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Lois Haberkamp of Norlhville tells Farmington students Alicia
Roncilio (left) and Belhany Bonner about the handmade um-
brella stand she once received as a Christinas gift. The stu-

Ties, fruitcakes are out as gifts

By Bathany Banner
and Alicia Ronclllo
speclal writers

“May 1ask you a few questions?"
I continued speaking without wait-
ing for a response.

“I'm Alicta Roncilio, and this is
Bethany, We're from Farmington
schools, writing an article (gulp).”

We knew this wasn't the best way
totreal a customer at Sears, but it
warked for us. With the help and ap-
proval of Sears manager Bob Friess,
we were able to collect some inter-
esting infermation frotn busy Christ.
mas shoppers:

- Is there a specifle price range

you're looking in? The most common
response was “cheap.” (We couldn't
help wondering If our parents were
in the same price range.)

® Would you prefer recelving a
large or small package under your
tree this year? Answers varied.
“Small if it sparkles™ was our favor-
ite.

® What gift do you absolutely not
want? Eight of 10 men said they
would gag at the sight of ties under
the tree.

o What kinds of gifts are on your
own list? Women sald typewriters,
gold earrings, and a bath In Chanel
No. 5. Men said shop tools, belts and
warm cuddly sweaters,

BARSARA REBBLCK

dents interviewed shoppers at the Scars slore at 12 Oaks Mall
as part of 2 Wrilers Club assignment last month,

Salvation Army merits support

® What's the worst gift you've
ever gotien? A tic with a terrible
pattern, a knit suit that was two siz-
es 100 small and “a terrible color
that made me look dead.”

@ Do you plan on getting a fruit.
cake this year? Most people hate
them. One woman said that, if given
one, at Jeast she had a window to
throw it from.

# What's the best hiding place for
gHts? Answers included a locked
suitcase, under a pile of clothes in
the hamper, under the bed and at a
relative's house.

Wetl, the clath Is ticking ~ wc're
off 10 shop at Vies R' Us and Fru-
itcakes Galore.

By Allen Alteo
and Ryan Matthows
spocial writers

As I slipped a dollar Into the canis-
fer, 1 thought to myself, why do
these volunteers stand out in the cold
weather when they could be home
with thelr families?

So we asked the volunteer outside

12 Oaks Mall in Novl why he was
there. He dld not want his name
mentioned but replied that when he
was a bay a tornado struck his home

Student writers .
try their luck
at interviewing

GROUP OF Farmington stu-
dents took advantage of the
recent  holiday shopping
crunch 1o try their hand at

interviewing techniques sgme-
thing they'll need if they ever be-
come professional writers.

The mall was jammed and the
shoppers appareatly receplive.

The students converged on 12
Qaks Mall in Novi on a busy, pre-
Christmas Friday for their inter-
views, from which came a variety of
writing pleces. This was a major as-
signment for 15 middle schoo} and
high school students, part of a re-
cently formed Writers Clud, coordi-
nated by Barbara Rebbeck.

“T wanted to gut students out into
the real world for real, pre-writing
experiences,” said Rebbeck. “Moti-
vation for writing soars after a trip
outside the walls of the school.”

town. He said both the town and he
received a lot of help, so from then
on, be has tried to help athers, too.
We also spoke to Lt. Jenathan
Rich, the corps officer in the Farm-
ington Hills arca. He told us that the
Salvation Army Is all over the Unit-
ed States and in 90 forelgn countrics.

THE GOAL for the Farmington
area thls year Is $70,000, and the
army usually reaches that goal, The
money it receives at Christmastime
carries it throughout the year to help

WITH THE permission of store
managers Bob Friess of Sears and
Mike Farmer of J.C. Penncy, stu-
dents were able to conduct inter-
views In those major department
stores.

Other sludents wandered the cen-
tral nalt arca to eavesdrop on the
Santa line or to just soak In the at-
mosphere of the hectle season.

Armed with their Information,
club members met to write and
revise articles based on Interviews
and experiences. The writing pieces
will be published In a smali collec-
tion with pictures taken at the mall.

Students from Farmington High,
and Power, Dunckel and East mid-
dle schools make up the club, which
meets Tuesdays at Power Middle
School.

the poor and disaster victims.

Lt. Rich Is In charge of handling
the mall, and officials there are co-
operating very well, he said. Due to
al] the publicity the Salvation Army
received In the last few weeks, pub- .
lic support rose and helped the Army =
return to the malis, he said.

In our oplnion, the Salvation Army
keeps the meaning of helplng the
needy at Christmas. We would like to
thank the pubile for its suppart and
the Salvation Army for its cause.
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AW,”/ inkwell

Inkwell provides news about
Farmington-arca primary and
secondary students and educa-
tion issues. The column appears
monthly as part of the Observer's
“Scheol Page.” Sem! news items
to.The School Pape, Farminglon
QUserver, 33203 Grand  River,
Farmington 48024, Include a tele-
phome number where a contact
person can be reached during the
day. Htems will not be taken over
the phone.
©:special call

Adria Vitlar, a fourth grader at
Lodgacre Elementary in Farming-
tonjreceived a special telephone call
from the Michigan Thanksgiving
Day Parade Committee. She was se-
lected as onc of the winners of the
{lodt design contest for school chil-
drep.
Her design was judged best for all
third-grade enteies In the state. She
{inlshed runner-up in the contest for
allgrade levels. Her ari teacher, Di-
ang- Russell, encouraged all of her
students to enter the contest.

As part of her prize, Adria was in-
vited to walk In this yeas's parade
next to the float designed by school
children. She was also able to visit
the"warchouse, which held many of
the floats before the parade.

The Mlichlgan Parade committee
presented o certiflcate to Adria
h|qhhghllng her achlevement.

® ‘creative production
Students at Bighmeadaw Common

Campus elementary school in Farm-
jngten Hills were busy last month,
wrapplng up their winter produc-
tlons and sharlng with others:

® third graders in a production
entlchment class presented the play
“The Tortolse and the Hare.” Stu-
dents put thelr new skills to work,
after they had learned how to act,
change thelr voices, make costumes
and other theatrleal sklils.

® the entlre school sponsored
Project Share to help the needy and
{focus student attention on the giving
and sharing aspect of the holidays.
Students worked wlith Nelghborhood
House, a referral clearinghouse for
those in need. Students participated
to galn a sensc of belonging for their
communlty and to help reinforce
Highmeadow's school theme for
1989-90: “Citizenship: Think Global-
ly, Act Locally.”

e Former Highmeadow Elemen-
tary student and author Barry
Rudner came to speax to students on
Dec. 15, sharlng his carcer and the
wriling process. Students at the phiot
school have been studying the wrlt.
Ing process throughout this schaol
year. Rudner s the author of “The
Littlest Tall Person.”

@ birthday club

The Birthday Club at Gll) Elemen-
tary continues (his year. When stu-
dents and parents donating a book to
the school library on a student’s
birthday, a nameplate is placed In
the book with the student’s name and

date of donatlon.

1f students wish, they can bring $3
and a nameplate and an already pur-
chased book will be dedlcated to that
student. These donations will be used
to further replenish the school li-
brary.

o Interact Club

The Rolary Club of Farmington
has set up an Interact Club at Harri-
son High School, an organtzation that
will spread the Rotary leadership
ideals at a schoo! level.

Carrie Dean s the newly clected
president of the club, which meets
regularly at the Farmington Hllls
school. She was clected to the post
by other members of the club, A
Charter Day meeting with the clubis
tentatively scheduled for Jan. 9.

© special trip

Dennls Place's flfth graders at
Gill Elementary School in Farming-
ton Hills studicd a special type of job
as part of a unit on careers,

On Dee, 12, Place took hls students
to visit a group home for develop-
mentally disabled adults, Chris
Compton of Community Living Cen-
ters first spoke to the class about so-
cial work as a “helping” carcer. She
then accompanied the class on thelr
ficld trip to the Freedom House
group home. Students were able to
see the many slmllarities between
thelr own family llves and those of
the resldents of Freedom House.

Fox takes

C4htinued from Pago 1
blgo the volers or to those outside
theeommunity.

by;the people, not the councll. I in-
tend to propose such a needed come
muaity measure.”

SEVER WAS equally pleased with
Fg‘n commitment lo continuing the
fight against drunk driving and the
illegal sale of alcohol to minors,
Sever's goal during hls mayoralty,

Fox also spoke of the need to “re-
visit” the city land usc master plan,

“It was never our intent when we
wrole the zoning ordinance to have
the lawns of over 90 percent of the

offlce buildings along Northwestern

"These controls must be Imposed -

over as Hi

{Highway), 12 Mile and Orchard
Liakc (roads} sproutlng ‘For Lease'
sions”

gns.

‘The cily's beauty is nlso of con-
cern to Fox In the year ahead.

Efforts must be made to maintatn
the natural beauty that has over the
years been destroyed with the ad-
vent of development and the accom.
panying maze of roads.
bo't;:roduy an [ncreasing density of

lls mayor

“We call it progress,” Fox said,
drawing a comparisen belween the
present and the past, “But In 1934
we never Jocked our doors, or if we
did, it was wilh a skeleton key, And
we weren't teaching our fourth
graders aboul drugs, elther,”

But the new mayor also spoke of
goals less tanglble, to be achieved in
great part by cooperalion from the
city councll and the communlty In
the city's “sense of

an
growth has caused too much of this
beauty to dlsappur." Foxsald, -

BOTH VAGNOZZI and Costick
lauded Fox’s determination to tackle
Issues often spoke of by residents,

.such as growth, density and preser-

Jvatlon of the city's natural beauty
and heritage,

place.” .

“Do we foster (his sense of come
munity? Do we underscore, as our
answer to the ‘glmme’ soclety, the
nobler notlon that each individual
owes something to this society, this
small sectlon of a wonderful globe
= our home and hearth — which has

glven us 80 much?” Fox sald.
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