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Acoustics favor
singers at church

By Mary Jsne Doerr
speclal writor

American soprano Arleen Auger
once told this reviewer that the most
exeltlng experience of her life was
when she toured (he Soviet Union
with “Messlah.”

AL the new Si. Hugo of the Hills
sanctuary, Bloomficld Hills, Friday
evening the Qakland Unlversity Cho-
Tus under conductor John Dovaras
and a strong stringed ensermble cap-
tured that exeitement.

In America it is easy to take this
oratorlo for granted when It Is 50 of-
ten performed at holiday time. Fri-
day evening, the music wasa't taken
for granted by the 150 vocalists in-
cluding OU students and graduates
who still love to sing. They sang ac-
curately, preclsely cutting off end-
Ings, securing the harmony wlth con-
vletion and  displaying unusually

_clear diction especially for a group
that size, It was tnspiring.

Dovaras conducted this solid cn-
semble In consistent and brisk
rhythms. He was well supported by
his orchestra, with Jane Synnestvedt
at the harpsichord and Ric Cuechl at
the organ.

. Unfortunately, the names of the

Mozart changes In the score and
simulates Handel’s premlere in Dub-
lin. Friday evenlng the wind parts
were picked up by the organist giv-
ing us an opportunity to hear the
trumpets of this new organ in the
“The trumpet shall sound.”

The acoustlcs in thls new church
are unforgiving. Everything can be
heard by the audience because of its
“mlked” effect. The acoustles favor
the singers over the chorus and or-
chestra — a singer's paradise.

For Robert Bracey the tenor who
recently performed the role of Ro-
dolpho in U-M's “La Boheme,” it was
heaven. There was no need for am-
plification in this dlvine setting as in
Ann Arbor last month for “La
Boheme.” His "Comfort ye, my peo-
ple” and “Every Valley shall be ex-
alted” werc excellent,

Joel Frederlksen, a bass from
Oakland University and student of
the outstanding vocalist John-Paul
Whlte, shows promise with a mellow
sound that is at jts best at full voice.

Susan Stott has a warm alto resili-
ence that made "“He was desplsed™
particularly moving. Well known
soprano Jan Albright adjusted to the
bright sound of the hall with her “1

other of this fine
weren't in the program.

Davaras used a standard cut of the
Watkins-Shaw edition of “Messiah,”
an carly edition that precedes the

know {hat my Reds liveth.”

As cach chorus ended there werea
few seconds of echo throughout the
sanctuary which gave a rich sound to
the choir and the orchestra.
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© Muslical revue

The Novi Hilton and TAP Ltd.
{Theatre Arts Productions) of Farm-
ington Hills present a musical revue
cach Saturday through Dec. 23 at the
Novl Hilton Forum. Dinner Is at 7
pm. and the show at 9:30, The pro-
duction by Michacl J. Klier of West
Bloomfteld will feature many tradi-

arts center, will be produced and
staged by Michacl ). Kller's TAP
Ltd. (Theatre Arts Productions) of
Farmington Hills. The professlonal
touring company and the performing
arts center are offering a subscrlp-
tion series of 1he Broadway musical
productlons. Tickets are $12. Group

tional Christmas and
carals along with Broadway show
tunes. An audience participatlon sec-
tion wilk test the audlence’s musical
knowledge. A carol-along also ts part
of the program. For more informa-
tion or reservations cal) the Novl
Hilton at 349-4000.

@ Gershwin musical

The George and Ira Gershwin 1926
musical “Oh, Kay!” opens a five-
week engagement Saturday, Dec. 30,
at the Birmingham Theatre. Tony-
award-winner Ron Richardson heads
the cast in the theater’s production,
co-produced  with the Goodspeed
Theatre.  Performances continue
through Feb. 4. For ticket informa-
tlon call the box office at 644-3533.

@ ‘The fantasticks'

The long-running Broadway musi-
cal “The Fantasticks” will be the
opening show of the newly establish-
ed Southfictd Performing Arts Cen-
ter at the Days Hotel in Southficld. A
Broadway musical series will run at
9 p.n. Friday-Saturday continting
through March 31. “The Fanta-
sticks,” as well as all other produc-
tons scheduled for the performing

rates and subscription discounts are

ilable. Also is a dinner
and show package at $26 a person,
tax and tip Inctuded. With dinner and
show ticket stub, an overnight pack-
age 18 priced at $39, double occupan-
cy. The Broadway series will contin.
ue with, “1 Do, I D' In January,
“They're Playing Our Song” in Feb-
ruary and “Little Mary Sunshine” (o
March. For more Information and
reservations call 557-4800, ext, 2242,

@ Debbie Reynolds

“The Unsinkable Molly Brown,”
starring Debbie Reynolds, premieres
at 8 pm. Jan. 23 at the Fisher The-
atre in Detroit, as a benefit to help
float a new Brigade Activitles Cen-
ter for the Naval Academy at An-
napolis. In what Is being billed as her
last Jegitimate musical comedy tour,
Reynolds sings and dances her way
through the stage version of the
screenplay she created 25 years ago.
Also starring is Harve Presnell, For
more informatlon, call Lynne
‘Thompson at 353-3475.

© Ice show
Discover Card Stars on Ice pre-
sents Olymplc and World-Class skat.

ing at 8 p.m. Jan. 13, at Joe Louls
Arena [n Detroit. This show, In its
fourth year, Is designed and pro-
duced by the skaters themselves,
Olymple Gold Medalist Scott Hamil-
ton headlines the cast and is also co-
producer of the show, For the second
year the show will beneflt Big Broth.
ers and Blg Sisters of America and
the Make-A-Wish Foundatlon. Tick-
els at $20, $15 and $12.50 are on sale
at the arcena box office, open 10 a.rmn.
10 6 pm, and all Ticketmaster
cutlets. To charge tickets by phone
call 645-6666. For additiona) infor-
mation call $67-6000.

© Big Bird

Sesame Street Live brings its new
stage production “Big Bird's Sesame
Street Story™ to Detroit’s Cebo Are-
na for 10 performances Jan. 24 to
Feb. 4. The 90-minute musical fea.
tures life-sized versions of the popu-
tar Sesame Street The show includes
familiar songs, along with dance
numbers, audience participation and
speclal appearances by debuting
Muppet Stars, Elmo, Hoots, the Owl,
Betty Lou, and Barkley the Dog.
Tickets are §10.50 for reserved seat-
ing and $8 general admission. Tick-
cts are on sale at the Joe Louls Are-
na box office, open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.,
and ali Ticketmaster outlets. To
charge tickets by phone call 645-
6666. For additional ticket infortna-
tion cal) 567-6000.

© Attic Theatre
“Sand Mountain.” by award-win-

ning playwright Romulus Linncy,
runs through Saturday, Dec. 23, at
thie Attic Theatre in Detroit. Tlckets
may be purchased at the Attic The-
atre box office. “Sand Mountain” in-
cludes two one-act plays, with {iddle
music, both set in Appalachia. Tick-
cts are priced from $10 to $20, and
may be purchased singly, or dis.
counted as part of the Attic Scason
Sampler, a mini-subscription serics.
Tickets may be charged by calling
875-8284.

© Rudolf nureyev

Ballet star Rudolf Nureyev and
Liz Hobertson head the cast of
Rodgers and Hammerstein's musical
“The King und L"for cight perfor-
mances, Jan. 16-21, at the Fox The-
atre in Detroit, Tickets are avallable
at the Fox Theatre box office, open
11 am. to 7 p.m.: the Joe Louls Aré-
ha box office, open 10 a.m. to 6 p.m,,
and all Ticketmaster outlets. To
charge tickets by phone, call 645-
6666. For ticket information call
587-6000.

© Chrisimas show

Northville’s historic Marquis The-
atre will present jts Christmas Show,
featuring the Marquis Theatre Chil
dren dancing and singing a medley
of Christmas songs, at 7:30 p.m. Fri-
day, Dec. 22 and 29; at 11:30 a.m.
and 3 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 23, and
7:30 p.m. Wednesday-Thursday, Dec.
27-28. Tickets are $4.50. To charge
tickets by phone call 349-8110 or
349-0868.
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Cruisin’ into the 90's at the

oA SRAITION,
for New Year's Eve
" Night Package '275 Per Couple
+ Champagne upon arrival
« Floral Lei upon arrival
» Overnight Guest room
- Gourmet 4 Course New Year's Eve Dinner

Design your own
celebration with the
$79* Un-Package.

ar, the new Embassy Suites Hotd in

With the $79 Un-Package, you can decide how

« Entertainment by “Forever Yours™ or Livonia is tetting yote decide what todoon much or how little you want todo. And do it :
Doug Jacobs and the Red Garter Band * New Years Eve. We're not making yau later with our extended check-out time on New
to ring in the New Year. join in an extravagant party...no Year’s Day. X
i i i noisemakers. .. no congo line. Instead, we're 5. Cor T ER—

+ Open Bar with 10 Dnan Tickets * iving von a e wpﬁ-‘ Iy of reat options that you Call 462-6000 for reservations. 3

* Complimentary Party Favors can chause from. * Price st onsingle o double ovupancy, per ighl, por roum. g

. Champagﬂe toast at First, we start out with the $79 basics: lusury Does not inclide fas and gratuity. N

Midnight accommudations in a spacious two-room suite 4

¥ ! -

» Recovary Buffet complete with two TV and cable, a microwave A b

10am-2 pm and avaitable mini-bar. Then, add on a 2-hour v
the following managers reception in the evening, anda 2
> mornin complimentary cooked-to-order breakfast in the I ) I

Call for morning. We have a 24-hour indoor pool, .
R i whirlpool, sauna and exércise room. And for any Al
e::;’;_'ggs of you who are into the post-holiday sales, we -
- Tave courtesy transportation to 2 local shoppin M
Ext, 7750 centers, ! A SHOPPINg HOTEWL . :
UVOND% For a speciat New Year’s Eve dinner, try the : N
- arrio regional American cuisine of Cascades Restaurant. Detroit-Livonia
\A : And aftervards you can dance until 1990 in the (313} 462-6000
e high-energy Palrumps nightelub. 1-275 at Seven Mile in Livouia .




