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just might say yes to a bond issue to build a
new main library serving Farmingten and
Farmington Hills.
<But even though land and construction costs
are sure to be higher in 1981, Farmingtor Public
Library trustees probably made the right deci-
sion in backing off from a 1990 vote.

Too much confusion and concern persists fol-
lowing the November defeat of two library-re-
lated bailot proposals: a $14.5 million bond issue
to build a larger main library and a 1.5-mill
property (ax levy 1o operate the two-branch li-
tem.

EF GIVEN another chance this year, voters

a turnout topping 40 percent, voters shot
down the operating levy by almost 5,000 votes.

. But the bond issue, which also would have gen-
erated money to renovate the smaller downiown
Farmington branch, lost by only 215 votes.

We supported both funding bids because we
felt they would assure local library necds are
met for the next 25 years.

Ironically, the library's very popularity has
propelted use far beyond design capacity. In the
past 10 years, relerence use has jumped 159 per-
cent and circulation of materials has grown 30
percent. Shelf space is at a premium.

" BUT IT'S clear to us why the ballot proposals
fell.
We think voters understood the need for a

larger main library on a larger new site, given
the cramped conditions and lack of adjacent land

Quality of life

New main library still needed

and Halsted, turned off many folks who live east
of Orchard Lake Road.

AS FOR the tax request, we've long felt the
two cities shouldn’t be forced to weigh library
needs against otlier budget line items. The li-
brary board should have autonomous taxing au-
thority. .

But voters may have misread the tax request
as an automatic tax increase.

1i the request had passed, the city councils
would have rolled back their operating budgets
in the amount earmarked for the library, .76 mill
— $1.5 million in Farmington Hiils and $169,500
in Farmington.

That, of course, didn't mean the cities couldn’t
have turned around and re-levied their share of
the millage to mect other needs.

Nor did it mean the library board would only
levy .75 mill, although it probably wouldn't have
levied more until the new branch opened in 1992,
Then, the tax rate was expected to be 1.2 mills to
cover higher operating costs,

A PATCHWORK response to increasingly in-
tolerable conditions at the existing main library,
by trying to reconfigure shelf space that's al-
ready overflowing, is hardly the solution,

So voters can expect to revisit the bond issue,
and probably the tax issue, in 1981 — the same
year Farmington Hills' .05-mill park tax will be
up for rencwal and vying for voter support.

Meanwhile, we'd urge the library board and

at the existing site at 12 Mile and Kendail

But the bond issue, as proposed, left unre-
solved a key concern: the fate of the 18-year-old,
38,000-square-foot main library building.

If the bond issue had passed, the library hoard
would have offered to deed the site to the two
cities for another publie use. If they declined, the
site would have been sold and the cash applied to
retire the bonds. The site is appraised at about
$2.5 million.

It seems Lo us voters preferred a more defini-
tive future plan. We think the building should he
sold and the boad total reduced.

1t’s also possible the site of the proposed new
80,000-square-foot library, {2 acres at 12 Mile

HE MESSAGE, it seems, is finally getting
through.
M We're talking about drinking and
i driving. Tougher law enforcement and
the Mothers Against Drunk Driving-sponsored
media blitz have been credited with helping to
reduce the number of fatal accidents in Michigan
during the New Year's holiday weekend.
hree people died this year, down from 14 a
year ago, according to the Michigan State Police.
There were no traffic-related deaths in either
Oakland or Wayne County.

Plymouth Police Chief Richard Myers last
week said hazardous roads may have kept some
people inside. But Myers also gave MADD and
other erganizations their due, saying they “raised
the public's consciousness to some degree.”

Also, stricter state laws now mean people con-
victed of driving under the influence can be sen-
tenced to as much as 90 days in jail on a first
offense; one year for a second offense; and 10
years thereafter, Judges are beginning to heed
the call for stiffer sentences, police officials said.

ter's school district to pay Paul’s has
come around agalin,

And who is the proponent of this plan?
Why it's Gov. James J. Blanchard, who's standing
for re-clectlon this year.

State support of schools is sure te he an im-
portant lssue in the upcoming gubernatorial
campalgn, and our governor no doubt wants to
look good by dishing out some dollars to districts
that need them,

+ Blanchard said in a recent newspaper article
that he will support taking part of the state ald
that wealthier districts.get for retirement pay-
ments and giving it to needy distriets,

* A similar proposa) to shift ald from wealthy
districts to poor ones was shouted down by edu-
catlonal lobbylsts last year.

- NOW, THIS missive [s not to be taken as an
anti-Blanchard dlatribe, but his (or anyone
else’s) hands should stay off the so-called “cate-
‘gorical”. funding that out-of-formula (most of

EI:{E A bad penny, a tired old ploy to rob Pe-

the Far Hills City Council to consider for
a new main library part of 26 acres near [-696
and Farmington Road that the cily recently ac-
quired for community sports.

We acknowledge that the impact of a library
on nearby homes is a crucial unknown. But the
land is centrally located and abuts 45 state-
owned acres the city is negotiating to buy, pre-
sumably also for community sports.

Sure, Farmingten Hills needs new park land.
But the tibrary serves a wider cross-section of
residents.

From a quali
strong minds i
bodies. *

of-life perspective, building
important as building strong

Good work
Drivers heed MADD’s message

WHILE WE CAN'T cite any comforting statis-
tics, it does at least look like the driving popula-
tion has become more aware of the problem and
is beginning to do something about it.

We noticed, for instance, a large increase in
the number of red ribbons tied to car antennas
and door handles this year. At some intersec-
tions, nearly every car waiting for the signal to
change was wearing the MADD ornament. The
“Tie One On” campaign was introduced by
MADD last year as a way for drivers to show
solidarity.

In Garden City, police were disappointed that
only four people took advantage of the depart-
ment’s offer of free rides home for intoxicated
party-goers. Still, it wasn't too long ago that such
a program would have been neglecled altogether.

The MADD holiday campaign is a good start.
But drunk drivers are a year-round problem.
Continued efforts by civic groups, law enforce-
ment agencies and the courts are needed in the
battle to make our highways safer.

Hands offl
Leave our state aid alone

Councilwoman Jean Fox {right) was elected to
replace councilman Terry Sever as mayor of

meeting.

Farmington Hills at the Nov. 20 cily council

SHARON LoMIEUX/stall photographar .

Sever leaves a varied
imprint as Hills mayor

TERRY SEVER passed the mayo-
ral gavel to Jean Fex at the Farm-
ington Hills City Councli's first
mecting of 1930 Monday, ending his
determined bld for an unprecedented
two-year term as mayor.

“Rumor was going around he llked
his gavel and didn’t really want to
part with It," Fox jested In present-
ing a gavel plaque to Sever In honor
of “a year's valiant and dedicated
service.”

From my vantage point as 2 coun-
cil watcher, the four-year council-
man at times seemed obsessed wilh
power as he tried to clevate the
mayat’s positlon beyond the ceremo-
nial role spelied out in the clty char-
ter,

1 also thought he was way off base
in trying to move public comment
lower on cach council agenda in-
stead of only on public hearing night.
It took an outery for him to back off.

DURING COUNCIL discusstons, I

about the content of our coverage of
Incal government.

But despite our differences, 1 was
impressed he was able to keep our
lines of communication open,

1 think he came to realize the Ob-
server is a vital condult between city
hall and Farmington Hills residents.

meetings Interminably long.

Why not simply call for a motion
and a second, then ask for discus-
sion? Once those who wani to com-
ment do so, then call far a vote.

Sever also was more deeply In-

o d

So it him, as the city's titu.
lar head, to cooperate with us.

What bothered me most is haw
Sever, elected on a platform as the ~
people’s councilman, grew adversa-
rial as the year wore on.

Ie may not acknuwledge It, but he

volved in gre
involving some sensitive lIssues,
namely the Boys Republic property
and the Peltz parkland purchase,
than cven his fellow council mem-
bers realized.

Despite  omnlpatent  tendencies,
Sever deserves a publlc salute for
helping lead the way in many key
areas: liquor law enforcement, youth
recreation, park development, storm
Irai

don't know why Sever felt
10 call on council members by name
so each could comment.

By dolng so, he all but forced them
to comment cven If they had nothing
sallent to say — thus making long

r and the

£
‘Year 2000 p!
His vigor was Infectlous, his con-
cern genulne and his love for Farm-
ington Hills unquestioned
1 HAD a few run-ins with Sever

became to almost every
complaint ralsed under public com-
ment Instead of accepting criticlsm |
as constructive fecdback,

Still, I share his “scnse of opti- |
mism" and agree that the '90s “are °
going to be progressive and exciting
for the communlty of Farmington
Hills.”

Sure, the city faces some rugged
challenges, but none that cant be
met if tackted with the city's best In-
terest at heart. 1, for ane, am proud
to call Farmington Hil!s home.

Bob Sklar is editor of the Farme-
ington Observer.

Farmington readers’ forum

Letters must be signed, original copies and include the address and tele-
phone number of the writer, Names will be withheld from publication only
for sufficient reason. We reserve the right to edit them. Send letters to
Readers' Forum, Farmingtan Observer, 33203 Grand River Ave., Farming-

ton 48024,

Decision is a
real crippler

To the editor:

1 am disturbed by a recent Farm-
ington Hills Plannlng Commission
decision concerning the Community
Center, a declslon that will cripple
onc of the center's major functions:
high-quality performances, during
carly hours, appropriate for fami-
lies.

Marcin Miller,
Farmlington Hills

Best solution
not reached

To the editor:

The Community Center of Farm-
ington-Farmington Hills is providing
a valuable service to the public.
Thousands have benelited soclally
and culturally because of its many

What our governor should be
looking at are methods to secure
more funds for all public
education. We should be using a
greater part of the state budget
for education.

countles are OF) distrlcts use for things like re.
tirement payments,

In the guise of helplng schools, Blanchard
would be simply taking from one school and glv-
ing to another, That’s no way to solve the eduea-
tion funding crisls. There's no net addition in
such a plan; no new money for education.

What our governor should be looking at are
methods to secure more funds for all public edu-
cation. We should be using a greater part of the
state budget for education. .

Right now, education accounts for 36 percent

. of the budget, by Blanchard’s admission. By our

own reckoning, it was something ltke 52 percent
in William Milllken's early years.

Recent action by the Farmington
Hllls Planning Commisslon Is jcop-
ardizing the future of the center. The
ramifications of the severe limita-
tions the commisslon has placed on
the center because of complaints by
scveral neighbors may not be com-
pletely understood..

To be sure, the netghbaors are due
thelr rights. And the commission has
acled to protect those rights. Howey-
er, the key to a “best solutlon™ for
reasenable people s to find 2 more
balanced one than the commission
has so far determined.

Enforcement of the current edict
of the commission may well result in
the center closing its doers. The gen-
eral public witl be the loser. We are
confident that the center can accom-
modate reallstic ‘mandates but re-
newed cffort is needed to find “the™
solution.

Dan and Julie Juksen,
Farmingtoo Mills

Senior’s life
brightened

To the editor:

As a senior citlzen who has been
privileged to live in the Farmingion
area for a number of years, I want to
publicly express my thanks to the
citics of Farmlngten and Farming-
ton Hiils for thelr strong support of
the senlor center at the Mcrcy Con-
ference Center,

‘This center Is much more than just
a nutrition site.

‘Through the cfforts of a great
staff of regulars and volunteers, It is
also a place of love and caring, ¢n-
tertainment and exercise, joy {and
sometimes sorrow), a place o Jearn
and a place to develop deep and last.
ing fricndshlps.

Cable control
surely needed

To the editor;

in reference to your article in
yaur Dec. 28 Issue, “Councll backs
tighter controls over cable TV," 1
must agree with the council that re-
regulation is needed.

Since deregulation, basle cable
rates natlenwide have skyrocketed
and “effective competition” has not
occurred.

In an accounting survey by Broad-
casting Magazine, it was found that
basle rates rose 26 percent during
the first two years of deregulatlon.

This Is a far cry from Mr. Bjork-
lund’s (Metrovislon reglonal mana-
ger's) reasoning that “cable rates
are going up at a lower rate - one
half what the cost of living is going
up.”

The cable TV industry, as of yet,
does not promote falr competition.
One must look at cable's siphoning of
sports coverages and pay-per pro-
gramming.

Hence, without some form of re-
regulation, a two-lier access to pro-
gramming will develop: televislon
available to the general public and

Jovisl

Meal times have been p 1y
enjoyable, but it must take a lot of
work and coordination to send out
145 Meals-on-Wheels every day and
also feed 100 in the hall, and, at
times, as many os 500 meals tota),

My Ilfe, a5 well a3 those of many
athers, has been brightened by my
contacts at the center,

Elrose Nlles,
Farmington
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to

who have the ability to pay to
recelve it

Flnally, 1 request Metrovislon's

{Mr. Blorklund's) cooperation by

publishing their rates since deregu-

latlon.

This is in order for subscribers to

measure the changes in rates, if any.

Michael Elsinger,

Novi
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