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%@@unc to discuss Community Center flap

The Communlty Center of Farm-
Ington-Farmington Hills, and a con-
troversial ban on its use of speakers
and mlcrophones, will be the focus of
a’. special Farmington Hiils Clty
Cduncl! meeting at 6 p.m. Monday,
Jan, 15.

Mayor Jean Fox Is cxpected to
provide councll members with a
memo of [deas she has concerning
the dllemma the center finds ltself in

Judge’s

.Continuad fram Pago 1

A letter to Harrls was malled
from the sheriff’s office Jan. 2, Al-
drich conflrmed.

But Harris responded: “It hasn't
been returned to me. It certalnly
hdsn't been denied. I'm sure It isn't
any big deal.”

with outdoor concerts and the ban
established by thie planning commils-
sion Nov. 16.

Fox belleves her ideas will be sat-
Istactory to both sides of the issucs,
she said,

“IT'S VERY emotlonal on both
sldes,” councillwoman Nancy Bates
said, ”'[ think we have a community
problem I believe is a crisis.”

Bates hopes to see a “win-win" slt-

bid to deputize court officer still in limbo

Alter accepting an appeintment to
1he bench last June vpon the retire-
ment of Judge Michael Hand, Harris
said he intended to hire a court offi-
cer with pollce authority for his
courtroom to handle arrests, prison-
er lock-ups, and any other problems
that might arise with the court in
sesslon.

“We've had | from time to
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fime when we've nceded the pres-
ence of a police officer,” Harris told
the Farmington Hills City Council in
July. “Nobody has that autherity,

uatlon for both sldes of the center's
noise Issue, she sald.

“1 think what's really Important
here Is how we handled each other in
Farmington Hills,” she sald,

Councilman Aldo Vagnozzi cau-
tioned councll members that they
should be careful about overstepplng
their boundarles [n helplng the com-
munity center solve its problems,

“I think we ought to be very clear

ability, capacity and know-how (o
put handeulfs on anybody and puc
him into a holding cell.”

MITCHELL WAS at work at the
courthouse the week of Oct. 18, but
his hiring was not finalized until late
November, Harris told the Observer,
Harris then made a request to Oak-
land County to have Mitchell depu-
tized, which would have aliowed him
full powers of a deputy, including
carrying a gun,

Mitchell had scrved the clty for 19
years as a public safety officer be-

clarification

A comment {rom Scott Chesley tn
Monday's Obscrver referred to the
sale of the famlly buslness in 1972,
not to his father’s death.

“The sad part, qulte llterally, my
father worked himself to death. Ina
tot of ways, it {the business sale) re-
ally was a blessing," Scott Chesley

sald.
His father dled In 1974,

An ltem in Monday's Farmington

shal
consiltute finat accoptunco af the
advortiser's order.
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Sylvan Leatning Centers.

You've tied it all: the discipline, the tutors,
scemingly endless confercnices with teackers and counselurs But nothing can g
your family’s spirits off the ground faster than the hupe and help vou find at

Sylvan Leatning Centers arc a group of privare ey
designed 10 help your child do beteer in schoul We

i~
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Focus column should have stated
that the L of M

here on what our role Is,” he said,
referring to Intcrfering tn the plan-
ning commission’s one-year ban on
the center’s speakers and micro-
phones at outdoor activitles.

CENTER EXECUTIVE director
Dorathy Praff Is awaiting trial on a
disturbing the peace charge stemm-
ing from a resident's complalnt
about the nolse level of an Aug. 23

fore a-requesting disabllity retire-
ment. In July 1988, Mitchell was
granted a permanent disability irom
hls public safety job, accurding to
minutes from the city of Farming-
ton's Retirement Board of Trustees.

“'All three of the examinling physl-

clans found Mr. Mitehell untit for
Inued duty in law

due to a severe stress disorder,” the

minutes stated. The minutes labeled

him “permancntly disabled.”

The retirement board nceepted
the results of threc physiclans' ex-
ams and granted the disabllity re-
quest.

MARRIS HAD said he is awarc of
Mitchell's disability retirement, that
the jobs of a police officer and a de-
putized court officer were unrelated,
and that he dld not betleve Mitchell's

igan los
to the University of Southern Cali-
fornta In the Rose Bowl on New

Year's Day,

d would cause any prob-
lem.

When contacted, Mltchell cailed
the disabllity retlrement Issue “kind
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outdoor concert.

City attorncy Paul Blbeau told
councll members he believed the
ticket was issued properly to Plaff,
rather than the center's board of di-
reetors, because “she'ls supposed to
have control” at the outdoor con-

certs,
Center offlcials, meanwhlle, say
they're grappling with the flnanclal

ban. The outdoor concerts heralded
the center's new role as a cultural
center, designed to keep it flnanclal-
1y afloat.

If the center fails financially, it
could fall to the city of Farmington
Hills. The center’s deed states that.- -
the center would flrst go to the>

Farmlington Communlty Library. 13-

llbrary trustees don’t want the ceny<-

effccts of the planning 's

of personal. Why should I divulge
anyihlng?" he said.

He added that “as far as I know,
hey (Oakland County) did deputize
me,” but that the county sent the
paperwork through to the city in-
stead of the court” City officlals
said they received no such paper-
work Ifrom the county. Aldrich said
any paperwork sent on the matter
from her officc was directed to
Harrls.

FARMINGTON CITY manager
Robert Deadman said last fall that
no one at the court contacted the city
for an employment reference on
Mitchell. “The judge will have to

ter, it

“

make his own evaluation,” said .
Deadman, “We weren't asked for our *
advice. He'll have to evaluate the
man’s abllity te be a court offlcer.”

Nelther he nor public safety direc
tor Frank Lauhoff would comment -
on Mitchell's previous relatlonship o
with the clty or hls new position in 2
1he court, which handles all distrlet *
cases for the clties of Farmington
and Farmington ills. N

Hills Pallce Chlef William Dwyer
and District Judge Margarel
Schaelfer, chle! judge of the 47th
District Court, also declined com-
ment when asked about Mitchell’s
hirlng. ol
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[ . . THEATER & FINE DINING
4 . COMPLEIE BROADWAY PRODUCTIONS
. FRIDAY & SATURDAY EVENINGS
- * SPECIAL OVERNIGHT PACKACL

4 JANUARY - "1 DO, { DO"

to court.

(Tom Jonws & Harvey Scvrict)
4 FEBRUARY - "THEY'RE PLAYING OUR SONG"
. . (Nedamon)
Franklin's Junior Tennis Program
1s open 1o membeps witd nensmembes alike. Grarslto :Im:«- © MARCH - "UTTLE MARY SUNSHINE®
Letween the ages of 5 il 34, straeton 38 provided an an (PekBasoyan)

6:00 pm « Cocktails at cash bar
and complimentary hors d’aeuvres
730 pm - Dinner Served - Cholee of Entree
9:00 pm « Show Time
$12.00 per peeson - Show Only {$15.00 preferred seating)
$26.00° per person *» Dinner & Show
$39.00°* Overnlghl Accammadations fonly wlith tickets)
*Tax and gratuily included, does not [nclude alcohol
** Tased on double ocvupancy, does not Inctude fax

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS: 557-4800 ox!, 2242
YESTERDAYS NIGHTCLUB LIVE BANDS

.WED. « SAT. 8:30 TIL LATE
&. DAYS HOIEL/SOUTHAIEL D CONVENTION CENITR
17017 West Hine Mie Pood

outhieks, M) 43015

register livhuy orstop by at 20330 Northwentern,
Franklin Road In Southfleld. .
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