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points of view

If Engler’s elected, tax abatements will end

LOOK FOR an end to property tax
abatements for Industrial moguls if
Michigan elects John Engler gover.
nor.

Look for a de-emphasls of govern:
ment-provided job tralning, replaced
by a mandatory high schoal econom.
ics course heavy on buslness plan
ning.

Under an Engler administration.
took for repeal of the inheritance tax
that's maklng capital and valuable
consumers flee the state.

Expect repeal of the usury laws
that forced Michlgan's credit card
buslness into South Dakota and Dela
ware.

As Gov. Jim Blanchard scurrles to
finlsh his “state of the state” address
by Wednesday afternoan’s deadline,
Senate Majority Leader Engler beat
him by slx weeks, unvelllng his eco-
nomle plan for the 19908 last Nov.
30,

“Bullding Entrepreneurial Mich.
gan,”" written by economic consult
ant Gene Heck, [a certaln to be Re-
publican Engler's policy outline as
he challenges Democrat Blanchard
for the executlve offlce.

LET'S GET it in context:

® Blanchard's philosophy is simi-
lar to Alexander Hamilton's. Wash.
Ington's Treasury secretary used
government as a tool to promote
business and cconomic growth, Cer
taln industries were targeted for
help. Gavernment provided eredit.

® Engler's philosophy is closer tu
Adam Smith's. In “The Wealth of
Natlons," the Scottlsh philosopher
said the free market was a better
spur ta preductlon than “the folly
and presumption” of @ politician or
governmental council.
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THE ENGLER blueprint, today's
tople, I3 a 430-page tome, much of it
intricate detall. But the philosophy is
clear,

Author Heck says the Blanchard
administration conned us Into believ-
Ing we have a robust Te-

in southeastern Michigan.

“THE NEW PHILOSOPHY of de-
velopment,” as Engler's writer
phrases it, says:

® “Growth comes from within™

existing ies ~

@ A third philosophy holds that
*'carporation” Is a dirty word. Indus-
tries are polluters and oppressors
which the people, through govern-
ment, must tax and regulate Into so-
cial service,

(Happily, since Blanchard came
on the scene, this business-bashing
voice within the Democratle Party
has been stifled — a mutter in a few
unjon halls and the People’s Repub-
heof Ann Arbor.)

‘He was like Johnny Appleseed’

HE LIVED to see the '90s ~ but
he already was anticipating the year
2000.

He had two new grandehildren
withln the past year ~ but he was
encouraging his engaged grand.
daughter to give him a great-grand-
child — “soon.”

He built a successful Detrolt, then
natlonal advertising agency, and
then, in his 70s, was expanding the
agency to another continent.

He stole the British Petroleum ac-
count away from the largest ad
agency in the world — but he wanted
to stcal a car account away from
companles he thought treated car
advertising non-creatively,

“You should always have some-
thing to look forward to,” he told me
asa chlld,

And that's how he bullt his life.

Many people have honored my fa-
ther, W.B. Doner, over the past
wecek. They have told stories of how
he demanded and inspired; how he
set a tone for ethics and excellence;
how he tempered it all with generos-
ity and wit. Many of these people
wark for W.B. Doner & Co., but
many no longer do.

“HE WAS llke Johnny Appleseed,”
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your problems as well as your joys.
He helped you analyze a sltuation,
offering possibllities but allowing
you to fInd your own solutlons.

He also was not above getting a
word in cdgewlse where he thought
he could have sone influence:
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covery by the current
Jobs plcture to the bottom of the re-
cession, December of 1982. But when
we compare the peak of the current
boam to 1979, the peak of the prevl-
ous boom, Michigan ranks 42nd
among the states In non-agricultural
Job growth,

Palitles aside, Heek is right about
Blanchard’s jobs numbers. Many of
the jobs, jobs, jobs are rehlres, not
growth; some of the unemployment
reductlon was duc to people moving
out; and the group known variously
as the “chranleally jobless” or the

not from the outside. Financial and
tax incentives “to lure industrees
from other jurisdictions” are “'irrele-
vant.”

® Successful states create an at-
tractlve economle climate for all
buslnesses “rather than wasting lim-
ited resources on costly efforts to at
tract a favored few.”

® State government should be re-
duced in slze and cost, thus huldsn,
down taxes and business costs.

THERE'S ROOM for lots and lots
of debate about the detalls of the En-
gler plan, such as higher “service

fees” In local government. 1 leave |
the detalls for the months ahead and :
endorse nothing at thls polnt.

But 1 am impressed at the atten-
tien former farm boy Engler gives
to lnner cities.

There is a Kemp-style plan for
minimal taxes in “‘urban enterprisc
zones,” There's a deal for firms that
hire peaple off the welfare rolis. And
it's a widely reported fact that En-
gler has spent time visiting soup
kitchens.

It's no rich man's plan. It's a vi-
sion, somewhat different from
Blanchard's, of how to bring pros-
perity to all classes and corners of
the state.

Tim Richard directs the Subur-
ban Communications Corp. News
Service, SCC is the parent com-
pany of the Qbserver & Eccentric
Newpapers

Shutdowns leave human impact

THE CHIEF executlve of a baby
food company was recently recruit.
ed to run one of America's largest
soup companles.

Should they have recrufted from
the “soup Industry”?

There's no such thing anymore
‘Today's blg companies ,have totally

sald one of hls frlends, Charloute

Bir
where he lived — s wonderful, he
would tell me. But he thought with
nnovative ity planning, It could be
even more Couldn't 1 do
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creative seeds all over town."

Lawtence Kasdan, creator of the
film “The Big Chill,” “Cathy" car-
tooniat Cathy Guisewlte and comedi-
an Thom Sharpe are three of the
most prominent of these seeds.

But 30 Is Jimmy August and Ron
Stone of Stone August Baker Comn-
munlcations in Troy; Marcy Brogan
of Brogan Kabot In Southfleld; Bruce
Broder, president of Bruce & Chato
Inc. in Bloomfleld Hlls and creative
people at advertislng agencies
throughout the country.

HIS STRENGTH, Inspiration and
wit were simllarly felt by the seeds
he created directly ~ his family.

He was never a falr-weather fa-
ther, nor grandfather. He took on

something about it?

o I would get a call. “You split an
infinltive tn your editorial. I thought
1 taught you better,” he would say In
hls joking style.

I'm sad for him and for myself
that he wasn't here even longer than
75 years. But all his “seeds” know
that he would have hated living any-
thing less than vigorously, He was
one of the very few who got nearly
everything he wanted from Ilfe be-
cause of what he put fnto it.

He died on the first birthday of a
grandchlld he never cxpected to
have. Even in death, he had us Jook-
ing forward.

Judith Doner Berne is assistant
managing editor of the Oakiand
Couniy editions of the Qbserver &
Eccentric Newspapers.
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product i they
simply bire the best

ple who know product lines, m
watch that bottom llne. They keep
them as long as they're profitable —
that's what drives our system.

Just last week, I discovered that
‘Whitman Corp. — the Chlcago-based
chocolate people who formerly
owned Tllinols Rallroad — are the
owners of Chesley Industries, the
wire produet manufacturer in Farm.
Ington, Chesley falls under the Whit-
man dlvisien of Hussmann Food
Su:_nge, based in St. Louis.

Confused? These
mega-conglomerates
are enough to make
your head spin.

CALLAHAN PROUDLY ex-
plained that Chesley employees had
made some of their own equipment,
which took wire assembly produce
tion time from mlnutes to seconds.
He said a good number of the em- -
ployees, many of them female, had -
devoted years of thelr life to Chesley
— a family company taken over in
the carly 1970s by Hussmann. But
they stlll used the Chesley name,
whieh Is widely known in wire prod-
ucts, Callahan sald.

Callahan had suggested that the
main office consider bringing a pow-
der coating process in-house —

where [n the middle of a mega-sized
profit and loss statement. -
But take a peek inside the plant.
Before the home office's an-

These mega-congl
erates are enough to make your head
spln.

1t's no wonder that Chesley Indus-
tries, a famlllar family and company
name to many long-time Farming-
ton residents, will close in mid-Feb-
ruary if a buyer for the business is
not found. A similar plant in Bren-
ham, Texas, was closed two years
ago.

IN ST. LOUIS or Chicago or whet-
ever clse corporate headquarters
may be, this plant on Farmington's
south side I3 just a tiny mark some-

of doom in December.
there were some 21 salaried employ-
ccs and another 50 who assembled
various wire products in a huge back
plant. Today, that number has dwin
died to half.

Mike Callahan, a general manager
who was transferred into the area to
tun the Chesley plant In 1976, now
conslders southeast Michigan his
home.

He said announcing the likely
plant clusing just oefore Christmas
was a tough job. Even a few wecks
later, he was natlceably moved by
the very human impact.

he belleved would save .
the company enough money to keep |
the plant operating. Now, all the .
wire products are sent out of state
for coating, then returned for ship-
ping.

But it wasn't to be. With a glance
at an earnings statement, and an or-
der from above, the deed was done.

Another 70 employees may soon
be dumped into an already soft labor
cconomy in Detroit. It will tmpact
not only the employees, but their lost
wages, which represent income for
others in the restaurant and retail
area.

1t’s a loss that won't be felt In Chl-
<age or St. Louis.
But we'lt feel It here.
Casey Hans is a staff writer for
the Farmington Observer.
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The 50 Expressions Custom Furniture
Stores Across America are Celebrating
10 Years of Custom Created Furniture—

Your Way

Savings on upholstered furmitute off
Juggested retail prices.
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EXPRESSIONS

950 South Woodward {near Lincoln} Birmingham, Ml Phooe: 647-8882
Open Mon.- Wed. & Fri. 10:6, Thurs, 109, Sat. 105 N

SAVE 30-50% |

« Pick your fabne
« Chiouse your frame

* Over %0.000 Combinations
* Delivery in 45 days "

Exprenions ,,
Crodit Cand
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