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‘1 predict. . .’

Ah, the last 10 ycars before the 215t century, Yep, the 1990s have arrived

and prognosticators are plugging Into the future to predict what wil
shape the last decade of the 20th century. Wondering if you'll have Prod

y or be a part of the Sandwich Generation? Find out in Street Scenc's

Y
fook at the 1990s on Page 6D,
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By Larry O°Connor
staff writor

At face value, the Volebeats
are something of an oddity In the
rock-and-roll arena. Many groups
try to be different; the Volebeats
justare,

Onc guy holds a stand-up bass,
a woman plays the (lddle and an-
other manipulates a slide guitar.
No mousse In the halr, no calls for

- dance [floor actlon. Just a guy

 with an acoustlc gultar crooning

Ln camplire style in front of his
and.

1t that doesn’t freeze the aver-
: age (meaning cynlcal) reck-and-
- roll patron), the sound whil, The
* Valcbeats play a smoky brand of
: musie hauntingly famlllar to the
« country siyllngs of the '50s and
© '60s,

: Yet, the Volebeats do it In a
. way that {s nelther patronlzing
« nor mocking.

A country revivalist band? No.
* A rockabllly group perhaps? Not
- quite. A cow punk outfit? No way.

In the spatllght, tcad singer
. Jeff Oakes sometimes looks as
- puzzled as the audlence he plays
. on this night at Lill's 21,

The musle that comes through

It’s the Volebeats

kis guitar appears to take Oakes
and the rest of his mates back a
bit. The Volcbeats are, If any-
thing, a story about discavery.

“MOST OF the stuff (instru-
ments) we started off with were
broken and we ended up repalring
a lot of it,” said Jeff Oakes, be-
fore the band takes the stage at
LlII's. “By using those beat-up in-
struments, It glves the stuff a dlf-
ferent sound In itself.”

“We started with these real
cheap acoustic guitars you
couldn’t play boyond the thlrd
fret," added gultarist Matthew
Smith, who along with Oakes
writes a good portion of the
songs.

The Volebeats, though, are
about chemlstry. Several natural
camps or divislons exist In the
band, depending on how one locks

atlt

Flrst, there are brothers Jeff
Qakes and Brian Ookes. Then
there are the refugee rockers —
drummer Mlke Murphy and gul.
tarist Mark Niemenskl, who have
performed with such reck-and-
roll outflts as the Frames and
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Jett Oakes of the Volebeats croons a countrified tune while Rebecca Kaplan tiddles around in the background.

Rebecca Kaplan is a classically trained violinist, whose jolning

the Volebeats has further

d the group's pursult of a

Pleaso turn to Page 6

backwoods beat.

R.U. Syrius

Karlos Barney
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Staying in London

When it comes to visitng London
during the winter, or any scason for
that matter, you can choose your ac-
commodation style, with the BTA llt-
crature as a guide, You can reserve
before leaving home, but there are
plenty of rooms in winter, s0 you can
wait until you arrive In London, if
your prefer,

Most flights arrive in London car-
1y In the morning, so you can find
lodging thraugh the British Travel
Center, a scrvice of the Britlsh Tour-
ist Authority, In the heart of London,

The center Is at 12 Regent St, a
two-minute walk from tho Piccadlily
Circus subway stop, It's a good place
to change money, arrange accommo.
dations, reserve tours, theater tick-
cls and transportation. Open week-
days ® am.-8 p.m., Saturday and
Sunday 10 a.m.4 pm,

My cholce was bed.-and-breakfast
in a private home, where I would
meet local people and where I felt
that my cameras would be safer
than In a hotel room. Mrs, Clasper's
townhouse was In suburban Eallng,
20 miles h and a 30-minute

Brilllant but twistad, Papa vows never again to be
the victim of a marionette revolt.

subway ride from Plccadilly.
I arranged it through London
Home-to-Home, one of several bed-

ey e -

and-breakfast agencles listed by
BTA. The homes they represent are
all in the Western suburbs, charge
$29 single or $48 double and provide
a full breakfast.

Tf this is not your cup of tea, or if
you would prefer to be closer to the
action In downtown London, then
choose a BTA-Inspected budget ho-
tel. Most have only 10 to 50 rooms
and are within three miles of the
heart of the city. Slngles range {rom
$32 to $48, doubles from $50 to 388
per night, depending on whether you
share a bath or have one in your
room,

Most of these small hotels include
clther a continental or full breakfast
in thelr room rates. Some of them,
like the Elizabeth Holel and the Ec-
clesione Chambers (both close to
Victorla Statlon) are also llsted in
the very rellable guide book,
“Passport to Europe's Small Hotels
and Inns," by Beverly Beyers.

Even If you reserve ahead, you
ghould examine the hotel and your
room before slgning the register. If
1t's not what you want, try another
one.

— Micky Jones

A man’s way

to see

sights

of royal city

By Micky Jonos
special writar

(Last of tie parts)

You are in London, England, with
the return half of a low-priced air
ticket in your pocket, a Visitor Tra-
veleard that covers your London
transportation, and either a rescrva-
tion or a list of the budget hotels and
bed-and-breakfast homes for your
selection.

Our budget allowed $800-$900 for
a week, including about $400 for alr
fare, $30 to $40 a night for accom-
modations and breakfast, $5 for a
light lunck, $12 for dinner and a
glass of wine, and about $25 a day
for and enter

Museum, the Museumn of London and
the Victoria and Albert Museum,
where a §3 donation [s suggested.

IT COSTS nothing to go inte the
main church portion of Westminster
Abbey, but there is a $3.25 charge to
tour the seven magnificent chapels
(no photography permitted.} In the
clolsters at one side of the nave, a
large room contains brass plates
from which you can make your own
ruhbings. There is a charge of about
$4.75 for the paper, tape and golden
wax required to make a 12-by-24-
inch rubbing. Larger sizes are avait-
able as are finlshed rubbings, if you
don’t want to make your own.

One of the most Interesting newer
is the Museum of the Mov-

If you didn't bring the literature
you received from the Britlsh Tour
ist Authority's Chicago office, plan
to pick some up at the British Travel
Center, 12 Regent St., near Piccadil-
Jy Circus, where you can also re-
serve accommodations.

You'll appreciate the airport's
{ree baggage carts as you wind your
way from baggage pickup and cus-
toms to the Bureaw de Change,
where you convert U.S. dollars into
English pounds and on to exchange
your Visitor Traveleard voucher for
the magnetic-striped card that will
allow you to ride on any subway or
bus system In the city.

The vaucher can only be bought
from a travel agent in the U.S, bt
you will start using the card when
you board the underground traln 1n
the basement of the alrpert terminal
for the 40-minute ride to central
Tondon on the Plecadiity Hne,

A QUICK and casy way for the
tirst-time visltor to get an overall
view of central London is by bus on
the Original London Transport Sight-
seeing Tour. It leaves from variocus
pickup polnts every 30 minutes and
is probably worth making a $9.75
dent In your budget for the 1%-hour
tour.

You can also joln other tourists on
vartous guided walking tours, cover-
ing such specialized topics as Ghosts,
Ghouls apd Haunted Taverns, The
Haunts of Sherlock Holmes, Ancient
Inns and Taverns and the Trall of
Jack the Ripper. Tour fces range
from $4.50 10 $5.50, or you can plck
up a free walking tour guide book
and do it on your own.

A must for every first-time visltor
is the changing of the guard In front
of Bucklngham Palace. The ceremo-
ny starts at 11:30 a.m. every other
day In winter and takes almost an
hour. Plenty of horses, red fackets,
shiny helmets, band music and pomp
and ceremony. Dates are given In
BTA’s London Planner booklet.

Falr weather sightsecing should
include a boat ride on the Thames
Rlver. There are many river tours to
choose from or you can just take a
2%-mile downsiream ride from
Westminster Bridge to the Tower of
London for $3.25, The Tower Itsell Is
best toured in good weather as s the
famous London Zoo.

For days that aren't so nfce, head
for Westminster Abbey, St. Paul's
Cathedral, Madame Tussaud's Wax-

d ar

ing Image (admission $5), which
celebrates the histories of movies
and televislon. Another fairly new
one is the Cabinet War Rooms {ad-
mission $34.75), which consists of 19
underground rooms ihat were used
by Winston Churchill and the War
Cabinct during World War I1.

Slghtseeing makes you hungry so
the next question s where to eat.
There are plenty ¢f fast-food places
with famittar American names, even
though their prices are higher than
at home, But why settle for a Big
Mac and frics when you can go
around the corner for a real English
pub lunch with all the atmosphere
that goes with it.

FOR ABOUT $5 or $7, you can
share a tiny table with local people
in any neighbarhood or corner pub
while you quaff a pint of lager and
munch on  steak-and-kiduey  pie,
chicken pot pie or a ploughman’s
lunch of cheese and bread. You'll
meet interesting Londoners on their
lunch break.

There s no shortage of good res-
taurants offering properly served
meals and all of them have menus
posted outside the door so you can
check their offerings and prices be-
fore going in.

Dinner In a fancy restaurant can
be expensive in London but I found
many nice places where a complete
dinner with a glass of wine ran only
$10 to $12. One of them was Gar-
funkel's in Piccadilly Circus where
menu items Included fish and chips,
$6, hamburger and baked potate,
$5.60, T-bone steak, $10, and an ex-
cellent salad bar with hot chicken
and fish for $6.75. Wine is §1.75 a
glass and beer $1.50.

Entertalnment is a prime reason
for vislting London. The London
stage I3 a world leader in musieals.
Tickets are much cheaper than in
New York, cheaper stlll if you buy
them at half price plus a service
charge from a booth in Leicester
Square. Full-priced tickets to musi-
cals cost 311 to $35, plays $8 to $26. 1
bought a ticket to “Me and My Glrl,"
regularly $32, for $16 plus a $2 ser-
vice charge.

IF THEY don’t have what you"

want at the booth, don’t buy from
nearby scalpers. Go to the theater
box office about 90 minutes before
show time and ask about last minute
cancellations. Matince tickets are

works or some of the
galleries and museums. The major
aones are free, including the Natlonal
Gallery, the Tate Gallery, the British

readily I and of-
ten discounted right at the theater,

Please turn to Page 4

MICKY JONES

1f you're out on the town in London, one of tho sights you'll seo
is Britain's Parllament Buildings and “Big Ben" ¢lock towar
along the shoros of the Thames River,




