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Capt. Dave: Musical madness

" Did they reatiy do that?*
“Hewas wedaring a WHAT

By Jitl Hamillon
speclal writer

They're talking about Captain
Dave and The Psychedelic Lounge
Cats.

If you think local rock js statd and
boring, you just haven't been to a
Captain Dave concert, Captain Da:
and the Psychedelic Lounge Ca
dan’t just give concerts — they stage
events,

Their bizarre performances are
quickly becoming legendary around
town. Attendees” cominents range
fram those who are clearly disgusted
to those who express undying devo-
tiun to the band. One thing’s for sure
- every time these guys play, the
place is packed.

Who are Captain Dave and the
"sychedulie Launge Cats? Creative
geniuses? Just a bunch of weird and
disgusting Kids? Misunderstood art-
15ts? The result of seriously misspent
vouth? Well, judge for yoursel

Let us travel back in time for a
moment to 2 recent concert at the
Blind Pig in Ann Arbor.

The mood of the evening — a
strange mixture of surrealism and
offbeat fun — was set when Captain
Dave played "Gir) from Ypslhml"
a variation of “Girl from Ipanema,”
fur the soundcheck,

Their set began when Captain
Dave, clad in a *70s style black leath-
er Jump suit, emerged from a cloud
of yellow smoke and began a siream
of James Brown:style stage prattle.

The Lounge Cats launched into a
James Brown sound-allke song
called "Free James Brown,” with
Iyries like “Blame it on the PCP, set
him free,” and “So what if he’s a
junkie, he's so damn funky.” Whether
this was a homage to or a paredy of
the Godfather of Soul remains un-
clear. Captain Dave's humor is al-
ways a bit Inscrutable,

DURING TIIE next song, “Bok
Choy.” a song about pimps, the in-
famous go-go dancers appeared. One
uf the go-go dancers, called The
Quamum  Mcechanies  Milk  Baby
Clown, was rather scantily clad in a
pair of diapers, a pair of pantyhose
on his head and a vaguely unsettling
baby mask.

‘The other, simply referred to as
Jimmy the Meat Dancer, had on a
necklace of something appearing to
be liver and a jock strap fesiooned
wilil fag, o feet,

The two gyrated with exaggerated
croticism to the surreal flash of a
strobe Jight in {ront of the 6ld home

ing concerts but staging events,

muovies projected onto a white sheet
hung behind the band.
Their songs suund like Funkadelic
it Funkadelic’s music was
played by bad lounge musicians and
sung by a “song stylist.”” Song titles

inelud Lay it in the Mud,"
“Mor flead” and “Barbra
Streisand is the Yodka of My Restau-

rant.”

So, these guys aren’t your average
band, No heavy metal hair-do"
covers of "Stairway 10 Heaven.
foud guitar heroes. Just . . . welrd-
ness.

We caught up with the band in
Captain Dave’s surprisingly normal-
locking apartmient in Ann Arbor. The
one concession to his trademark loo-
piness were three posters of Farpah
Fawcelt, circa 1976. Onc of them,
Captain Dave proudly pointed out,
was life size.

CAPTAIN DAVE and the Psys-
c¢hiedelic Lounge Cats started out by
playing at a friends’ party as a joke,
A week after the band had formed,
they got a gig at Bookies. At the
time, there were ne go-go dancers
and ne drummer, only a few guys
and a drum machine. In November
1988 the band played their first gig
with the current line-up.

“We're a very flexible band,” Cap-
tain Dave, eniginally of Dloomfield
Hills, said. “Flexible” means that
the band has an ever-changing cast
of characters, Past shows have fea-
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tured guest whistlers, The Grand Co-
median with Things Tied to Him and
Ann the Zit Dancer.

One of the more lasting characters
has been Jimniy the Meat Dancer.

"I wanted to dance as close to
nude as possible.” Jimmy said, “So, 1

decided ) would wear meat. It
seemed like an extension of myself,”

"We should get some other danc.
ers to represent the other three food
groups,” added Johnny Pontez, the
rhythm guitarist,

CONTROVERSY HAS followed
the band practically since its begin-
ning, The bizarre costumes and odd
stage antics are apparently a little
too much for the more faint-hearted
of club owners.

At onc of their first gigs at one
club, the Lounge Cats were asked to
cnd thelr performance prematurely
after management declded that the
act was getting a bit raunchy. The
band was reportedly banned from
the club for months.

But things are looking a little bet-
ter for the Lounge Cats and the ban
might be lifted soon, They have re-
cently been in touch with the pow-
crs-that-be at the club and word has
it that the band will be allowed to
perform if they “tene down” their
act,

The band is willing to make some
compromises in the act to keep club
owners happy. At a recent perform.
ance at Dooley’s in Ann Arbor, the

Captain Dave and lhe Psychedelll: Lounge cals have earned a mpulahon Tor not just giv-

bar's management deereed that the
Ro-go dancers would have to wear a
pre-specified amount of clothing be-
fore the band would be booked. Cap-
tain Dave and the Lounge Cats com-
plied.

“I'm the chicken of the band,”
Captain Dave said, “I will tone dawn
the act if somcone asks us to. I don't
know if the rest of the band agrees.™

The rest of the band looked less
cager than Captain Dave to comply,
but seemed resigned to accepting the
realities of censorship.

Their compllance must be work-
ing. At least well enough to land
them gigs at 8. Andrew’s Hall in De-
troit and Medusa's in Chicago.

Captain Dave and the Psychedelic
Lounge Cats aren't very enthusiastic
about the local music scene even
through they are a part of it.

“The pun rock scenc is really big
around here," said Mellow lan, the
keyboardist, “Walk the Dogma, 1he
Avant Gardeneres, the loly Cows
» + . every band's name is a pun.”

The Lounge Cats have big plans
for the future. They say that they et
ther intend to bring back break
dancing, or that they want to piece
together an Evel Kineval documen-
tary and write a disco song to go
with it,

“We went from a had joke to a bad
band,” Mellow lan said.

“I's a good joke now," Pontez
countered.

You want albums. We got albums
(not to mention a few CDs and cas-
sl
See Dlek Run (“Whap, Ding”). Hip-
pddrome (“Dogbunny™), The Gear
("BHm™), Volebeats ("Ain't No
Joke"} and Orange Raughics ("Kaue-
kle Sapdwich") all have new prod-
ugts out. Other bands such as
Strange Bedfellaws, Goober and the
Peas and Shouting Club have discs
og the way, All are available at finer
record outlets In the area,

«The Gear celebrated its new LP
with a record release party recently
at Paycheck's Lounge. The three-
member group alse was a natienal
alist in the recently conduct-
New Music Talent
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And while we're on the subjeet of
acuvities on the national scale, Jug-
glers and Thieves® cut “Sileace Call-
ing” is featured on the College Music
Journal's “Certain Damage™ compi-
lation CD. The Livonia-based folk-
rock group has also entered Musi-
cian Magazine's Third Annual Best
Unsigned Band contest along with
another area rock outfit The Culture
Bandlts. A who's who of music will
serve on the panel of judges, includ-
ing Rabble Robertsap, Lov Reed,
Lyle Lovett, Vernon Reld of Liviog
Colour and Branford Marsalls. The
booty for the grand prize winner in-
cludes a home recording studio. The
12 finalists will be featured on the
“Best of the BURS" CD, which is
released on Warner Bros, and dis-

tributed industry types and music
journalists around the country.
Those tremors can be fell again.
Yes, Paycheck’s Lounge in Ham-
tramck will be the site of yet anoth.
er in the fine scrics of Tremor Re-
views Friday and Saturday, Jan. 18-
20. No less than 17 bands will
perform during the iwo-day event.
On Friday the line-up includes: 3-
D Invisibles, Cuppa Joe, Vv Akaul.

alphabet? Yes, Statle Alphabet is a
now foursome with the recent addi-
tion of guitarist Mike Cummlos,
Cummins was a member of the
Dancing Smoothics before Joining
the Alphabet.

Past and present of Detroit
rock'n’roll were winners recently at
the first-ever Rock Awards hosted
by the Studio Lounge in Westland.

dren, Sleep, World 48,
Hippodrome and Strange Bedfel-
tows. On Saturday, bands perform.
ing will be: Cloeeyde, Saul Station,
Bootsy X, Chris Nell, Colorful Trau-
ma,, Volebeats, Shouting Club and
Orange Roughies. For information,
cal) 872.8934,

What's this? Another letter in the

of Salem Wi 1,
Mugsy, Weapons, Tezzer and Tn)nn
Smlth of Savage Grace walked off
with “Sammys" along with today’s
up-and-coming bands on the circuit
such as Romee Rock, Warp Drive
and LaBare.

— Larry O'Connor

iN CONCERT

@ lodine Raincoats

ledine Raincoats will perform on Mon-
day. Jan. 15, a1 Rick’s Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbor. For information, call 996-
247

© Trinldad Stovl

Trintdad Tri Steel Band will per
form on Monday, Jan. 15, at the Blind,
Pug, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For infor
mation, call 996-8555

® Walk The Dogms

Walk the Degma wil! perforin un Tues-
day, Jan 16, al the Blind Pig, 208 §.
First, Ann Atbor. For mlurmnnon. cal
996-R55%

® Ditforonce

The Ditference will perform on Tues
duy, Jan 16, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church,
Ann Arbat For informalion, call 996-
2747

© Crossed Wire

Crossed Wire will perform on Wednese
day, Jun. 17, at the Bling g, 208 5.
Finst, Ann Arbor For information, call
9Y6.855!

® Julce

Juice will perform on Wednesday, Jan.
17, at Hick's Cale, 611 Church. Aan Ar-
bor. For information, call 996-2747.

@ RH Factor

RIt Factor will perforin Wednesday
through Saturday, Jan. 17-20, a1 Jaggers,
1481 Ehzabeth Lake Hoad, Waterford.
For information, call 681+1700.

@ Knaves

The Knaves will perform on Wednes-
day, Jan 1%, at the Jukebox in Royal
Oak. For infurmation. ¢all $49-2233.

® Culiure Bandits

Cultuze Bandits wili perform  with
guests, the Generals, on Wednesday, Jan.
17. at Club Heidelberg, 215 N. Matn, Ann
Arbor, For iaformation, call §63-7758

® Frank Atlivon

Frank Allison and the Odd Sox will per-
form on Thursday. Jan. 18, at the Bhind
T, 208 S. First, Ann Arbor. For infor-
mation, call 996.2747.

© Fatta

Falta will perform on Thursday, Jan.
18, at Rick's Cafe, 611 Church, Ann Are
bor. For tnformation, call 996-2747.

© RedC
Red C will perform on ‘Thursday

(hrough Saturday, Jan. 18-20, at the Mid.
town Cafe, 139 S. Woodward, Birming-
ham. For information, call 6421133,

o Xilidozer
Killdozer will perform with guests,
Wig. on Thursday. Jan. 18, at Club

Heidedberg. 215 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
information, call 663-7758.

@ Viba Tribe

Vibe Tribe will perform on Friday and
Saturday, Jan. 19:20, at Jameson's. 1812
N. Main, Hoyal Ouk. For infurmation,
call 547.6470

® Sacond Sell

Second Self will perform on Friday,
Jan. 19, at the Blind Pig. 208 . First, Ann
Arboer. For information, call $96-8555.

® Big Fun
Big Fun will perform with guests.
Trash Brats, on Friday, Jan. 19, at Club
Neidelberg, 235 N. Main, Ann Arbor. For
infurmation, call 663-7758.

® Allison's Ghost

Allison’s  Ghost  will perform  with
guests, EF.X, on Friday, Jan. 18, at Fin.
ney’s Pub, 3965 Woodward, across from
the Majestic Theatre, Detroit. For infor-
mation, call 431-8070.

© Trade Secrat

Trade Secret will perform on Friday
and Saturday, Jan. 15-20, at Gritfs Grill,
49 N. Saginaw, Pontaac,

® Robb Ray

Hobb nny will perform with guests,
Off Kilter, on Friday, Jan. 19, at the
Hamtramck Pub, Canilf Avenue, off 175

@ John Shes Trio

The John Shea Trio will perform Fri-
day and Saturday, Jun. 19-20, at the Bird
of Paradise, 207 S. Ashley, Ann Arbor.
For information. call 662-8310.

® Regular Boys

The Regutar Boys will perform on Fri-
day and Saturday, Jan. 1920, at Rick's
Cale, 611 Church, Ann Arbor. For (nfor-
mation, call 996-2747.

® Stalic Alphabet

Static Alphabet will perform along
with the Idiots and Sensitive Big Guys on
Saturday, Jan. 20, at Finney's Pub, 3965
Woodward, across from the Majestic
Tneauc. Delroit. For informatlon. catl
831807

TOP LPs

Best-selling records of the week:

1. “Another Day in Paradise.” Phil Col-
lins,

2. “Don’s Know Much.” Linda Ronstadt
with Aaron Neville

3. “Rhythm Nation,” Janet Jacksan.

4. "Just Like Jesse James,” Cher.

5. “With Every Beat of My Heart,” Tay-
lor Dayaze.
6. Pump Up the Jam.” Technotraale.
7. “This One’s for the Children,” New
Klds on the Block.
8. “Just Between You and Me” Low
(‘umm
ng in Sin." Boz Javi.
How Am I Suppased to Live Without
Michael Balton.
(Source; Cashbox mﬂga.mt‘)

Frank Allison
and the Odd
Sox will per-
form cn Thurs.
day, Jan. 18, at
the Blind Pig in
Ann Arbor.

Here are the top 10 songs {no partict:-
far order) receiving air play on “Detroit
Musie Scene,” which is hosted by Scott
Campbelt and heard 45 p.m. Sundays (re-
pc;s;g 5:30-6:30 p.m. Tuesdays) on

1. "Pictures on My Wall," Rhythm Colli-

sloc.

2. “Joker." Nypootics,

3 “All Fall Down," Imitatios of Life.
4."All Through the Night,* EF.X.

5. "No Room Lo Swing the Cat.” Rubber.

6. “Nerd's Revenge.” Hay,

7. The Antithesis,” Sy SynnL

8. "Sugar Blues," Strange Bedfellows.

9. “Statrway to Heaven,” Christopher

Gorey.
10, “Until You Change.” Tio Zapawa.

SHADOWLAND
— Shadowland

Halling from Los Angeles, via
Florida and Alaska, this EP is Shad-
owland's debut for Geffen Records.
It serves as a foretaste of an upcom-
ing LP, “The Beauty of Escaping.”
Inierestingly, it has the same flve
sengs on cach side of the LP, which
is the first tkme I've scen that for a
commercial release.

Both this EP and the upcoming LP
were produced by Pat Moran (Rob-
ert Plant, Tom Cochrane and Edie
Bricketl & New Bohemians} at Rock-
fleld Studlos in Wales, U.K.

This studio Is where the Alarm
recorded thelr last LP, I don't know
if It's just coincldence but vocatlst,
Darren Rademaker works in that
same genre of dramatic, gravelly

vocals,

Shadowland describe (hemselves
as “post-punk, Southern folk blues
rock.” Thal narrows it down, eh?

To be {air, they do operate in that
Alarm/Celtic folk area, This is not
all bad, partlcularly on the first
track “Wink of an Eye” or on thelr
version of Dylan's “IU's All Over

Now Baby Blue.” It is when they tip
their collective hats to the Water-
boys' style of Celtic Diddly-eye that
they tend to lose their Identity.

On “Imltation of Life." the simi-
larities run close cnough that they
actually use Anthony Thistlewaite
and Colln Blakey from Mlke Scolt’s
afercmentloned boys, And how about
these for “Scoit-Style” lyrics: “You
are drunk on the Holy water/You
have caten up all of the sun/You
have traveled far but I've traveled
farther/You arc not the permancnt
one."

This runs a little too close for
comfort, although there s some
marvelous Instrumentation on thls
song.

With thelr hearts and intentlons in
the right place, perhaps over the
course of a complete LP, Shadow-
tand may excrt mare of their own
1dentity. In the meantime, desplte its.
fallings, this sclf-titled EP does
enough to tease the taste buds.

— Cormac Wright

AIN'T NO JOKE
— Volebeats

One of the pitfalls of country mu-
sic, or those who try to play It, is the
ever-dreaded cliches. You know the
ones; Trains, whiskey, women and
cigarettes.

The Volebeats’ debut LP “Aln’t No
Joke” has its small share of pearls
(as In Minnic), those numbers that
the aforementioned  subjects are
dealt with {“Leave Thls Town" and
“Bottles™). But, aw shucks, that ain‘t
50 bad.

For the most part, the Volebeats
avold hackneyed country expression.
The Volcbeats pull off their country/
rock effort withoul an ounce of pre-
tentlon or a scintllla of insincerity,
When Jeff Oakes' voice eracks on the
opening cut, “And You Know It," you
know this group is here to serve the
musle they love.

“Aln't No Joke" should be noted
for what it lsa't, and that's a pure
blowtorch and twang imltation coun-
try album. A listen to the salsa-{la.
vored “Tequila y Bunuclos” or the
Dylancsque harmonica on “Fool's
Castle” certainly bears this out.

By paylng homage to the country
heroes of the '50s and "60s while
keeping their present-day rock sensi-
bilities, the Volebeats have undoubt-
edly carved their own path. 1t's a
path of dirt, stones and, at times,
puddles of reflectlon.

Some of the most intriguing hum-
bers here are written by former
band member Terry Robm, whose
1yrics arc pencll sketches worked
into story lnes as In “Kiara" and
“Fool’s Castle,”

Then there are those songs that
standout just in thelr simpllclty.
Such is the case with “Yes or No,”
one of three collaborations of Jeff
QOakes and Matthew Smith that is
worthy of pralse.

After listenlng to this album,
pralse is not In short supply.

— Larry O'Connor

TRANSVERSE CITY
— Warren Zevon

1989 witnessed some fine albums
by some of rock’s most distinguished
veterans, including Bob Dylan, Neil
Young, Lou Reed, Elvis' Costello,
Van Morrlson and Pete Townshend.

Add Warren Zevon to that list,

From the majestic opening chimes
of the title track through the closing
tenderness of “Nobody's in Love This
Year," Zevon's latest s one solld
plece of vinyl.

“Transverse City” s a

hand/And lead me (hrough the
World of Selt.”

“Turbulence™ looks at the volatile
politics of the Soviet Unlon from the
inslde. Who clse but Zevon would
pen, “Well, we've been fightin’ with
the mujahaddin/Down in Afghani-
stan/Comrade Gorbachev, can 1/Go
back to Viadivestok, man?" He even
croons a verse In Russian,

Zevon also takes poLd:oul a‘\; the

e 9-

album whose biting sarcasm Is
aimed squarely al the present. It Is
musically sound, thanks in part to
the all-star cast featuring Jerty Gar-
cla, David Glimour, Neil Young,
Chick Corea, David Undley nnd J.D,
Souther. Zeven hollow

0
to-5 world (“Networking™), traffic
("Gridlock™} and shopplng {*Down Ln
the Mall"),
After another great record, it Is
incredible that this man Ls still best
known for !lhe novelty hit,

keyboards often, but plenty of g\ll-
tars and real drums provide a back-
bone.

As usual, Zevon's satirical lyrics
steal the show. “Splendid Isolatlon™
takes a poke at reclusive stars; “Mi.
chae] Jackson In Disneyland/Don't
have to share It with nobody else/
Lock the gates, Goofy, take my

of London.” Zevon fans
know belter. The rest of the world
should cateh on before it ends up lUke
the owne-dEpleud deplet.
ed In “Rua Down.” Don't
say Warren dldn‘t wam you.'
~~John Cortez




