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The Ink wasn't dry on Gov.
rdames Blanchard's State of the
iSlate message when sharp debate
tbreke ont over bis proposal to cap
-homeowners® schoal property as-
s

sments.

*Any parcel” — nat just single-
nily houses — sheuld be protect-
sald Sen Doug Cruce, R-Troy.
.Cruce on Wednesday introduced a
“resolution to amend the Michigan
(urmnuuuu 1o cap state equalized
cvalu al the rate of
cnnsuuwr price inflatton,

"It would cost more money™

“inelude camereial, industrial, ng»
ricultura) and mining peoperty, ob-
“eeted state ¢ irer Robert Bow-
man. Democrit Blanchard's eco-
nomic  gnea told  reporters  the
administration’s proposal started
»Lun homeowners, who are feeling
the L "

uunin pmpvny values.
" ton, ~ Oakland,

Macomb
western Wayne countics have
it SEV increases on

n ments, 1o, if there were

loophole  closings™ won  business
tuxes He dide't elaborate, bt in
the past he has called fur taxes on
banks, thrifts, insurers and com-
siter software.

The treasurer sald that i Blane-
hard's SEV cap had been in place
for homeuvwaers for the past four
years, 3t would have cost the treas-
ury $150 million.

Bowman said ft hasn't heen de-
cided whether to 1) reimburse
homeawners for excess taxes due
to inflated or 2) re-

Blanchard: Cap
home taxes only

the total SEV of a city or township,
nel 1o [ndividual classes of proper-
ty. Suburban houslng has soared In
value since the 1983 economlc re-
covery, bul farm property has ac-
tually fallen In value.

BLANCIIARD WILL contlnue to
tie state school funding to quality
and cosi-contalnment cfforts, ac-
cording to his cighth message as
governar, Items:

® A college would get none of
the new $500 milllon in bond mon-
cy for construction unless it agreed
to contaln tultlon rates. Blanchard
has jawboned universitles over
their double-digit tuition Increases
during a period of 5 percent con-
sumer price inflation, but this is hls
first effort to put monetary muscle
behind it

® He will seck another $5 mil-
lion in “achicvemcent incentlves”
for schools (hat improve test
scores, but he wants to add to the
list of reasons for glving such
grants — improved attendance, re-
duced dropout rates and criterja
set by schools themselves,

+ Quistandlng community col-
lege instructors would be cligible
for the same kind of “'teaching ex-
cellence™ awards as university pro-
{essors.

& Beginning next fall, schools
will forfeit part of their state ajd
unless they offer an “outcome-
based core curriculum,” to be set
in May by the State Board of Edu-
catlon.

Don Bemis, state superintendent
of public instruction, put a "num-
ber one” priority on Blanchard's
plan to raise the minlmum schoot
dropout age to 18 from 16, where It
has been since 1944. The State
Board of Educatlon supports legis-
lative bills to lift dropouts® drivers
licenses, but Blanchard does not.

duee local tax bills and relinburse
school districts for the lost reve-
nie.
Counties, cities, townships, vil-
lages and park agencies recelving
progierty taxes apparently wouldn't
be rdmhurwl for their revenue
tae

The 1978 Headlee tax limitatlan
Lamendment has faited proteet the
Jwmeewner, Cruee and Bowman
1ﬂnml fteason Headlee applies to

asked for a new
“'north metro™ State Pollce post In
southern Ozkland County, near 1-
696 and 1-75, and a new norihern
Oakland post near Clarkston. Pur-
se: 10 cover all metro freeways
in the hunt for drug traffickers.
Director Ritchie Davis said the
Pontiac post would be closed, and
the Northville post would be
moved, aithough the Northville fa-
cility would remaln as a district
headquarters and crime lab.

Senators doubt

dropout

Suburban state senators doubt
Gov. James Rlanchard’s plan to

raise the mintmum school dropout
age to 14 will do any goed,

And  Republirans are cool 1o
Democrat Blanchard’s proposal to

cip humeowners’ properly assess-
menis — but not business”,

“We need to have children in
school who want 1o be in school,”
said Sen. Jack Faxen, D-Farming-
ton Hills. r\lll‘nll'lnl‘e Is no reward
for succes

“Mandatory attendance is more
rather than

plan

acknowledgment of failure” In pub-
lic schools. “I'm not sure it's a solu-
tion. The solution Is the care given
in the early years and, beyond that,
the carc at home."

STATE DEMOCRATIC Party
chale F. Thomas Lewand pralsed
Blanchard for “rencwing his em-
phasis on quality in education.”

Lewand said ralsing the dropeut
age could be “helpful where it's a
critical problem. Most people In
Qakland County would weleome lt.
But 1ot In too many communities ls
It an lssue,” said the Bloomfield
Townshlp lawyer.

Lewand sald Blanchard's empha-

hicvement,

“AN INTERESTING concept,”
said Sen. Richard Fesster, R-Com-
merce, who then raised a long list
of questions about how ralsing the
current nge 16 dropout law {o 18
would work.

“Why are they dropping out of
school, period? How are we going

. to retain them? What enforcement
-miechanist? It's a motivatlonal is-
sue.

“1 DON'T believe It will work,"
said Sen, Daug Cruce, R-Troy.

hat happens if we tell them
“it's against the law to drop out’
and they drop out? Do we fine
them? Put them in jail?

“We force them into a classroom
and create disclplinary problems
for teachers who already have dis-
ciplinary problems. IU's not very
waorkable,” sald Cruce, who sald in-
centives such as voeatlonal train-
ing are needed.

Sen, Rudy Nichols. R- \ancrlord.
sald the Blanchard proposal Is “an

sls on E s of great impor-
tance In Qakland, where a $1 bll-
lion solld waste program Is in the
carly bullding stage.

Lewand was alone in praising
Hlanchard's proposal to cap home-
owners' property asscssments at
the consumer price index (CPI)
rate of inflation.

“Homeowners feel the brunt the
most, Many are on fixed incomes,”
sald bewand citing retirces as one
such gro

chulﬂlca'u blistered the plan
for Ignoring business' assessments.

Nichols, chair of (he Senate Judi-
clary Committee and an announced
candldate for efrcult judge, saw a
constitutional problem with “une-
qual treatment™ for different class-
¢s of property.

“I've tried to work on the prob-
tem (rising assessments) in a bipar-
tlsan way, but I ran into this at.
tempt to exclude business.”

FESSLER SAID Blanchard was

stealing his idea of capping assess-
ments.

Fessler says both sides
are borrowing his ideas

Ben. Richard Fessler's safety
{dén has wound up in his leader’s
speech. Sematc majority leader
John Engler, in a Republican state
of:the state message, borrowed a
plzn Fesster had been working on.

Snld Engler - “We propose the
creation of an offlee of inspector
gencral under the Jurisdiction of
the State Transportation Commis.
slon.”

The Inspccmr gencral'l job
would be ! lines,

as sale as possible,” Engler sald
Tuesday.

Fessier, RCommerce, sald he has
been working on the ldca as chalr
of the Senate Transportatlon Com-
mittee. Rall safety, in particular,
became an [ssue after 1999's CSX
train wrecks In Highland Township
and rural Saginaw County.

Twice In one week leer sald
he found his ideas in others'
specches, Gov. James Blanchard is
advocating capping pmperlyu ui
rate o

bridges, airports and nmcr trans-
portation facllities to make them

consumer inflation (see related sto-
3.
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State drug czar prods MSU
to offer alcohol-free rooms

By Janice Brunson
stalf writer

Desplite a crackdawn on campus
drinking, Michigan State University
offictals have yet to follow pre-
cedent set by many state colleges
and provide housing options for stu-
dents interested in a school living en-
vironment free of alcohol and other
substance abuse.

‘The issue was the topic of a Dee.
13 letter by Michigan's drug czar
Donald Reislg to MSU president
Jahn DiBiagglo.

have been working

An Oakland-County based ad-hoc
comnmittee of concerned parents and
olhers have waorked for two years
with U.S. District Judge Bernard
Friedman of West Bloomficld and
l(cp D.n'lu Haonigman, 3

pushing for
that requires alcohol and drug-free
housing options for students attend-
ing Michigan unjversities and col-
leges,

Many schools, including the Uni-
versity of Michigan and Qukland
University, have voluntarily com-
plied by}nclud\l;!sg options on huns!zg

with a group very intcrcs(ed in drug-
free college dormitory rooms,”
wrote Reisig, director of the state's
Oliice of Drug Agencies.

“{ note that according to their
analysis, MSU bad chosen not to im-
plement a drug-free living enviren-
ment program. I would urge your
ccnsiderallon of the adoption of such
a palle;

b pp o
not contaln the option. This fall,
more than 1,500 students at U-M, OU
and Eastern Michigan requested a
roommate who docs not use aleehol.

“WE ARE NOT ADVERSE to
such a program, nor have we ruled it
out,” satd MSU vice president Moses
Turner.

"We believe all of our (residence)

halls, not just one, net just one floor,
should be drog free. We are trying to
find creative ways to deal with the
problem, working by and thraugh the
students for a {ree environment, a
protective environment, for atl.

“We are trying to spproach the Is-
sue approgpriately, assuring we can
muoniter it and implement it in a way
that it has some chance of success,
both initially and long term, which
means  student  support,”  Turaer
said.

He also said Relsig's letter “is not
u fair characlerization of our posi-
tion. We have stepped up enforce-
ment of alcohol and other drug viola-
tions considerably this year. Our
programs are significant. We're not
sitting here dillying and dalying,
with our hands behind our back. The
state can be proud of what we are
doing."

In addition 10 expanded on-cam-
pus counseling and treatment for
substance abuse and new cducation-

al programns, Turner said campus
Sice and residency staff have “ag
grussively” implemented MSU rule
regarding the use of alcoho! an.
drugs. All illegal substances are au
tomatically banned from campus, &
is drinking or possession of liquor 1

underage students.
Bused on a Jan. 8 article in th
school's  newspaper, The  Star

News, the aumber of arrests ma«

on campus for driving under the it

fluence nearly doubled from Octab -
1988 to Qctober 1989

REISIG INTENDS TO PURSU!
the matter.

“Other schools are doing it and I™
keep up the pressure until MSU
docs," he said, adding it is “far-
tions™ to think school rules regardin-
Tiquur and drugs are ol abuse d.
was facetious in my day and »
mare so taday.”

Honigman also intends to pursi
the matter.
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