of Lionot trains in

running condltion but he dunn tako cood care of his collcc!lon

housed at Carall in Detroit, y e




