By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

The new year started on a cordial
note for the Oakland County Board
of Commissioners, as Democrats and
Republicans put aside partlsan dif-
ferences during lts organlzational
meeting to re-elect leaders and con-
{irm committee appolntments,

But within mlnutes of re-electing
Roy Rewold of Rochester and Nancy
McConnell of Bloomficld HIlls as
chairperson and vice chalrperson,
respecetlvely, the two factlons were
agaln at cach other's throat.

The disputes were not vicious, But
they were spirited, with each party
claiming the dlfferences under-
scored the philosophlical dlfferences
of each parly.

Issues highlighting the partlsan
debate were:

@ Filllng the vacancy created by
the resignatlon of Anne M. Hobart of
Milford who resigned as commls-
sioner from the Fourth District (all
of White Lake Township and part of
Waterford Townshlp) to take a job
with the county's solld waste pro-

gram,
In a dispute that carrled over
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from last year, Republicans agatn
rejected a Democratic call for a spe-
clal election to fill the vacancy and
appolnted Donna R. Huntoon, who ls
resigning as a trustee in White Lake
Township and a member of the Oak-
land County Jury Commission 1o ac-
cept the posltion.

Republicans, Including Marilynn
E. Gosling of Bloomficld Hills, ar-
gued that appointlng a successor
would ellminate the need for an ex-
pensive special election — some-
thing that scems particularlly pru-
dent since residents will nominate
and clect a new commissloner later
this year,

Furthermore, “Donna  Huntoon
knows government, knows Oakland
County and knows her constituents,”
said Donn L. Wolf, Farmington Hills,
who supported her appointment.

Lawrence R. Pernick, D-South-
fleld, sald a special clectlon would
be perferrable because It would
more accurately reflect the will of
the resldents, “Let the people in the
Fourth District sclect thelr repre-
sentative,” he sald, “not members of

, the Republican caucus.”

Pernick also argued any appointee
would be the Incumbent in the up-
coming election, a deslgnation that
would work against any challenger,
Republlcan or Democrat,

@ Eliminating the board rule re-
quiring at Jeast one night mecting
tor commissioners each quarter.

mocrats unsuceessfully argued
meetlng at night — instead of the
usual time of 3:30 am. — provided
people wlith day jobs more opportu-

plty to address the board or at least
attend the mceeting to see county
government in action.

Republicans sald the board could
still meet at night If a majority of
commissioners thought it was advis-
able. But the night meetings were
not attracting blgger crowds, Repub-
licans said, and thus dld not justify
thelr reason for being.

“1 thought they (night meettngs}
were a good Idea at first,” sald Don-
ald E. Bishop, Rochester. “But very
few people were showing up. We got
better attendance during the day
than at night.”

® Eliminating thc Health an¢
Human Services Committee — one
of slx standing commiltees through
which the board does much of its
work. Republicans wanted to
streamline government by distribut-
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the per-meeting salary would be
about $275 each.

Democrats, outnumbered by Re-
publicans 19 to 6, could da little
more than raise what they consld-
ered to be philosophlical issues. Re-
publicans dldn’t see it that way.

“It was a atkative meeting,” satd
Bishop. “But there was very little
substance and a lot of posturing.”

Republicans, for example, palnied
out that on at least one occassion, in
1971, Democrats appointed one of
their own (o a vacancy rather than
calling a speclal election. Where was
the principle of letting the voters
speak then, Republlcans asked.

The sometlmes heated discussion
had one measurable affect, however:
A routine mecting cxpected to last
60 minutes took more than three
hours.

Ing the workload of that

F aside,
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oard starts year with organizational meeting

The followlng are the new com-
mittee assignments: .

® Flnance Commlttee: G, Wil-
lam Caddell, R-Walled Lake,
chalrperson; Gosling, vice chairper-
son; Hubert Price Jr., D-Pontiac, mi-
nority vice chalrperson; Donald ‘W,
Jensen, R-Birmingham; Blshop; Jehn
E. Olson, R-Huntinglon Woods: Mark
W. Chester, R-Troy; John G. Pappa.
george, R-Troy: Pernick and James
D. Ferrens, D-Pentiac.

® General Government: Richard
G. Skarritt, R-Milford, chairperson:
Jensen, vlce chairperson; Aaran, mi-
norlty chalrperson; Thomas A. Law,
R-West Bloomficld; Bishop, Woll:
Huntoon and Ruel E. McPherson, D-
Haze] Park. .

® Personnel: John P. Calandro,
R-Novi, chalrperson; Law, vice
chairperson; Lilllan Jaffe Oaks, D-'

- which [nclude matters
to the probate court, Children’s Vil-
lage, Community Mental Health and
publlc health concerns such as AIDs
— to the Publlc Services and Gener-
al Government commlttees.

Democrats argued having one less
commltiee would cut down on the
amoun! of deliberatlon and scrutlny
cach Issue would receive, It would
also mean fewer meetings, they said,
something they felt was not warrant-
ed in view of their annval salary of
about $20,000.

With one less committee, sald
Dennts M. Aaron, D-Oak Park, the
average commissloner would attend
about 72 meelings per year, bring

Dy and unani-
mously supported Rewold and
McConnell who will be serving their
fourth consccutive one-year terms
as chairperson and vice chalrperson,
respectively.

Rewold was vlllage president in
Rochester before It became a city in
1969 and served as a city councll-
man and mayor. "We've gat a Jot of
hard work ahead of us,” he predicted
for 1990.

McConnell has been a GOP activ-
ist for mare than three decades and
has served on the Republican State
Committee. “This should be the year
we wrap up the county's ($470 mll-
lion) solid waste program,"” she safd
when asked about the coming year,

minority vice chairper-
son; Gosling; Susan G, Kuhn, R-Claw:
son; Davld L, Mottitt, R-Farmington
Hills; Wolf; Aaron and Price.

@ Planning and Building: Larry
Crake, R-Pontlac, chalrperson; Ches-
ter, vice chalrperson; Ferrens, mi-
norlty vice chairperson; Susan Kuhn;
McConnell; Ruth Johnson, R-Holly;
Michaet D, McCulloch, R-Royal Oak;_
Qaks and A. Madeline Luxon, D-
Ferndale.

® Public Services: Richard D
Kuhn Jr.. R-Drayton Plains,
chalrperson: Johnson, vice chairper-:
son; McPherson, minorlty chairper-
son; Moffitt; McCulloch; Pappa*
george; Huntoon and Luxon. .
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