Community Center focus of hot debate

The Farmington Hllla City Council
Monday declded to discusy the con-
troversy surrounding a Nov. 16 plan.
ning commission declslon banning
use of loudspeakers or amplifiers at
the Communlty Center of Farmlng-

tonF:

Nelghb

Hills" hith

The discusslon wlll take place at
the councll's annual goals and lysues
study sesslon Saturday, Jan. 20 In the
city hall.

have about
nolse from the amphitheater. Center
officlals say the l-year ban will
sharply curtall events and negative-
ly affect thelr budget,

Uphold vote
of planners

To the edltor:
The Community Center has begun

Leglon, the Masonle Lodge or the
Moose.

Vet the Community Center bas the
audacity to ask the people of thls
ly tor “public
and understanding” and implore the
city council 1o remove the “imposed
barriers” when it has shown no con-
1d h

a letter-writing directed
to the Farmington Hills City Councll
asklng its conslderatlon In reversing
a plannlng commission decision
peohiblting use of loudspeakers and
amplificrs in the new outdoor the-
ater.

The Community Center clalms the
loudspeakers and amplifiers arc nee-
essary to bring culture and family
programs to this communlty.

The planning commlsslon has a)-
ready held three public hearings and
one in-depth, on-site study before
rullng that contlnued use of
loudspeakers and amplitlers In the
outdoor thcater at the Community
Center be prohiblted. But the Com-
munlity Center is asking for still an-
other hearing.

In the past year alone, the Farm-
ington Hllls Pelice have investigated
at Jeast live complalnts of Joud nolse
and loud parties at the Community
Center, and one violation of disturd-
ing the peace has been issued.

The disturbing the peace law says:
“. .. the playing of musical instru-
ments, phonographs, radios, televl-
sions, tape players or any other

for their
neighbors® children, thelr neighbors
health and their nelghbors' right 1o
peace and qulet.

T urge the city counell to support
l[u- decision of the planning commts-
ston.

W.C. Skorts,
Farmlogton Hills

Let’s stand
by planners

To the cditor:

‘The Farmington Hills City Councl]
Is belng urged to rescind a Nov. 16
decislon of the planning commission
In a letter-writing campaign by the
Farmington-Farmington Hills Cam-
munlty Center.

The planning commisslon decision
was 1o discontinue use of toudspeak-
ers and ampllficrs at the Community
Center's new outdoor theater for one
year.

The removal of the old outdoor
theater at the Community Center
and of a pew, larger

means of sound at any
time or place so as (o unreasonably
annay or disturb the quiet, comfort,
and re| of persons In the vielnity
. . "Isbreaking the law,

Qur clty erdinance ordains that all
activitles of all private clubs, lodges,
soelal and fraternal organizations be
conducted within an enclosed build-
ing. The Community Center is a pri-
vate organlzation. It s not city-
owned and It Is not a charitable aor-
ganlzatlon.

The planning commission made it
qulte clear that the Communlty Cen-
ter I3 not entltled to any speelal priv-
ileges not granted by ordinance to
any other prlvate organizatlon, such
as the Elks, the VFW, the American

outdoor theater was approved by the
plannlng commilssion on June 30,
1988,

The Community Center was per-
mitted to operate in the outdoor the-
ater for the two summers of '88 and
'89 with a review scheduled for the
tall of *89.

The Community Center has
clalmed publicly through their attar-
ney John Donahue that “We spent
$60,000 to bulld that amphitheater.”
But a large permanent sign in front
of the theater states: “Beztak Band
Shell - Donated by the Beztak Com-
panles — 1989." Who are we to be-
licve? Did they really spend $60,0007

T would urge the city council to

stand by the planning commission-
ers, whose deelslon to discontinue
use of loudspeakers and amplifiers
at the Communily Center was made
only after three separate in-depth
meelings with all parties and a thor-
ough on-site study of actua) condi-
tions.

The city council knows the nelgh-
borx of the Community Center are
not alone in their quest for peace and
quict In the residential nelghbor-
hoods of Farmlngton Hilts.

Qur problem is dwarfed by the
concerns of other residents along the
freeway seeking relief from unwant.
¢d nolse. Although we are but a
small voice In the wilderness, we
have been heard by the planning
commlssion and trust that you will
hear us also.

Donald W. Stolberg,
Farmiogton Hills

Editor's note: Dorothy Pfaff,
Community Center executive di-
rector, acknowledged that the
“Beztak Band Shell” sign is mis.
leading. She said Betzak “contrib-
uted significantly” toward the
band shell but did not donate the
entire $60,000.

Planners’ vote
way off base

I am shocked and dismayed over
the recent actlons taken by the
Farmington Hills Planning Commils-
sion against the Community Center.

1 should say up front that [ am not
a disinterested party. I served on the
board of the Community Center scv-
eral years ago, my wife currently
serves on the board and I am one of
the thousands of people who have
used, enjoyed and benefited from the
programs put on by the center.

For 20 years, the Community Cen-
ter has provided the people of Farm-
ington/Farmington Hills with splen.
did outdoor activities ~ fairs, sing-
ing groups, musiclans, etc. Outdoor
activities and the noise of concerts

are not new things at the Communlty
eater,

Now, suddenly, four people living
adjacent (o the center have com-
plalned about the naise from the con-
ccris, One has complalned that his
chlldren could not sleep because of
the noise.

While I do sympathlze with thls
family, It |s important that we see
the total picture. Why in the world
would anyone raising a tamily move
inte a home adjacent to an activity
known (o have some noisc connected
with it? Surcly they were not com-
pelled to move into the home. Should
someonc moving into a home next to
a high school have a right to stop the
school bascball, football, track, ete.
because thelr children could not take
their naps?

The planning commlssion could
have taken the sensible approach of
having experts establish a maximum
decibel level of sound. Then if a
neighbor hles a complaint about
noise, there would be an objective
criterion that could establish if the
complaint was justificd. This would
have been fair for all concerned. But
the planning commission would have
none of it.

Some on the planning commisslon
took the approach that all noise Is
subjective, and an objective criteri-
on should not be used. What, then, is
to prevent someonc a half-mile away
from a high school from f{iling a
complalnt because he can hear the
band practice? Or complain about a
distant church bell? So the planners
ruled that there could be no ampllfi-
cation at all from the band shell,
thus climinating its use for every.
thing short of, I supposc, a full band.

Further, the planners ruled that a
chain has to be placed across the exit
and entrance to the center at the end
of the day. This in spite of the ree-
ommendation of the police chief that
chains not be installed because they
would prevent police from patrolling
the arca. How many churches,
schools, librarles, and businesses in
Farmington Hills have chalns across
thelr entrances and exlts? None that
Tknow of.

Further still, the planners ruled
that a dumpster has to be screened,
even though they were told the
dumpster Ls only being used during
renovation of the kitchen. How many
construction dumpsters in Farming-
ton Hills are required to be
screened? None that Tknow of.
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neighbors, too, must have a reason-
able attitude,

Reasonable solutions are at hand,
if the Farmington Hiits Planning
Commisslon wlll make use of them,
But using an elephant gun agalnst a
mouse, as the commisslon has done,
will not do anythlng for the better-
ment of the communlty. I sincerely
hope that they wHI reconslder thelr
astonishing actions of Nov. 18,

Kenneth F. Perrin,
Farmington Hills

Town asset
needs help

To the editor:

It goes without saying that any
community [fortunate enough 1o
have, for j1s very own, the gift of a
beautiful historic mansion, set in
gracefully landscaped wooded
grounds, to be used for the soclal,
cultural and educatlonal benefits of
its citizens — is lucky indeed.

Farminglon and Farmington Hills
are in the fortunate position of hav-
ing just such a place — the Commu-
nity Center on Farmington Road, be-
tween 10 and 11 Mie, adfacent to
beautiful Heritage Park. What a tre-
mendous combination to serve the
needs of a community.

How lucky, it sounds wonderful,
but there are problems — big prob-
lems. It has a very big problem
meeting its operating costs. Even
though a great deal of help is sup-
plied by volunteers, a staif must be
maintained to handle everyday oper-
ations, program planning and execu-
tion. Then there are the usual costs
~ utillties, maintenance, lasurance,
elc.

The great programs it offers in

(FH7A

to its support — actually it falls
short of what might be expected, Tg/
be sure, some are very suppartive
but they are too few. .

Perhaps many, desplte much pub-
llcity to the contrary, think that the
Community Center Is supported by
taxes — It Is not. It was given and

d as being

That sounds llke a great [dea, but the
expenses of quality programs slmply

cannot be met by the fees they gen-

erate.

The bottomn llne: The Communlty
Center s running at a loss and its-
days might be numbered unleas sup-'
port is found soon. It can't be taken

for granted much longer or a fantas-
tic community asset may have to

close Its doors. That is the situation®
as |t stand now, But to make matters

worse, a handful of neighbors have
expressed unhapplness with many of
the activities and have filed a com-
plaint with the police.

In an exfort to expand its cultural
impact and generale more fmoney,

the Community Center staged enter- -

tainment in its bandshell several

times last summer. The muslcal pro-"

grams did not run late, but these
nelghbors want all of the expensive
sound equlpment torn out. These
peaple live close to a busy thorough-
fare, adjacent to a park and a com-

munity center and can bardly expect

there will always be total peace and
quiet.

Other people living In far more re-
mote subdivisions can hear the roar
of tralfic on I-696, high school bands
practicing. loudspeakers from nelgh-
borhood swimming pools and sports
events breaklng the quiet. To be
sure, No one wants a noisy city, but
are all of these sources of noise to be
closed down? Some things go with
the territory.

The Community Center can't be
just a qulet, stately, blstoric home
for peaple 1o wander into — it must

cultural and 3
as well as social gatherings and re-
ccptions, simply do not generate
enough income to handle the tightly
controlled overhead. To augment the
fees that are generated, the Commu-
nity Center annually stages a
finance campaign to balance lts
budget.

Oac would think that the citizens
and businesses of Farmington and
Farmington Hills would really rally

have many of them, in
great variety — if It Is to serve the
public interests.

The Community Center needs the
citizens it serves to came to [ts res-
cue. It has more problems that jt can
handic — without your support.

Are the city council members of
Farmington and Farmington Hills

listening?
Blil and Kay Blakeaey,
Farmlngton Hills
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Perfect Romance
Greenstone's specializes in the expert design and creation of fine pearl

jewelry. Select from beautifully-finished necklaces, a wide variety of = ==
bracelets, enhancers and clasps. Pictured from $120.

Q
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Qurassociations endorse the

cfforts of fur farmers 10 sct N
standards for operating practices. N
: o0 I

Garments made from endangered
species are hot sold in the US.
And we strongly support
regulation of trappers by local,
state and federal agencies,

Aflerihat, medical rescarch. Even
circuses and zoos.

The animal rights activists have
not hidden their intent, It's well
documented in their pamphlets
and manifestos: they want to put
an end to anp activity that invohves
what they consider mistreatment
ofanimals.

CREATORS OF FINE JEWELRY

MONDAY THRU SATURDAY 8:30 TO 5:30, THURSDAY UNTIL 8:00.
528 HORTH WOODWARD AVENUE » BIRMINGHAM, MICHIGAN 48009 » 31/042-2650

We have no objection to the
animal rights activists not wanting
to wear fur. That's their choice.

But we do object to their tactics
intryingto “persuade™ others to
their point of view

Butthey'veadopted adivide and
conquer strategy. (ARer all, you These tactics are out-and-out
can\ tell people they cant eat meat  intimidation. They include

shaech

Westland, 35235 w. Warren 72 1_ 18 10 rig,ht away} And they've started n:rylhivng from verbal abuse 10
{Across from Waeatland Shopping Cantor} with the wearing of fur. d;zs'lrucuon of property and
violence,

455-7800
477-0670 |
353-0450

M-F 7:30 &m. - 7:00 p.m.

454-0440 SAT.8am.-5pm.

P n v -

All Season ' LUBE, OIL
Steel Belted Radlel

Tiempo

Plymouth. 767 S. Main
Farmington. 33014 Grand River

Southfield. 28481 Telegraph

Canton, 5757 Sheldon Rd.
(Next to K-Mart)

1(you've been hearing their side of

theissue, it'stime you heard some  In the end, we believe the decision

straight talk. to wear furis a personal one. We
support the freedom of individuals

The fact is, the furindustry is tobuy and wear fur, This freedom

committed 1o responsible is not just a fur industry issue—

treatment of futhearing animals.  it's everybody'sissue. .
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FUR INFORMATIQN@OUNCIL OF AMERICA
655 ISTH.STREET, NW, SUTTE 320, WASHINCTON, DC 20005
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