ntertai

Ethe! Simmons edaot/644-1100

Ahe Eccentric Newspapers

Thursday, January 11, 1960 OGE

(7.Ro,5,F-7DXONID

By Ethel Simmens
stalt writer

Ron Richardson, star of the Ger-
shwin musical "Oh, Kay!" at the
Birmingham Theatre, is clearly a
man who is happy with himself.
And no wonder.

Everything has been going his
way eareerwise, Including a recent
trip to Japan, where he performed
~ In Japanese yet — his Tony-
award-winning role of Jim, the
runaway stave in "Blg River." Af-
ter Broadway and a natlonal tour
in that musical (based upon “The
Adventures of Huckieberry Finn™),
Richardson was invited by Japa.
nese producers to perform in their
country.

I secluded mysell in Sag Har-
bor, Lang Island for three manths,”
he said. He had already taken Jap-
anese classes before he and his
coach settled down to Intensive
work for him to learn the language.

Arriving for his interview at the
Blriningham Theatre, the tall actor
cut quite a figure dressed all In
black, including bls Russian-style
fur hat. He had visited Leningrad,
Riga and Moscow on a cancert tour
in 1986 and recently did a tour of
the Baltic States, presenting “Con-
certs for the Earth.”

The self-assured performer
laughed heartily and regularly, as
he spoke In his deep veice about
trips behind the Iron Curtaln and
ather high points of his renewed ca-
reer. Richardson explained that he
was successful, appearing in
Broadway shows and nightclub
acts unti) he hit age 30. Then, “1 hit
a dry spell.”

When his Juck turned, It was phe-
nomenal. “I went from unem-
ployed to a Tony award in 90
days,” he satd. “Big River” opened
to rave reviews, “Thirty-five days
fater 1 got the Drama Desk Award
as hest actor in a musieal,” and the
Tony award as best featured actor
followed,

Including Broadway, the natlon-
al tour and Japan, Richardson has
done approximately 580 perfor-
mances of “Big River."

‘We start rehearsals in August for ‘Oh,
Kay?!’ in Toronto, to kick off the
national tour for Broadway. We hope to
open on Broadway in the spring of '91.°

— Aon Richardson

Last May, he produced hls own
show, “Songs in the Key of Stevie,”
doing songs of Stevie Wonder at the
Village Gate in New York. This
July, he wlill take the musical re-
vue to Tokyo for three weeks.

Televlslon viewers also may rec-
ognize Richardson who played two
speclal parts - one on the comedy
series “227," as a minlster in a re-
currlng role, and the other a 12-
week stint on the soap opera "One
Life to Live.” Of the latier role, he
said, “I played o good guy."

llc enjoyed appearing on the
daytime soap but sald, “It was very
difficult.”* Parts have been be
learned so fast. You only get the
seript the night belore.

Richardson was anxlous to talk
about his current role in "Oh, Kay!"
‘The scene of the musical comedy
classie has been re-sct In Harlem,
and he plays a wealthy Harlem
playboy named Jimmy Winter, (He
can't seem to get away {rom Jim,
Jlmmy, and his next role will prob-
ably be a character named James,
he predicts.}

For “Oh, Kay!” Rlchardson’s
name Is above the title on the mar-
quee, for the flrst time. Hls name
also was above the title when he
dld the play “Paul Robeson” at the
Kennedy Center, but he doesa't
count that because it was a one.
man show.

“It's wonderful to have your
name above the title, but I'm also
humbled Dy " be said,

This Is the actor’s {¢ ..*h trip to
metropolitan Detroit. Theutergoers
saw him at the Fisher Theatre as
Sportin® Life In “"Porgy and Bess™
and with Eartha Klit and Melba
Moare in "Timbuktu,” as well as at

the Masonle Temple in “Big Riv-
err

Before coming to the Birming-
ham Theatre, the current revival
of “Oh, Kay!" was presented at the
Goodspeed Opera House in East
Ilnddn'm Conn. Richardson said,

We start rehearsals in August for
Oh Kay! in Toronto, to kick off
1he national tour for Broadway. We
hope te open on Broadway in the
spring of '91.”

Originaliy written for a white
cast, the musical set in the 1920s
bootieggers' era has been reinvigo-
rated by moving the scene to Har-
lern and a black cast. It docs show
the many soclal strata In Harlem
during Prohlbition,” Rlcha:
said, pointing out there were two
cultures in New York. “The transi-
tion was very simple, This show is
not Just dipped in chocolate. It
takes on a real ambiance,”

He contlnued, "Rt's a look at
black culture that we as Amerlcans
don’t often get a chance to sce.”

Richardsen sald this s his first
time on a professional stage to
dance and to do comedy. "I love
firsts, 1 love a challenge.” He Is
thrilled by the opportunity to sing
the Gershwin songs. “The reprise 1
sing of 'Somcone to Watch Over
Me' 1s one of the most diffleult
pleces of music ta do.” It's tough, In
part, because it’s “a quite, simple
nelody” rathar than 2 bolsterous
one.

He praised his fellow cast mem-
bers. “It's such a brilliant compa-
ny," Richardson sald. He also said,
“The star of this show is the ensem-
ble. It has some of the most excit.
ing and exhilarating dancing I bave
seen on stage for a long time. The
casting is perfect.”

Ron Richardson whoops it up outside the Bir-
mingham Theotre, where he heads the cast
and his name is above the title for the first
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time, in the newest revival of the Gershwin mu-
sical “Oh, Kayl” The show’s Prohibition-era
setling has been moved lo Harlem,

upcoming
things fo do

© Children's concert

Kim & Jerry Brodey will perform
on their “Out of This World” family
concert tour at 1 p.m. Sunday, Jan.
14, at Echo Park Schoo) In Bloom-
fleld Township, Tickels are $12.50
for adults or for chitdren, For more
Information call 851-1866.

© Garden music
Just Friends, a folk group com-

posed of four women, wlll perform a

wlde variety of styles from old time

and celll: la ragtlme and blues at
[+

{7,

@ Drama-comedy

ts-In-the-Garden
series Snnd:ly,Jan 14, at Prudentlal
‘Town Center, Tickets are $5 for con-
cert and continental breakfast and
$3.50 for coffec and concert. Conti-
nental breakfast ks at 10 a.m. and the
concert begins at 10:30 a.m. For res-
ervations and Informaticn call 354-

Bir Village Players pre-
sents "The Trip to Bountiful,” a dra-
ma-comedy deallng with a deter-
mined woman'’s declslon to returs to
her childhood home, Bountiful.
Showtimes are Friday-Sunday, Jan,
26-28 and Feb. 244, Curtaln time is
8:30 p.m. Jan. 28 Is a matince at 2

pm; Feb. 4 is a brunch/matinee
starting at 12:30 p.m. Tickets are
avallable at the door, but reserva.
tlons are recommended. Adult tick-
cts are $8; student tickets are $6.
Brunch/matinee tickets are $15.
Reservations may be made by call-
ing 644-2075 anytime.

© Winterfest circus
In conjunction with its annual

“Winterfest celebration, South-
tield’s Parks and Recreatlon Depart-
ment witl present the “Southfleld
Winterfest Circus Spectacular™ at
7:30 p.am. Friday, Jan. 26, at the
Southficld Civic Center Pavilion.
The circus features international
stars, including three-time natiopal
champlon trampoline artlst Tim
Kapp, and Yves Milord, former
world games trampoline champlon

and international comedian frarnz
Montreal, Canada. Tickes for 2dults.
are $10 (reserved seating) acd 28;
{general admlssion). Tickets for chil- -
dren are $6 and tickets for scnlors,

(65 and over) are $8. Tickets nrc.::
available by calling the Mary X

‘Thompson Cultural Resource Ccnl!:r :

at 354-4717.
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Take a

SUNDAY BREAK
and dine by a
crackling fire,..
CAFETERIA STYLE!

and memorable one,

Featuring a variety of A La Carte
breakfast, lunch and dinner selections,
11 a.m.-8 p.m,

Our wide varlety and warm surroundings
will surely make your experience a warm

Upen Daily 11:00 a.m. + 5:00 p.
G413 S. Adams ¢ Blrmingham « 644 1042

When Friend fell,
he ra//ed for Help,

At lost Help came,
and Help knew what to do.
In times of emergency,
are you Helpf If not, leorn
Red Cross First Aid

where you work -
or call your locol chapter.

e
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Red Cromy

JANES HAS !
TASTE
And TASTE has Janes---
Read him every Monday

v

{will you be
in the year .
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Lodohrating the
CChinese New Year on
‘oh. lth at the
‘Mon Jin Lau!

Mon Jm Lau
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FEATU RING...

1. A two-room suite. Privato
bedroom for Mom and
Dad. Soparate lving room
with sofa bed for kids.

2.Free, cooked-to-order
broaktas! every morning,

3.A complimontary man-
ager's racoption «nighily.

4.Two Tvs, threo tele-
phonos and wet bar with
refrigarator,

5. Indoor pool sauna and
oxorcise room,

EMBASSY
SUITES

HOTELS
OETROIT-SOUTHFIELD .
28100 Frankiin Rd.
(313) 350-2000

WEEKEND STARTING AT $69*

lestaurant & Lounge
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