Dividend: Area firms ‘get’ from

By Janlco Brunson
statt writer

The splrit of good will recently
forged between 22 Realtors in a
Bloomficld 1ills office and an im-
poverished Oakland County family
of six Is likely to mature as gift gly-
Ing continues through the new year.

“It's going to be discussed at a
regular sales meetlng, how we feel
about remembering their birthdays
and other evenis through the year,"
said Pat Whitledge of Max Broock
Realtors, who coordinated cfforts of
the Bloomlicld Hills staff in provid-
ing food and Christmas gifts for a
Ponttac mother of two and her three
young grandehildren,

Whitledge purchased clothing and
jewelry for the mother and her two
1een daughters. She purchased cloth-
ing and toys for the grandchlldren,
the youngsiers of the eldest teen
daughter. The family also reccived
$100 in food,

The money, some $150, was con-
tributed by the agents in the Hills
office. The sum was matched by
Buwen Broock who also owns realty
firms in three other communitles, in-
cluding  Birmingham and West
Bloomlield.

Broock, who credits the original
idea of holiday gift giving to employ-
ce Barbara Aussem, promised o
match funds rased in each of the of-
ice:
“THE CAMARADERIE was so
great. We made Christmas for a
family that wasn't going to have onc.
That feels real good,” Whitledge said
of the group project.

The {family, referred by the
Baldwin Avenue Human Scrvices
Center in Pontiac, was onc of 130 to
participate in the center’s annual
Adopt A Family program in which
the needy are supplied durlng the
holidays with glfts and food.

“This was onc of the most Joyful
Christmases we've had. We had so
many peopie who were helped and
we had a whole community of people
helping.” said Alice Halrston, direc-
tor of the Baldwin Avenue shelter.
Baldwin Avenue also malntains a
soup kitchen, medical and furniture
centers and a clothes closet.

On Christmas day, 185 meals were
served in the center's soup kitchen
by 37 volunieers and staffcrs, ac-
cording to Halrsten,

In addition, arca churches like
Orchard Lake Community Presbyte-
rian, United Methodist of Bevetly
Hills and St. Andrews Cathollc in Ro-
chester losted holiday parties for
youth who recelved gifts and tur-
keys.

‘This is the sixth year Diane Lucey
of Rochuster has participated In the
St. Andrews Giving Tree project,
wrapping, sorting and coding nearly
2,000 gifts and 37 baskets of food
that were distributed to seven socizl
agencies, Including Baldwin,

“It’s a very large project,” Lucey

said.
There are also many individual ef-

urts.

PAT HARRIS, a college student
from Farminglon Hills who interns
for Kelly & Co. In Southfield, has
been colleeting food and clothes for
Baldwin Avenue since hearing a ra-
din appeat during Christmas holl-
daysa year ago.

Awmong his holiday deliveries this
year —~ a seven-foot submarine
sandwich contrlbuted by a Kelly &
Co. producer in cclcbratlon of the
birth of her new chlld and a turkey
from a waiter at E.G. Nlck's In West
Bloomficld who had received the

Stay with
recycling
says DNR

AP Michigan communlties
should concentrate en recycling and
delay bullding trash tnclnerators un.
tll technology impraves, the director
of the state Department of Natural
Resources says.

The earliest inclncrators in the
state were developed before envi-
ronmental problems were ad-
dressed, Including production of po-
tentially hazardous ash and smokes-
tack cmissions, DNR Director David
Hales said.

“The technology docs not produce
the kind of results we thought we
would get,” Hales sald Friday. “It's
not just the ash problem, I have
great concerns about the Detroit in-
clnerator, concerns about toxle ma-
terlal coming out of the stack.”

He sald the state won'l make any
major Investment In Incincrators un-
111 technology for clean and efficient
operation improves.

“Qur investment now should go lﬂ

yeling rather than

Hales sald.
DNR offictals had encouraged de-
of Jackson's
which opened In 1987 at a cost of $28

mitlion, Munleipal inclnerators have
* since opened In Grand Rapids and
Detroit,

A year after It opened, however,
Jackson County’s incincrator was
closed for 10 months because of
DNR regulatory probtems, Although
trash-dumpling fees charged by Whe
county more than (ripled, the ineln-
:ﬂ‘n’lor has a $3 million operational

ebt.

frozen bird as a heliday bonus from
the restaurant’s owners.

“It's usuatly older peaple who vel-
unteer. Over 30, at leasy. I never see
people my age, which Is weird. You'd
think younger people would have
moere {ree tlme," sald Harris, who
altempts to spend part of cach Tues-
day at the center.

Bob and Gerl Brand of Birming-
ham, who own Eaton Nurscry in
West Bloom!leld, also started volun-
teclng at Baldwin a year ago by
serving Christmas dinner 1988,

‘The Brands draw on such business
resources as company (rucks and

‘The camaraderie was so great. We
made Christmas for a family that
wasn’t going to have one. That feels

real good.”

— Pat Whitledge
Max Broock Realtors

others to volunteer

10 gather
furniture and to dis-
In additlon,

paid emp
of clothing and
tribute food baskets,

1hey
atthe center.

“On Christmas day (1989), we
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must have had 10 or 12 friends serv-
ing dianer with us,” Bob Brand sald.
Another friend supplied 25 turkeys
for the dinner. After joining a non-
denominational church in Birming-
ham earlicr thls year, the Brands
convineed church members to “fun-
nul energies into Baldwin as their
charitable endeavor.™

“I CAN'T IMAGINE another oper-
ation as responsive to the needs of
people. The minute you walk in the
door, you see what good \hey do,"
Brand said.

Volunleers, according to Baldwin

holiday giving

staffer Winkie Coventry, are “esscn-
tial” if the center is to continue its
present rate of assistance.

Based on 1989 figures, staff and
volunteers  served over 100,000
meals, including 500 turkey dinners
the day before Thanksgiving. Anoth-
er 650 individuals were provided
emergency shelter and food.

“This is not just holiday work,”
Coventry sald. “Hunger and home-
tessness doesn't go away when you
throw out the Christmas tree.”

For more information about
Baldiein Center or to volunteer,
call 335-7456,
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Sherrill Upholstery Showroom
Buyout ¢ 40% Off Every Item!

Scoll Shuptrine has made an extraordinary purchase of Sherrill Upholstery's
entire High Point, North Carolina showroon... Over 300 individual pieces from
Sherill's 50 designer room setlings...
L Ehe newest fabeies, the latest sty les, sHoneties and s
the coordinated Taghlan Jook of unlque Fabric o
ey s flnely eraftee using only »
for lasting firmness and comfort.

Weve distelbuted these exceptional insout ltems 1o three Seoll Shuptrine stores, Becal
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haneltled coll spris

of-akind natuee of this merchandise, we must Inslie sow 1o shop esery store (o discover the prerfect plece R

Lo spark sour decorating ldeas, M
YOU'LL, FIND CHOOSE FROM UPHOLSIERED IN ADDITION,

SOIAS MANY SIVLES IN NUMEROUS Wi LOWERED

S CONTEMPORARY FABRICS PRICES ON :

TRADITIONAL STRIPES, DAM SPECIAL ORDERS :

SLEE? S0 18" CENTURY JACOUARDS, WOV BY 304 .

CHAISE LOUNGE TRANSITIONAL ‘ R VEIVETS, This sale is not B
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18850 Mack Avenue
Grosse Polate Farms
Just south of Moruss
886-5200

Open dally 9:30-5:30 « Open evenlngs ‘U9 Monds

Thursday & Friday ¢ Use your V
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e confizurations, These oneof<
me appllcation pul together by Sherrill
soned and kin-dricd tardwood franies and cight-
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Roe Furtitune Sinee 1927

s, Mastercand, Discover Cand or Sooll's

OPEN SUNDAY NOON-5:30

Rewolving Charge

{ .
12200 Hall Road .
Sterling Heights

between Van Dyke & lakestde Mall -~

739:5100

4110 "Ielegraph Road
Bloomfield Hllls
Just sonth of Long Lake Road
642-0070

Thomasville Gallery: Store*
19435 Mack - Avenilé
Grosse Polnte Woods'

lust north of Moross
‘881-9390 + i~ -
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