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College ‘joke’ pays off

By JiIt Hamliton
special writer

Once people see Just Kidding Pro.
duction’s "Where's My Thermos?”
tour, they're hooked. And that’s good
news for the 10-person comedy
troupe. The bad news is that people
are used Lo getting comedy doses in
a stand-up form, rot frown an ensem-
ble.

According 10 Jason Allington, co-
producer with Rob Marx, “Any time
e can get someune ta come and see
us, we get booked.™

I’s certainly trae.

The troupe has played in college
towns throughaut the country, rang-
ing from California to Pennsylvania,
They've been asked back 95 percent
of the ime — pretty good for a
bunch of Kids still in college.

Allington, a Livonla native, has a
theory about jt.

“The comedy market is geiting
over-saturated,” he said, “so, stand.
up comedians are gutting more out-
rageous — Andrew Dice Clay is the
largest  grossing  comedian  right
now.”

Altington thinks that will actually
help Just Ridding, since the ensem.
bie focuses on clever, subtie humor
instead of outrageous gimmicks.

Just Kidding Productions is a

RKroup of five actors, 1wo actresses
and 1wo producers,

Their shows consist of suveral
skits  strung together  “Saturday
Night Live"-styte. The actors play
characters ranging fram  Nostra-
danws 1o kids In a second grade
class.

IT'S EASY 1o forgel that the
sketehes are written, acted and di.
rected entirely by students, The skits
are prolessional and hilarious at the
same time,

The latest incarnation of the show
consists of \wo hours worth of
sketehes and vignettes — old and
new — poking fun at heavy metal
music, Greek gods, the dawn of man
and more,

Just Kidding Productions began in
Scplember 1988 when Jon Heln and
a group of friends in the University
of Michigan's Comedy Company
started fantasizing about how much
fun it would be if they could start
their own troupe and maybe even
make some money. .

Somewhere aleng the way, the
idea became serious and in February
1989, the group gave thelr first show
at Central Michigan Unlversity.

“It's an incredible success,” All-
tngton said.

From then on they were hoovked.
Several members of the group inter-
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rupted their college career to pursue
the dream. They bought a 15-passen-
ger van and set oul te sample ife on
the comedy road.

Several months and 40 shows lat-
e, Jusl Kidding is back in Michigan
for an engagement Friday, Jan. 19,
at the Michigan Theatre in Ann Ar-
bor. At o Seplermber performance
at the Power Center, the show sold
wut and 500 people had to be turned
away. The group expects the Janu-
ary show 10 be just as successful,

THIS MIGUT be onc of the last
chances to see Just Kidding perform
because the future of the group Is un-
certain, Although the group Is at.
tracting the Interest of agents and
has been accepted by the National
Assectation of College Activitles, the
group still has to handle all their
own bookings.

Sinee several of the members are
anxious to finish their studies, the fu-
ture of the group is *hanging in the
balance.”

Just Kidding will perform Frie
oy, Jon. 19, ut the Michigan The-
atre in Ann Arbor. Tickets are S8

(83 studemts) in ad. and $9
($6 students) at the door. For in-
Jormation, call 971—9225,

producer Jason Allington ot

s of Just Kidding include co-
Livonia,

Creek and Kristin

Jon  ship.

Glaser of Southfield, Sara Mathison of Battle

Sobditch of Canton Town-

© Here are some listings of come-
dy elubs in our wrea. To let ns
know who is appearing at your
club, send the information to:
Comedy Listings, Observer & Ec-
centrie Newspapers, 36251
Schooleraft, Livoniu 48150,
@ Bea's Comedy Kitchen
Skeeter Murray, Brent Coushman
and Downtown Tony Brown will por-
form Friday-Saturday, Jan, 19-20, at
Bea's Comedy Kitchen, 541 Larned,
Detroit. Show times are 8:30 and 11
p-m. For information, call 961-2581.

© Chaplain's East
. John Bowmaan with Jeff Shaw and

Tim Pryor will perform Wednesday-
Saturday, Jan. 17-20, at Chaplain's
East, 34244 Groesbeck, Frascr. Show

Wednesday-Thursday, Jan. 1718,
and Lowell Sanders will perform
Friday-Saturday, Jan. 19.20, at
A

times are 8:30 p.m. sday and
Thursday and 8:30 and 10:30° p.m.
Friday and Saturday. For informa-
tion. call 792-1902.

@ Chaplin's West

Damon Wayans, along with Dan
Dillon and Shaun Hunter, will per-
lorin Friday-Saturday, Jan. 19-20, at
Chaplin’s W i6890 Telegraph,
south of Six , Detroit. For infor-
mation, call $33-8866.

9 Mainstreet
Brent Cushman  wil)

perform

omedy , 3
E. Liberty, Ann Arbor. Show times
are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and Thurs.
day, 8:30 and 11 p.m. Friday and 7,9
and 11 p.m. Saturday. For informa-
tion, call 9856-9080,

o Joey's Livonia

Tim O'Rourke wil} perform along
with Greg Scott and Carl Antheny
Wednesday-Saturday, Jan.17-20, at
Joey's Comedy Club, 36071 Plym-
outh, east of Levan, Livonia. Show
times are 9 p.m. Thursday and Frie
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day and 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Satur.
day. For reservations, call 261-0555.

© Joey's Allen Park

Bill Thomas will perform along
with Steve Bllls and Marlo Wednes-
day-Saturday, Jan. 17-20, at Jocy's
Comedy Club and Sports Emporium,
Southfield Road, Allen Park. Show
times are 8:30 p.m. Wednesday and
Thursday and 8 and 10:30 p.m. Fri-
day and Saturday. For information,
call 382.7041.

© Holly Hotel
Norm Stulz will perform along
with Roland Kimble and Keith Ruff

Thursday-Saturday, Jan. 18-20, at
Holly Hotel. 110 Battle Alley, Holly,
Show times are 8:30 pm. Thursday 1

and 8:30 and 10:30 p.m. Friday and
Saturday. For informaticn, call 634-

891.
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PRESENTS THREE 1990 VACATIONS

«Tour with others in your community « Visit exciting places + Make friends
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o
TOURS INCLUDE
» Round trip airfare via scheduled airlines  * Fi.ne resort hotels
* Inter Istand flights (Hawaii} . S!ghtseelng {see brochura)
+ Professional native escorn - Airport hotel transfers

« To-your-room baggage handling

The
OAKLAND COUNTY CHAMBER of COMMERCE

80th ANNIVERSARY DINNER

aa an ondinagy and necesascy bustness exjenee, but are nota charttable deduction fo tax purposes.

on e N\ N (- \
‘ January 25, 1990 ARIZONA HAWALII | [CALIFORNIA
) Cocktails, 6pm (Cash Bar) Dinner, 7pm LAS VEGAS SAN FRANCISCO
The North%eld Hilton 15 LOS ANGELES
(Crooks Road at 1-75 In Troy} GRAND CANYON GLORIOUS DAYS BIG SUR COASTLINE
s PHOENIX Visiting all 4 main TV TAFING AND MORE!
: Governor James Blanchard Laughlin—Lake Havasy igan ds :
v 1s scheduled to present the Second Annual ATHENA Award 8 DAYS o DAYS
Join us for a smrnstuddéd evening with entertalner Joey Van and his friends DEPARTS DEPARTS DEPARTS
Jack Nicholson, Frank Sinatra, Jimmy Stewart, Willy Nelson, Carey Grant, FEBRUARY 25, 1990 MAY 8, 1390 JULY 10, 1990 *
Sammy Davis Jr. and others. $ $ $
Reserve your tickets by calling 6 3 9 J 1 3 7 4 6 7 4
. 683-4747 or 644-1229 L q JRS .
$40 per person (members & guests)  $50 per person (non-members) - For additional information or descriptive ‘ :
o 4 " dedctt brochures, call our TRAVEL DESK at: 278"4 1 02 .

or 1-800-736-7300
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