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'ANY HAVE CALLED the
Just vanished '30s as the
decade of the “yuppie.”

1t was a time when baby
boomers — those born between 1946
and 1964 — became “young urban
professionals” and flaunted conspie-
uous consumptlon In fashlon, food
and frivolity.

In the 1990, by their sheer num-
bers, baby boomers wlli stlll remain
a large force [n determining the dl-
rection soclety takes — nearly half
the adults in the US. are baby
boomers, But it's hard to say what
directlon that will be.

Looking at current trends, one can
say that they will probably be af-
fluent as they move into thelr peak
carnlng years. They will live in two-
income houscholds, and have chil-
dren later in Itfe. They may also be-
come part of the “sandwlich genera-
tion” in which they become
responsible for carlng for children
and older parents at the same time.

Because of the “baby bust” — the
fact that there were far less people
born In the last 20 or so ycars than In
the previous 26 ~ baby boomers will
face challenges In findlng services
and Information traditlonally sup-
plled by younger people, such as col-
lege students.

Many of these trends were fore-
casted by local experis who were
asked to gaze Into the dawnlng dec-
ade and give their oplnicn on what
lles ahead in such areas as fashlon,
technology and love and marriage.
Here's what they predicted:

Technaolagy ~ Grocery shopplng,
bankling, buying stocks and checking
up on news and weather will be just
a few of the things that people will
be dolng from the comfort of thelr
own home computer station in the
'90s,

A NEW computer system called
Prodigy, Introduced to the Detroit
market this year, alrcady has put
hat capabillty at the fingertips of
area resldents. A jolnt venture be-
tween IBM and Scars-Roebuck, the
service wlll be as common as the mi-
crowave oven or VCR Is today, pre-
dicts Steven Heln, spokesman for
Prodigy Services Co, based in White
Plains, N.Y. In fact, it is as conven-
fent as a telephone, with features
avallable for a fiat monthly rate,
currently around $10.

“Ever slnce computers were In-
vented, people have been talking
about the way they will make llves
casier,” Hein sald, “We haven't scen
that come to pass yet, but now with
Prodigy, we see at last something
that makes people’s lives simpler,
casier, and more enjoyable.”

The system Is casy cnough for
anyone 1o fearn —“We are almed at
the general public, not the computer
hobbylst,” Heln sald, — and one of
its benefits s that it will offsct some
of the labor shortages of the “baby
bust" generation,

“As the ‘baby bust’ generation s
not golng to be able to provide
enough services, this will llkely end
some of the frustration that peaple
feel not being able to find services,"
Hein sald,

AREA RESIDENTS will also be-
come accustomed (o even more so-
phisticated, and yet simplified, tech-
nology, For example, more people
will be in the movles — even if they

re “only” home movies — as video
cameras become smaller, cheaper
and slmpler to use.

At Don-Lar Electronles in Livonia,
manager Mark Medawor sald Sony's
new video camera, a third of size of
past models and welghing In at 2
pounds, Is a popular item. The more
prices come down and the more in-
novatlons offered, the more the store
sells of such items, he sald.

And people can also expect to see
videos being used mare and more,
from computer imaging for teeth re-
pair to advertising tools for local
chambers of commerce.

Medawar also sces a brisk busi.
ness In very large televislon sereens
and very small portable (hree- to
five-inch screen color sets, with bullt
in video recorders, which use minl
cassettes.

And, a5 most have heard, compact
discs are taking over the old vinyl
records, which may go the way of
ll:‘c dinosaur by the end of the dec.
ade,

The Aging Papulation ~ More op-
tlons in senior health care wlll be
one of the trends seen in the '90s, as
the population ages, That's the opin-
fon of Linda Murphy, senior staff
alde, Farmington Hills Senlor Cen-
ter.

“I THINK that there is golng to be
a focus toward using the “contlnuum
of care,” she safd. People wlil be-
come more aware of and use other
care options before taking a frafl
clderly relative from their home and
placing them in a nursing home.

. Those optlons include adult day care,

resplte care, home health care and
services such as Meals on Wheels,

“1 think the focus In gerontology
right now [s to kecp people in their
homes and communities as long as
possible,” she sajd. Many of the ser-
vlces are In place in local communi-
tles, but they whil be used more.

The increase in the senlor popula-
tion is one reason that alternatlves
will need to be found. Murphy sald
the current population of adults over

5 Is 12 percent, but is cxpected to
grow to 20 percent by 2010,

Not only Is there a good chance
that not enough beds will be avail-
able in nurs(ng homes, but the cost of
nursing homes is high. Such care av-
erages $25,000 per year currently,

Older people may also choose lo
retire later as the number of people
in the traditional work force, ages 18
10 55, dwindles, she predicled.

“T would see the value of carly re-
tirement gradunlly changing so
there are more incentives for older
people Lo stay in the work force,” she
s:&ifi “They will be more appreclat-
e :

Fashlon — A key trend predicted
by local fashlon experts s that com-
fort will be a priorily for the busy
“yuppie” generation.

+ 1 think comfort and function are
going to become more important as
we try to (il our schedules in every

possible minute,” sald Cheryl Hall,
fashion director for Saks Fifth Ave-
nue, Troy.

SYMBOLIC OF that will be the
continuing popularity of the sweat
suit. While in the "80s, the sweat sult
“camc out of the locker room and
Into the sireet™ in the '90s, it will be
worn for style as well as comfort.

“Now T think it's getting to the
polnt where they are wearing them
because of the comfort not because
they have just come from the Y,*
Hall said. “That's the trend that I'sce
— comfort with style and function.”

At Hiller's Men Store In Roches-
ter, manager Jim Dougherty sald
that the businessman will only expe-
rience small changes In the tradi-
tlonal exceutive look. .

Tles, for Instance, are gelting
slighter wider and there are more
patterns, such as palsleys and

dal 1tk

s
more acecptable to wear colored
shirts and the trend toward striped
shirts wlll continue. Through the

Bush administration, the navy-gray
suits favared by the President favors
wil be popular as were the brown
sults made popular by Ronald
Reagan,

The growing popularity of
sportswear, however, Is the big trend
that Dougherty predlets will contin.
ue through the *90s.

“PEOPLE ARE loaking for com-
fort and fashlon when they are not
waorklng. It used to be they would
Jjust wear a paltof jeans,” he sald.

Another change is that cotton and
natural fabrics are becoming more
sought after, he sald.

“People appreciate natural fab-
rics so much more,” he sald, “In the
sportswear dcpartment, cotton has
replaced woal. The thing about cot-
ton Is that It is a washable item. We
are such a time-orlented socicty now
~ the cottons are a lot more func-
tlonal and you can do more with
them.”

Environment — Environmental
issucs, such as recycling and the
greenhouse effect, will stifl remain a

priority issue In the '90s. But the
awareness of these issucs will In-
crease as state and federal man-
dates work together toward creating
a cleaner planet.

“I think there will be an Increase
in the changes we are already sce-
ing,” said Elizabeth Harrls, director
of the East Michlgan Environmental
Councit, Blrmingham, “Our group
receives calls from people all the
time, they want to know what they
can do, for example, with their used
car ol

“The increase In the number of
calls in the past years has been re.
markable compared to the *70s.”

HARRIS 15 encouraged by the
changes she has scen locally, such as
cities assuming control of or starting
recycling centers and  requiring
biodegradable bags for lawn trash.

While she is eptimistic, however,
she still sces the need for change in
the "90s an a worldwide level as well
as the local.

“For me to be really hopeful, |
would want to see a change at the
corporate level,” she said.

Love, Marraige, Kids — Loca) ox-
perts see that marriage will still be
popular — but high divoree rates —
today, every one in iwo marriages is
pegged for faflure — will continue.

Other trends — parents will be
older and carcer women — will con-
tinue to make child care an issue.

I don’t see a return te the home,”
said Rabbi Sherwin Winc of Bir-
mingham Temple in Farmington and
director of the Center for New
Thinklng. "I don't see how It will be
possible economically.”

Instead, women will be even more
conspicuous in the work place and
political life, and marriage may suf-
fer as a result of the increased de-
mands on couples, he predicted.
However, "the overwhelming major-
ity of the people will choose to be
married, they will simply be mar-
ried more times.”

“1 think that children are being
born much later now; I think we're
going 1o sce older parents,” he add-
ed. "l think the ‘90s will be a time
when there will be a great focus on
child care. The Issue now is how to
pay for the child care that we need.”

Rev. Duanc Dehierty, a Birming-
ham psychologist and marriage
counselor, also sees high divoree
rates continuing.

“The alarming statistlc s that di-
vorce rate is higher in second mar-
riages.” he sald.

EMOTIONAL immaturity — not
belng able to distinguish self-love
from seclf-centeredness and materi-
alism -~ are cited by Doherty as
some of the things that hamper mar-
riages. However, people will contin-
ue to reach for the stars in their
hopes of a happy marriage, he said.

“Ideals are like stars, we don't
reach them, we just use them to
chart our course by."

Eeconomy and Employment — "1
think probably the thing that is gaing
to mark the '90s natlonally and in
Michigan is a Jabor shortage,” said
fon Tracy, head of the economics
department at Oakland University,
Rochester.

A tabor shortage has not been seen
in the area since the 19603, but a
common_slght for suburban resi-
dents today are help wanted signs In
retajl stores, many spieing up the of-
fer with attractlve benefits pack.
ages. Shortages will mean that
wages for those service jobs can be
cexpected to [ncrease, he sald.

Tracy has a good nows-bad news
forecast as regards the local econo-
my.

THE GOOD news is that the area
has been “growing nleely” since
1982, when the recesslon is generally
considered to have cnded, and he
sces that growth as continuing.

The bad news is that he predicts a
recesslon.

“We have had seven ycars of
growth that was unexpected as a re-
sult we wlll have a recession,” he
sald.

Tracy predieted a recession by the
mid 1990s, but It won't affect the
arca as much as the recesslon of the
early 1980s did, he sald,

*Continued from Page 1
Hysterle Narcotics. Both Murphy
and Niemenski jolned the band in
the past year. Filling out the
roster s flddle player Rebeeca
Kaptan and Smith,

“People know each other too
well,” sald Kaplan, a 1988 gradu-
ate of Blrmingham Seaholm High

times.”

So noted. As Jeff Oakes and
Smith are talking about the band,
Qakes just happens to ask hls ere-
alive partner if one of the guitars
is tuned. Smith says no, actting
the two In a heated squabble, The
two have also been known to de-
bate on atage about what song to
perform next.

Brian Oakes shakes his head
and pipes In between the verbal
combatants and sald, “This Ls the

School, “and there's bickering at -

Volebeats: Band

Volebeats right here.” R

CREATIVE DIFFERENCES
serve as the AC and DC of the
band, The face of the !

to watch in 90 (Y

cessful bands, Kaplan’s arrival on
violln further - enhanced the
group's pursult of a backwoods
beat,

has changed (hrough the years. AlY
Oakes was in the band as was
‘Terry Rohm, Both are credited on
the group’s recently released al-
bum, “Aln't No Joke” (Relapse).

Rohm was consldered one of
the creative forces of the
Volebeats In the early golng. He
left the bapd a year ago, Rohm's
departure is a touchy subject with
Jeff Oakes, who palitely declines
to talk about it.

Out with Oakes and Rohm, In
with Kaplan, Niemenski and Mur-
pby. The lincup has been solid
since,

The additlon of Nlemenskl and
Murphy brought the experlences
of belng in other relatively suc-

d violinist,

© A
Kaplan went on to play In the

Layabouts and Don't Look Now
Jug Band. She knew of the
Volebeats, Frlends sald she
should try to joln, She calted and
was Invited Lo one of the rehears.
als, She's been there since,

WITHOUT BEING showy, Ka.
plan’s violin provides the perfect
texture to the Volebeats’ country-
fled muslc. And like the other rel-
atively newcomers, she's able lo
provide some insight on what
makes the Volebeats a shade dif-
ferent than other local bands.

Another thing band members
can agree on s that Jef{ Oakes
scrves as chlef botlewasher and

lion tamer for the outfit. -
“He kecps it together,” Kaplan

" sald. "He's the one who flxes all

the Instruments, He's the onc who
organizes practices. He makes up
the fllers . . . There's 100 much
pressure on him.becouse of it."

Jelf Oakes agrees, perhaps ex-
plalning his spat with Smith. Once
on stage, he and his Volebeat
mates perform ke a family on
the front porch. Guitarists
Nlemenskl and Smith provide the
verve when necessary, but the
rest of band keeps In step.

Jeif Oakes sings in the heart-
felt stylings of Hank Willlams
without a wasted effort or move-
ment. It's obvlous they don't car-

the music as much as the mu-
sic carries them,

“A lot of the carller stuff has a
lot of heart to it,” safd Jeff Oakes.

Brian Oakes
thumbs along
on  stand-up
bass,




