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The new 16,00-square-foot oifice complex at 14 Mile and Middiebell in Farmington Hills will retain the ofd charm of the historic farmhouse on the site.

Historic farm gets new look, but keeps old

By Noreon Flack
stalf writer

ISTORIC HUSES in
Farmington Hls are usu-
ally bought b residents

captivated bythe history
within the walls.

But the Farminglon Hls Histaric
District Commission ha approved
one historic farmhouse » go com-
mercial and become a sodern-day
business  while  maintmlng  the
charm of the old site,

L Bloomfield devoper Stan
Finsilver is converting an 1840
Greek Revival farmhoustand barn
southwest of £4 Mile and Nddlebelt,
across from Eagle Ementary
School, into a 16,000-squar-foot off-
ice complex.

He's working as a parter on the
$2 million project with Daid Frica-
man of Fricdman & Assoates, Bir-
mingham, a commercia hroker.
Project architect is DaviiLubin &
Assotiates, Bloomfield Hil.

The Ward Eagle House ione of 60
propertics [n Farmingtonillls* his-
loric district. Ward Egle was
Farmington Township suprviser in
the early 1890s.

“This Is the kind of thin we luve
e raging for th past 19
years in order 1o hald on tthese his-
Lorie spots,” sald Jean Fx, Farm.
ington Hills mayor and htorle dis.

Stan Finsilversoints out
windows where be original
glass was sasaged and
reused in the new rindows {o
help preserve the historical
accuracy of the famhouse.

commissioner.

“This type of construction is
drawn tn contain the same ambience
while molding together the old with
the new.” Fox said. “We are really
fortanate to have people like St
who are willing to come in and save
these treasure:

tri

THE HISTORIC district commis-
sion recognized it woutd be hard to
find a good use for the farmhouse,
which is near a business commerciad
intersection. The site is now zoned
office,

“I dun’t know any ather business
tn Farmington Hi
stone garage that used fo be the
place some guy kept his two horses
and carriage for his \ransporation
right next door te his little house.”
Finsi aid,

cally a gorgeous piece of

“But it’s a guod sound business de-
clsion, 100, he added. “So now |
have something to sell that can’t be
found any place else, 1f § didn't think
! could renovate that old house, pre-
serve some of the listory and stil
make it attractive in order to lease
it out, I wouldn't be able to dait.”

THE PROJECT began in Novem:
ber. Tenants atre scheduled to occupy
the office space by July. Space is
fcased at about $20 a sguare foot,

Finsilver said.

Buz Holzman, a West Bloemfield
phiotographer, will occupy the farm-
house as the Buz Holzman Studio.

“When | first saw the house, it
$oaked really beat up and I couldn't
imagine what it would be uscd for.”
Holzman said. “After | had a chance
to look areund. { realized that it was
perfect for me.

“Compared to rent for any nice
storefront on a thoroughfare, | think
the rent is well worth the charm and
the whole idea of the place,” Holz-
man added,

The farmhouse was used as a resis
dence umtil last fall. Before that, it
was an antique shop owned by Emily
Browna. But the demands of histeric
caretaking seemed impossible for
past owners, Fox said.

ASIDE FROM the farmhouse and
barn, Finsilver wilt add an office
building to the site. It will resemble
the Greek Revival architecture of
the house, including the colenial eeil-
ings and windows,

The new building will be leased by
Cardiovascular Services, a medical
service business. Partial space will
be leased 1o a marketing company.
‘The cobblestone bara will be used as
Finsihver's warchouse,

“It's very costly, To do a rehab
can cost more than if you just tore it
down and started all over agan,”
Finsilver satd. "But [ really cnjoy it.
You can bring it back to its vriginal
condition and still make it be accept.
able to a commercial tenant,”

Troublesome aspects of restora-
tion lor the old farmhouse include
sandblasting pillars to remove as
many as 14 coats of paint and re.
placing rotten planks and gutters,
Finsitver said.

Other projects include replacing
authentic windows, engincering a
modern heating and gooling system,
insulating walls and preserving an-
tique doors.

THE STURDY side of the historic
home includes logs, running across
the basement cviling, which “actual-
Iy hold the house up,” Finsilver said.

Large drilled holes were embed-
ded into the logs and flanks of wood

Liquor enforcment plan
delayed for legal review

News briefs fom the Farming-
ton and Farmngten Hills city
halls will apper regularly in this
column,

® FARMING™ON HILLS

® Actlon denyed — The council
has delayed acing on Terry Sever’s
six-poinl lique law enforcement
plan uatil tonit 1o give city attor-
neys more tine to explore legal
ramifications.

® RezoningsDK'd — In 7:0 vates,
the council las Monday approved
the introductionof 1wo rezoning re-
quests:

— One acre @ the west side of
{ialsted, south o3 Mlle, from SP-1,
special purpose distriet, to RP-1,
planned ~ resldenfal  distrlet. The
change is requestd by the planning
commission becase the SP-1 dls.
trict no longer aldws day care cen-
ters, one of which Children's World
of Michlgan, is nov on the acrcage.
‘The residentlal ditrlet allows day
care use. The charge brings the zon-
ing [nto conformare with the actual
land use. i

— Nlne acres @ the southwest
corner of 13 Mile aid Halsled roads,
from RC-2, multip} family residen-
tia), to RCE, cldely housing. The
change brings the zning Into confor.
mance withthe clty} master plan for
{uture tand use.

Resolutlons OK'd— In 7-0 votes,
the councl) adapted jwo resolutions:

- Councll memlirs are pelition-

CITY HALL

newsbeat

ing the Oakland County Drain Com-
misstener to build an intra-county
draian in the fleritage Park drain-
age district to carry drainage water
that originates in Oakland County,

® Rate — Alter two
years with no increase, the city of
Detroit will up its wholesale water
and sewer rates to the suburbs, city
manager Robert Deadman reported
last Monday. A public hearing s set
for Jan. 24, in which the city of
Farmington will be represented. The
city is not expected to oppose the in-
creases.

@ Project on hold — There is still
na firm date on the start of a project
to widen Orchard Lake Road, from
Grand River to 10 Mile, because of

ieht-of-

increase

~ Couneil q the
usc of the Oakland County Sheriff's
Departmunts new siate-funded traf-
fic and accident patrol vnit, without
cost. The unit can operate in the city
along county roads such as Hagger-
ty, Orchard Lake and Mlddtebelt, at
clty request and avallability of pa-
tral schedule,

© FARMINGTON

e Vote for garbage - Councll
members are supporting pending
state legislation that would allow
clty residents a chance to vote on an
addltlenal 3 mllls to pay for future
garbage collection.

House BIlL 4285, now belng consid.
cred by the state Senate, addresses
the issue of Increased garbage pro-
cessing costs, which all cofimunities
wlll face, sald clty manager Robert
Deadman. “Chances are . , . It (gar-
bage removal) probably will not stay
as a property tax. It will go under a
utilities tax,” Deadman added.

P 8l .
city manager Robert Deadman told
1he council last Monday. “We still
don't have a delinite date nailed
down,” he sald, )f Oakland Couaty
officials can obtain the nceded right-
of-way by April, bids wil Le let this
summier and construction wit start
this fall, ke sajd.

‘The project, affecting both Farm-
ington and Farmington Hitls, Is ex-
pected Lo Lake one year to complete.

® Repalr authorized — The city
authorlzed a $5,000 repalr to a now.
er model dump truck this week, af-
ter an clectricat short caused the
truck to catch on fire In a public
works garage In December, A DPW
worker spotted the fire, which was
extinguished Immediately  before
spreading (o the garage, With the ex-
ception of $1,000, the repalrs are ex»
pected (o be covered by insurance,
cly offlelals said,

were run into the holes in place of
nails. The Jogs bear clean-cut
hatchet marks to create grooves in
the wood for a secure fit against the
wall and ceiling.

"Landscaping and pleasing
aesthetics 1s really what sells your

v.” Finsitver said.

g'l- as much credit to my
tenants

beautification
received as to
yself,” he said. “I have o keep the
property up but they pay for it. They
want it kept up just as much as [ do.™

for the
[ have

IN SEPTEMBER, Finsilver com-
pleted the 18,000-square-foot Court-
vard {fashion mall at 32500
Northwestern Highway, which he co-
owns with Tamara Friedman, owner
of Tamara's Institute De Beaute, lo-
cated there.

The Courtyard and the Ward Ea.
gle Office Park are two of Fin-
silver’s six Farmington Hills proper-

His other building< housc the busl-
nesses of Stewar* Travel, 30018 Orc-
hard Lake. Banker's Realty. 30038
Orchard Lake, Harper Associates,
29870 Middlebelt, and J.W. Korth

HANDY BORST/s1alf photogeapher

plans to use as a warehouse.

Capital Markets, 29905 Middlebelt.
He has wan many city beautification
awards within the last five years.

His pride and joy restoration
project stands in Rochester Hills —
the building occupied by St. Joseph
Merey Hospital's Merey Care Clinic
on S. Rochester Road, He received
the President’s Award tn 19BB from
Rochester Hills for the restoration.

” Lt £
This is a view of the old cobblestone barn that Stan Finsitver

ook’ sk

Finsilver also owns commercial
property in Royal Oak, Birmingham,
West Bloomfield, Novi and Troy.

‘The Michigan Historic Preserva-
tion Network will sponsor a state-
wide convention at the Botsford Inn
on May 11-12. It will include a show- |
case of preserved historic sites in |
Michigan such as the Ward Eagle
Office Park,

SUPER SAVINGS

MEN'S, MR. J AND BOYS'
FALL/WINTER APPAREL

Enjoy exceptional savings on men's sults, sport coats,
topcoats, outerwear, sweaters, sport shirts, activewear, shoes
for all occasions. Save, too, on school, dress and casual
indoor and outdoor clothing for Mr. J and boys. Hurry In now while
our storewide selection still has many options to offer,

WHILE QUANTITIES LAST

Jacobsons

Wo w—:womo Jagobson's Charge, MasterCard® and VISA? -
Shop untll 8 p.m. on Thursdey snd Fridsy. Uatil 8 p.m. on Mondsy, Tuesdsy, Wednesday and Saturday, "
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