Area Senate seats up for

By Tim Richard
stalf writer

For seven years, Oakland County
has scen the same four men in the
Michigan Senate. After next year, it
might be dlfferent,

One faces a 1990 primary chal-
lenge, two are thinking about higher
office, and the fourth is a serious tar-
et of the opposition party.

‘Things could change again in the
1994 Scnate election following redis-
trictlng. And OQakland could gain
one-half or morce of a state Senate
District because of fts papulation
growth.

Here's the status of senatorial pol-
itles teday:

17th State
Senate District

RICHARD FESSLER, R.Com-
meree, has served eight years in the
House and the last seven In the Sen-
ate, but he will he challenged in the
next Republican primary by Rep.
David Honlgman, R-West Bloom-
tield, who took the unusual step of
announcing his candidacy two years +
in advance.

“I'm scrious about staying in,”
sald Fessler, 46, an attorney. He acts
it. He has hired Tom Greene, an ag-
gressive former TV newsman, as hls
chief assistant. Another key alde Is
Fel Brown, longlime secretary to
former Oakland  Prosccutor L.
Brooks Patterson,

An active committee chalrman In
the felds of traffic safcety and road
construction, Fessler also is showing
up for morc local political functions,
colleagues note.

Fessler had a mild challenge in
1986 from businessman Hugh
Brotherton, who charged the senator
was missing too many sessions be-
cause of his law practice.

Since then Fessler has been highly
visible pushing road funding bills
tpartial success) and public transit
reorganization (success),

The tast four ycars have been per-
sonally difficult for Fessler — a
messy divorce, a drunk driving ar-
rest that became a media spectacle,
a fourth-place finish in a four-man
contest for prosecutor to succeed
Brooks Patterson. He dipped heavily
into his Scnate campalgn fund for

grabs in
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Sen. Rudy Nlchols

Sen. Doug Cruce

Sen. Richard Fessler

"It depends on what others ahead
of me intend to do,” Cruce sald of his
plans,

“Others™? County executive Dan
Murphy? He may bow out in 1992
Congressman Bill Broomfield? At
67, he has shewn no indlcation of re-
tiring, although Cruce would rank
near the top of u long list of possible
suceessors, Early in 1988, the rumor
mill had Cruce as a U.S. Senate pros-
pecet.

Cruce has a good position in the
state Scenute, where hie won his scat
with 58 percent of the vote. He's on
the Appropriations Committec,
which spends the money, 1le has
been a visible and often-quoted critic
of the Commerce Departinent budg-
et, which he says is used 10 promote
Demoeratic Gov. lames Blanchard

Sen Jack Faxon )
politically.

the prosecutor riuce.

Both Fessler and Honigman have
voted “pro-life” — against Medicaid
abortions and for a parental consent
bill. Their position causes gossip that
a third, “pro-cholce” candidate —
perhaps a woman — will challenge
hem in the hope they will split the
pro-tife vate.

Hanigman, 34, after a brief flurry
of activity, has been politically quict.
In 1988 he had ne challenge in either
the primary er general elections,
giving him a chance 10 accumulate a
bankroll.

Honigman kas had notable success
for a junior member of the minority
party In getting bills passed, such as
an “‘ethnic intimidation™ additlen to
the civil rights act.

“They're scrutinizing all my bills
now.” Honigman sajd of Fessler and
Greene. “Tom Greene came into the
room (Scnate Local Government
Comrnittee) and asked it {a series of
open space bills) be stopped. Right in
front of me."

Honigman voted for an obscure
hill 10 remove an unintended proper-
ty tax loophole discovered by the
courts. By the time the bllt got to the
Senate, however, it was no longer ob-
scure, Anti-tax groups made an issue
out of It, threatening Fessler with re-
call if he backed it. Fessler voted no.

Whether the antl-tax people will
reward him in the primary remains
to be seen. The western Oakland dis-
trict extends into West Bloomfield
and Bloomfield townships and the
city of Bloomficld Hills. In 1986 Fes-
sler won with 65 percent of the vote,
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CLOSING ONE OF OUR BEST YEARS IN

DELIVERY: BECHSTEIN (Germany).
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DAEWQO (Korea), WURLITZER
(USA}, SCHIMMEL (Germany).
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You know what it does to your car,
just think of what it's doing to your carpet.

winter salt. sand and dirt have been making a home in
your carpet, eating away a your valuable carpet invest-
ment. Let The Crigina! Hagoplan clean away these winter
problems and restore your corpet to lIfs original beauty.
Call ihe Orlginol Hagoplan to get ihe "5Ps” -
Prompt sevice, Polite staff, Professlonal crews and equip-
ment, a great Price, and our famous Purple Truck.

8th State
Senate District

RUDY NICHOLS has

for the lirst tine since the 1960s.

“My ligures show a Republican
should carry it §2-48," said Nichols,
who actually won 56 percent of the
vote in 1986.

for one of the twa new circuit judge-
ships Oakland County will have after
the 1996 clection.

A formur city attorney, a one-year
veteran of the House and a seven-
ar veteran of the Senate, Nichols,
R-Waterford, chairs the Senate Judi-
ctary Committee, He's known for ad-
vancing a variety of bills, keeping
the work flowing rather than bot-
tling things up, and cooperating with
Democrats on matters of common
concern,

m thinking about it (the judge-
shipr. 'm not omcnll) declared,”
said \'idmls 44 slnrlcd serious

staff are
more nervous about his leaving than
fellow senators. he said. Thuse

staffers hold news affice, legal coun-
s«.l and committee research job:.

'm tired of the partisanship,”

said Nichols, who, though politically
conservative, is a low-key, scholarly
personality,

Besides, circuit judgeships don't
open up every day. The pay is more
than double a leglslator’s, and you
don’t have ta drive so far te work.

Lining up to succeed him are:

& Mat Dunaskiss, 38, of Lake
Orian, a five-term Republican repre-

Some in (hu State C;\phnl are un-
happy at the prospect of losing him.
After redistricting in 1982, the seat
was won by Dentocrat Phil Mastin,
whae was recalled a year later in a
revalt against an income tax [n-
crease. Nichols' victory helped give
his party 20-18 control of the Senate

and former county com-
missioner.

@ Claude Trim, 54, of Waterford,
in his third House term as a Republi-
can after four terms as a Democrat.

® Linda Ferrens, Nichols' Demo-
cratic oppanent in 1986.

@ Many other local Democratic
officials in this northern Oakland
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“TREATMENT STUDY FOR DEPRESSION”

If you are suffering from sustained depression, anx-
iety or both, and are in good health,
ualify for frec treatment through the AFFECTIVE
ISORDERS UNIT at Lafayette Clinic. Aim of the
study is to discover biological factors associated
with successful treatment of depressive iliness.

Affective Disorders Unit

25
LAFAYETTE CLINIC
W’ Wayne State University
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. Cruce chairs a special investigat.
ing committee louking at Proposal A
cumpaign funds. Clearly be's a key
friend of majority leader John En.
gler, the probable gubernatorial can-
didate next year,

district, which includes the Roches-
ler area

16th State
Senate District

DOUG CRUCE, R-Troy, said he's

How about No. 2 on the Engler
ticket, which needs a metro arca
person to balance the former farmer

planning to run for a third term in
the Senate, but it's no secret the 42-
year-uld real estate broker has aceu-
mulated a host of political IQUs.

He managed Dick Thompsen's
successful run for Qakland prosecu-
tor. He was among the few legisla-
tors vocal on the Nov. 7 Proposals A
and B (a1gainst). He is active in local
races. One of these years, Cruce may
ask that the favors be returned.

{rom Isabelta County?

“No one has approached me on
lieutenant governor,” Cruce said.
“Engler Is a good enough party man
where he wouldn't endanger Repub-
tican contro} of the Senate™ by ask-
ing Cruce to run.

Please turn to Page 7
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of the weight loss portion of the program.

ALL THE TOP SKIS TRY THEM AT NO CHARGE
THE TOP SKI COMPANY REPS WiLL BE THERE WITH THEIR
TECHNICIANS AND DEMO VANS TO ASSIST YOU. GREAT
SNOW & LOTS OF FUN FOR EVERYONE. SPECIAL DISCOUNT
LIFT TICKET COUPONS FOR THIS EVENT ARE AVAILABLE
EXCLUSIVELY AT ALL
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S during 1989 at Max & o NG
ril‘l : * We opencd a new restavrant in s
;:’/\, i The Lanrel Parke mall,
!
.‘”\'{’ ® O Rochester Hills location
AP : .
4 celebrated its one year anniversary.
® JY8Y was a record year for owr
Farmington Hills tocation.
* Wo huosted the b
; seeemd annnal M.
f Belt Run for Avthyitis which ra jsed
A mere than S19.000 dotlars for The
r\/{»\ : Arthritis Foundation and its programs. ,\'
N i Y
."7/‘\' : This bas beent a wonderful year 7 e
N “ IN Jor us at Max & Erma’s and it couddn't ;,:
N /\7\ have bappened without the support Il-;
l‘,\\; of our friends and neighbors. ’\’,
A Thank you for making Max & Erna’s i
Jour ”"’» Dhaorhoed gathering place. Kt
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Plesse aceept this specid
Rift certificate for a complimentary
menu selection vtlued up to;

$10.%

with puechase of anottier selection of equat oF greater vatoe,
Goond Munday theough Thursday untll Jan. 28, 1990,
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