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Weird ideas join

Now that Detrolt has placed ftself
firmly at the beginnlng of the sea.
son's domestle auto shows (much
earller and it would be a New Year's
Eve party), it has become the
launching pad for a lot of siew cars
and weird ideas, This year there are
nearly two dozen so-called "concept
cars” on the show floor, some of
them strikingly close to cars that
will be [n the showrooms the next
few years,

Ny

Chrysler's Tom Gale has struck
again with a sleek package that is
belng touted as Chrysler's baske dl-
reetion for the future, Likewise, GM
has & few concept cars that demon-
strate what a new generation of ul-
tra-small power plants could do for
the family bus,

But one concept was so zany a

couple of marketing offlclals from
Honda forged press credentlals and
sneaked Into a press preview just to
get an carly look.

WHAT INTERESTED the Honda
people was Chrysler's solution to
congested urban areas. It's a James
Bondish sort of ldea that weds a
three-scat minlcar (o a separately
powered rear passenger compart-
ment, When (raffic gets too thick,
the bulky rear scction is dumped and
the commuter surges ahead in his
parkable scooter.

It's the kind of thing they do a lot
at the Tokye motar show, to demon-
strate how tmaginative their design-
ers can be, The typleal Jaded U.S. de-
signer takes onc ook at the concept
and flgures nobody in his right mind
would leave half hls car unattended

the curves at Detroit’s auto show -

within commuting distance of any
U.S. city If he really expected it to
still be there when he returned,

BUT EVEN more intrigulng than
the concept cars, the show is at-
tempting to demonstrate new [deas
as well as new cars. A group from
Bulek's Lanslng, Mich, assembly
plant Is actually bullding cars on the
show floar, Displays from Detrolt's
Center for Creative Studles and cven
som¢ major automotive suppliers

Free financial training offered
in series at Troy public library

By Sid Mittra
speclal writer

Want to be your own financial
planner and solve some of your fl-
nanclal problems? Here s the oppor-
tunity.

Hosted by the Troy Publlc LI
brary, three training sessions will be
presented by me and CPA W. James
Piercey on behalf of the Institute for
Flnancial Education.

Details of these sessions follow.

INVESTMENT SESSION:
(Wednesday, Feb. 7, 7-8:30 p.m.)

A sound investment partfolio Is
the heart of any successful financial
plan, Its size, liquidity, diversifica-
tion and taxability are all signlficant
clements that must underst
and managed to produce the most ef-
fective results.

In the flrst seminar we will focus
on these and other areas to help you
structure the most cffective Invest-
ment portfollo tailored to achicve
your personal goals, We will also
Tearn about simple ways of calculat.
Ing total investment return and the
method of measuring the level of
risk you can comfortably assume.

EDUCATIONAL FINANCING
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SHOP A’E’g@ME AND SAVE

SESSION: (Wednesday, Feb. 14, 7-
8:30 p.m,)

In the second seminar we will di-
rect our attention to the problems of
payling for a collcge education. Over
the years many (echnlques have
been presented as solutlons to this
cver-increasing problem.

Short-term trusts, oulright gifts,
placing the student on a company
payroll and a variety of financing
plans are some ef the methods usi
to soften the burden of providing for
a callege educatlon,

Tuition and housing costs have
contlnued to Increase (aster than the
cost of living. The cost of higher edu-
cation has become the second-larg-
est  financial commitment (first
being buylng a house), made by a
familly.

Appropriate planning can cut the
overall cost by as much as 50 per-
cent.

For those who must face the reall-
ty that tuition is due now, there are
other aptjons that should be consid-
ered. Most important, you will learn
how much you need to save now.

RETIREMENT SESSION:
(Wednesday, Feb. 21, 7-8:30 p.m.)

The third seminar Is cancerned
with the most important considera-

ORATING
CENTERS
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tlon of an individual's security: re-
tirement. In today’s economle envi-
ronment retirement has taken on a
new meaning.

In the past people retired without
knowlng if they could afford retire-
ment. Some never obtatned any
meaningful degree of financlal Inde-
pendence even after retirement.

Recent tax law changes have
forced a review of the planning op-
tlons and the best methods of capltal
accumulation avallable, In thls sem-
Inar you will learn what speclfic
sieps you must take now to ensure a
happy retlred life.

I have especially deslgned these
three trainlng sesslons to accomplish
two major objectives:

® Demonstrate (o you how to cs-
tablish reallstic flnanclal goals; and

@ Teach you the speclfic planaing
steps that are necessary to achieve
your basic financial goals,

To help you learn these Important
tasks, the Troy Publle Library will
provide you with a free workbook
contalnlng a step-by-step gulde on
how to understand each element of
the planning and goal-sciting pro-
cess.

Only the most rudimentary arlth-
metle (add, subtract, multiply and
divide) would be requlred to com-
plete the workbook.
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ON MINI-BLINDS

hat batter way to onjoy privacy
and beauty af the some ime. Qut
comploto selaction of minkbhnd:
olfer ondioss decorating options.
Portec for your overy window. ston-
datct of piclute, of patic Joot.

Phone foran oﬁp_oimm ent
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ON VERTICALS

A bold and beautiful tashion
statomoni ~thal's the beauly of
vedicals. You'll find tho exaci blinds
1o match your siylo among out
road solection of fobrics. texturos
oand colors. Light-tillering, room-
dakoning oplions add variaty to
yout petsonal fasio.
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cxplore trends in design,

Qne of the major quirks Is the tim-
Ing of the show with the Soclety of
Auto Analysts, which Is 4 group of
highly paid professional stock ana-
lysts that advised against buying
Chrysler stock at five bucks a share
and predicted that cars would scll
like crazy In 1989, These worthies
have the task of fielding questions
about the dark clouds on the eco-
nomlc horizon tn the mlidst of a cou-

ple of hundred hustling car sales-
men,

IN FACT, questions about the
slowdown In car sales domlinated the
a5 press conferences held just before
the show opened last week. Best ex-
planation Is that lang-term payment
plans have reached the point where
the average consumer will dle be-
fore he sees the last page in his pay-
ment book, and we wlll have to wail
for his kids to go shopping before
sales will recover.

‘There are a few changes that add
to the tone of internattonalization,
such as the British Auto Manufactur-
ors Assoclation buylng a group dis-
play for Jaguar, Lotus, Range
Rover, Rolls-Royce and Sterling, all
low-volume makes (hat nonetheless
add a flaver of exotica. In the inter-

cst of economy, one British-looking
mode! opens the doors of all 22 cars,

THE CONSENSUS ls that the new
Detroit show Is rapldly becomlng the
most entertalnlng show in the coun-
try. All this Is a blg change from the
days when you could pretty much
call it The Auto Show and most folks
around lown would know what ynu

were talking about.
Now that it's the North American:
Intcrnational Aute Show, which!

wmakes for an acronym that sounds;
like a subdivislon of the State De--
pariment, It's getting a lttle class, -
Even the girls.

“£xhlbit managers now are opting
for Intelligent, informative promo-
tions over cleavage and long legs,”
says a press releasc,

Yeah, sure.

By Mary DIPacia
speclal writar

“The two most important things
to remember about world econom-
les are that yesterday Is over and
that we must now adjust to living
in a world of interdependent com-
munitfes.”

When John Nalshitt made that
statement several years ago, many
found It difficult to accept this
“megatrend” toward a global ccon.
omy. But that was yesterday. To-
day, It doesn't take a genius to real
ize that buslnesses on both sides of
the ocean beneflt greatly by “think-
Ing globally and acting locally.”

For the organizers of this year's
second shinnenkai mlxer to be held
Wednesday, Jan. 17, at the Livonia
Marrlott Holel, the event is anoth-
er device to help local businesses
become more intcrnatlonal, while

Jan. 17 event mixes business people

being cognlzant of another cultural
system for meeting new people,

Shinnenkai Is a major social
event held throughout Japan dur-
ing the first three weeks of each
new year, sald Izumi Suzuki, presi-
dent of the Novi-based bllingual
service and consultlng center of
Suzukl, Myers & Assoclates, The
term transiates to “new year gath-
cring” and s typleally sponsored
by [ndependent business firms, stu-
dent groups and clubs, J:

lowed by Canada with 50 Detrolt-
based firms). It has become in.
creasingly Important to forge new
relationships that break down the
barriers between domestic and for-
eign flrms capable of doing busi.
ness with cach other, Suzuki b«.~
leves.

Suzuki was encouraged by the re-
sponse (o last year's first shinnen-
kal mixer. No other cluster of com-
munities In the country has taken

of this to

shinnenkals are focused on celebra-
tion and soclalizatlon In honor of
the country's biggest holiday.

With 250 Japancse companics In
metropolltan Detroit, Suzukl want-
ed to encourage the Japanese to be-
come Inveolved with the community
on an indlvidual level. The Japa-
nese represent the state's largest
forcign business community (fol-

brush shoulders with Japancse
business people, said Suzukl’s hus-
band and business partner, Steve
Myers.

“Last year, the clty of Novi host-
ed the mixer with 100 firms in at-
tendance to include Hitachi, C.
{tch, Nissan, tkeda and Usul,” My-
ers sald. “Thls year we expect 200
Invited guest businesses (o join us.¥
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Coordinating Fabrics, Top Treatments. |
Bedspreads and Accessories |

EXCEPTIONAL 40, SAVINGS ON |

* Fabres tom Regat Satn and Desgoers Choce Collection |
> Min Blinds Slonewashed and |
1 LouverDrape Vertical Bings |

CARPET SALE - SAVE 52-%4 10
OFF QUALITY CUSTOM CARPETING
COLOR-COORDINATED TO SALE FABRICS
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Custom Draperies, Blinds & Shades
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CALL JCPENNEY CUSTOM DECORATING TODAY FOR A FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

Dearborn Faane , £93-3210 SoulhRekd Northtand . 569-6570
Harper Woods Last, 526-0200 Taylor Southlan 374.0625 °
Jovi Twelve Oak: 34B-7822 Troy Oaklarcs 5837060
Ponliag Summi Ply 683-1319 Wasttand 14 2-3011
Royal Oak Nonhwood . . . 288:3990 Ann Atbor Briarwso r.a 1677
Stoding Heights Lakeside . ... ., 2470430 ON/DP
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