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Mercury visible

in pre-dawn sky

You might be able to spot Mercury
In the pre-dawn sky on Jan. 15 if you
have an unobstucted horlzon. First
locate Antares and Mars whlch are
now twelve degrees apart In the
southeast, Draw a line from Antares,
through Mars and contibue in the
same direction toward the horlzon,
Mercury will be along that line but
only a few degrees above the hori-
zon, By the end of the month Mercu-
ry will be brighter and higher at
dawn and better placed for viewing.

The moon will be approaching the
bright star Spica (SPY ca), In Virgo,
on the morning of the 17th. On the
{ollowing morning the moon will be
four degrees below Spica.

Last Quarter Moon Is at 4:17 p.m.
on Jan. 18, The moon is beginning
the last quarter of ils orbit around
the carth,

Venus is at inferior conjunction
with the sun on the 181h, 1t is located
between the carth and the sun and is
not visible. The planct continues to
move rapidly and will be visible in
the pre-dawn sky within a week.

EARLY MORNING skygazers
will see a very nice alignment be-
tween the moon, a star and dwo plan-
ets on the 21st. The crescent moon
will be tocated in Scorpius. Ten de-
grees to the east (left) of the moon
will be Antares. Draw a linc from
the moon through Antares and you
will come to Mars. Continue the line
past Mars and you will encounter
Mercury.

At 3 aan, on the 22nd the moon
will be 0.3 degrees below Antares.
This is a very close conjunction
{grouping). Don’t worry about an ac-
tual collision ever occurring. The
two objects may look like they are
very close together, but billions of
miles separate them, Much the same
atignment frem Antares to Mars and
Mercury will be visible about five
hours laler at sunrise, except the
moon will be four degrees to the cast
of Antares.

On the morning of the 23rd the
moeon will be four degrees below
Mars. Once again draw 3 line from
Antares, past Mars, past Mereury
and you will encounter Venus. Sa-
turn will be officially in the morning
sky as well. 1t wlll be located below
the Jine that passes from Mercury to
Venus but Saturn wllk be too close to
the horizen to be scen. Wait until
next week to try for Saturn,

NEW MOON occurs at 2:20 p.m.
en Jan. 26. The moon is located be-
tween the carth and the sun and s
not visible. In fact, the moon is locat-
ed exactly hetween the earth and the
sun and will eclipse {cover) the sun.
‘The bad news is: The eclipse will not
be visible from the Detrolt area. The
shadow of the moon wil) touch the
carth along a line running from
South America 1o Antarctica, Only
those along that line will be able to
see the eelipse.

Look for the beautiful two-day old
creseent moon after sunset on the
28th. The moon will be above the
west and southwest horizon. Notice
how the unlighted portion of the
toon seems to glow with a soft light
of its own. This Is caused by “Ear.
thshine.” Sunlight strikes the earth,
is reflected up to the moon and re-
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flected from the moon back to our
eyes.

Mereury whl be at lts greatest
clongation (apparcnt angle) from the
sun on the morning of the 31st.

- An excellent aid for tearning con-
stellations and keeplng up to date
wlth the sky is the monthly “Sky Cal-
endar,” A onc year subscription Is
$6. [t is avallable from Abrams
Planctarium, Mlchigan State Uni-
versity, East Lansing, 40824,
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Q. My brother Is o a aursing
home. His Medicare coverage ran
out but ke didn't know until two
weeks

form the resident and/or their
family prlar to the discontinuance
of Medicare coverage, The resldent
and thelr famlly or legal responsl-
ble party is considered not to have
known of this discontinuance untll
notificatlon Is received, Usually a
telephone call precedes wrilten no-
1ificatlon, This should occur sever-
al days before the Medicare bene-
{its are 1o be discontinucd. If the
natlflcation procedure Is not done
within a timely fashion the resident

g the
ance, Who Is responsible for kis
bin?

A. By law, Medlcare certitied
nursing homes are required to in-

or parly is not respun-
sible for payment-to the home. The
resldent or responsible party can
Initlate procedures regarding the
walver of liability. The nursing

home and the carrier of the home’s
Medicare policies should be In-
formed. If the nursing home has
been lax in lts responsibilities the
resident s not responsible for
charges incurred. You must howey-
er, be able to prove that the nurs.
ing home dlid not comply with the
Medicare rules.

Q. Please explaln bow hospice
works at bome,

A. The hospice philosophy is that
death is a part of llfe. The purpose
of hospice is to provide an alterna-
tive to the conventional treatment
for the terminally i), Pain contro}
is of primary concern and the hos-

pice helps paticots to live the final
stages of their life with dignity,
self-respect and contral. Pain con-
trol is of primary concern and the
pattent’s family s taught how lo
keep their loved one comlfortable
whlle remaining at home,

Hospice provides a varlety of
services to heip the patlent live at
hame. Those services Include: regu-
lar visits by a Regisiered Nurse,
physictan soclal work and heme
health aide services, volunicer
care, physical and occupational
therapy, religlous care, emergen-
cy/acute care inpatient services
and bereavement care.

When it’s you

all that matters

Wherever it is.

or someone CiOSC to you

is getting the very best care.

Whatever it takes.

And the last thing
you want to have to think about
is whether they accept your

healthcare card.

That's why more people carry
Blue Cross and Blue Shield.

The most accepted,

unquestioned coverage

Blue Cross
Blue ghleld
of Michigan




