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Councllmen Jon Grant {left) and Larry Lichtman Monday listen
to Bextak's proposed expansion plans for Muirwood Square,
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Council members Ben Marks and
Lawrence Lichtman both supported
Beztak's efforts to rezone Lhe land
from multifamity residential and
parking uses to busincss use, and
double the size of the 50,000-square-
foot center and add a grocery store
anchor at the corner of Drake and
Grand Rlver, Both vated agalnst the
dealal Monday.

“WHAT WE have on our handsisa
dying center,” sald Lichtman, a for-
mer planning commissioner clected
to the councll in November. As plan-
ning commlssioner, he has cansid-
ered the Issue scveral times since
1ast December. "My conviction has
become stronger that rezoning the
property would be the appropriate
thing to do," he added.

Marks sald although the city's

master land use plan calls for the
property In questlan to be zoned for
residenlial vse, the master plan “Is
not cast in stene. It jJust tells you
where ta start from.

“The proponent made a fremens
dous mistake {when they built the
center). He wanis to come back in
and . . . stralghien It out. They're
willing to put their money where
their mouth is. 1 think . . . we have
1o give them that opportunity.”

But the majorily of couneil mem-
bers disagreed.

QUTGOING MAYOR Terry Sever
said he could not Justify changing i
restdential parcel to comnmercial. “It
Just does not make scnse,” he sald.

Ceuncilman Jon Grani said he was
“not convinced all alternatives have
been explored” for the center. Coun-
cilwoman ‘Nancy Bates said she

‘How many supermarkets can we support?’

Don Hilller, owner of the IGA
store at 10 Mile and Orchard Lake
Road In Farmington, held up a map
Monday showing the number of gro-
cery stores already built in the
Farmlngton area.

“How many supermarkels can we
support?” the Farmington HIlls resi-
dent asked. “There’s a lot of stores in
this area.

“My mother told me a long time
ago, you have to differentiate be-
tween what you want and what you
really need.”
Hillier referred to a proposed re-
zoning (hat would have allawed Bez-
tak Bullding Co. to expand and add a
;. grocery store at the Multwood
. Square shopplng center, Grand Riv-

er at Drake. A public hearing en the
. matter was held before the Farm-
* ington Hills Clty Council Monday,
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where it received mixed review,
The council denled the rezoning
request.

Hiiler then displayed his payroll
ilst, showing 38 employees from his
store who are residents of Farming-
ton or Farmington Hllls. “That's a
valid reason for not wanting the re-
zoning,” he added, concerned that an
expanded Mulrwood center would
cut fucther into the market share.

HILLIER'S STANCE was support-
ed by many who spoke during the
2%-hour sesslon Monday night. But
Just as many disagreed.

Take Paul Terterlan, who has a
similar concern but supported the
rezonlng request. Terterian owns a
Jewlery store at Mulrwood Square.
He sald all of his employces also live
tn Farmingten or Farmingten Hills.

They would risk losing thelr jobs If
his business closed, Terterian sald.

“All 1 know 18 a lot of people lost
thelr jobs and thelr businessees in
the Mulrwood Square center,” he
sald, speaking in favor of putting an
anchor grocery into the center.
“Have five, have slx (groceries).
Ce is good

good. Comp
makes everybody better. Competl-
tlon is success.”

A resident of the adjolning Mulr-
wood Apartments wondered what
would happen if the center ls not ex-
panded. “The center is dylng — what
are we going to do? Allow it to go
into a fleld of weeds?” she said.

James Boedigheimer, part owner
of Around the World Travel at Mulr-
wood Square, spoke In favor of the
proposed rezoning and expanslon,
“I've been willling to stay for slx
years,” he said. “But I'm about
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ready to ‘deep six’ (t."
of the nearby

“yalues the tmaster plan, and I'm not
going to change iy mind on this,”

Several councll members also ad-
dressed the issue of downtown
Farmington, ralsed during the past
year when Farmington's Downiown
Devetopment Authorlty and planalng
commissioners spoke out agalnst the
Mulrwood cxpansion, saying it would
hurt redevelopment cfforts in the
smaller, nelghboring city.

“We must respect cach ather, Just
fike we respect each other in our
neighborhood,” sald  Mayor-elect
Jean Fox, adding that "dowatown
Farmington is my downlown.” Fox
also sald the Muilrwood Square cen-
ter was originally built in 1980 as a
supplemental center to the Muir-
wood Apariment complex to the
north and west.

BOTH GRANT and councllman
Aldo Vagnozzi questioned the scene
of ceonomic disaster as described by
Beztak officials, who sald their oceu-
paney rates were dropping and that
they were offering discount rental
rates to {11 buildings.

“I wonder how much of it is or-
d,” sald Vagnozad, who had

Ind
ence Commons subdivision spoke out
against the rezoning proposal be-
cause of traffic concerns. One sug-
gested Beztak consider converting
exisling, vacant space into a super-
market.

spoken to some of the ceater’s for-
mer  tenants,  “Several  previous
tenants wanted to stay and were not
cncouraged o slay.”

Grant sald the center had a “poor
design™ and there were “problems

Hills denies Muirwood rézoning bid

with the type of landlord they (Bez-
tak) have been. Now they're terrific
— that wasn't always the case. I'm
not sure it isn't a self-orchestrated
hardship.”

Beztak efficlals offered no re-
sponse.

The company had proposed 1o tear
down the 30,000-square-foot western
building in (he ceater, and build a
center of aboul 106,000 square feet
-~ the most recent estimate given by
the developer. The $10 million ex-
pansion would have more than dou.
bled the size of (e center and al-
lowed a grocery store anchor, Shop-
ping Center Market, at the center.

CURRENT MUIRWOOD  mer-
chants supported the rezoning and
subscquent expansion, saying they
needed an anchor and are barely sur-
viving at the center. Many of the
stores are now at. The current
accupancy rate is 65 pereent.

1f the 6 3 acres had been rezoned,
1k

e, id 1L would Jeave the rest of
the re site west of the existing
center wouded open space except for
2 10,000-square-fool recreation ares
for the adjacent Muirwood Apart.
ments,

Bezlak  officials could not  be
reached Jollowing the council nieet-
ing to comment on future plans for
the center.
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