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Farmington faces
10 percent hikes

lzation Division last week released
average for

When Farmington residents get
annual assessment notices in mld-
cbruary, thelr property witl ltkely
be warth more,

That means higher property tax-
s for 1990,

As in other citics throughout
Oakland County, resldents of
Farmington have watched thelr
. 4 pruperiies increase in value steadl-

. Iy over the past several years. City
K ur John Saller sald last week
residentlal values have Increased,
o the average, slightly more this
vear than in 1989,

"It depends on the properties —
for residential we usually stay with
{he nty,” Sailer said. “It’s been
A pretty steady movement.*

The city has completed its resi-
dential property analysis and Is In
the midst of comgleting commer-
. d industrla) property assess-
in the city, he said.
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“ALL INDICATIONS, {rom what
T hiear from Realtors, is that the
market is beginnlng to stabllize.
Sale prices are not golng up helter-
hetter like they once were. But we
are still playing to that market. 1f
the market slows down, that will be
rellected in the future,” Babb sald,

Fur assessment purposes, Babb
wsed a 24-menth sales study. That
includes housing sales in Farming-
ton Hllls during the last three quar-
ters of 1987, all of 1988 and the
first yuarter of 1989,

The assessment process deter-
inines the true cash value of prop-
©petty for the purpose of calculating
property laxes. City, school and
wounty tax rates are levled against
the assessed value of property. An
: ent Is generally 50 percent
1ol the “usual selling price” of a
1y house, for example.

Farmington Hills city* council-

cach community, including a 10
percent increase for the city of
Facmington. That compares with a
7.7 percent suggested average in-
crease countywide.

Last year, residential Increases
in Farminglon averaged 9 percent.

Some properties, Including a few
condominium developments in the
city, will see Increases as low as 5
percent, while certaln subdlvisions
may sce increases as high as 14
percent, Saiter sald.

Assessment increases are based
on real estate sales durlng n 24-
month perled ending last March.
Increases throughout the county
show a continued, strong market.

After Farmington resldents
recejve assessment notices, they
will have the right to appeal
through the Board of Review pro-
COess.

TIIE 1990 Board of Revlew is

man Aldo Vagnozzi, long concerned
with the effect increastng property
tax assessments are having on eld-
erly residents on flxed incomes,
isn't surprised by the 9 percent in-
crease. h

“Despite the fact that we are
pretty well built-up — B0-85 per-
cent — we stllf led close to the tap
in new construction in the county,"
he said. "It's another increasc. But
1 don't think we can keep golng this
way with thls kind of eycle. It's
golng to be tough again on our
homeowners,”

BABB COULD previde few de-
tails about the type of commercial
and industrial propertics that will
be hit with increases. But he said
he expected apartment complexes
to again escape increased assess-
ments. Apartments didn't recelve
Increases last year because of
heavy vacancies.

“Occupancies are starting to get

John Satler
cily assessor

slated to meet 9 am. to 5 pm.
Monday, March 12, and 2.5 p.m.
Wednesday March 14 Saller sald
the board would meet additional
days if appeals warrant the time,

1t is recommended that residents
wishing to make an appeal call city
hall for an for either

Hills resident recalls
WWII dream come true

Continued frem Page 1

tapes of war documentaries are at
casy re for visi Kory's
home. Patriutism also ra riori-
1y with Kory, who faithiully displays
the Asnerican flag outside his home
and on his nailbox.

"I tove the Marines. My heart goes
out every time | b out a PPana.
ma or an Kl Salvador,” he said,

His memory is vivid with the
sounds and smells of the fasnous bat-
tle and even conversations he had
with shipmates and the general
aboard his ship. e recalls the gener-
al telling Kory he shouid find
cover hecause as & teenager he was
far too young ta die.

AND IIE remembers the message
coming iteross that the Marines had
reached the top of Mt, Suribachi and
a flag would be raised. The gencral
teld Rory 10 ch history in the
making.

) never thought it would be
ry,” Kory said, adding he didn’

day: 474-5500.

‘Lower hikes expected in Hills

better but with the rent conces-
sions given, it stlll has an impact
on Income,” Babb sald.

Whlle Vagnozzi acknowledged
the 9 percent resldentlal increase
isn't as bad as In previous years,
he's keeping his fingers crossed
that legistators can develop some
kind of relle! for praperty owners.

He's hoping a good look s taken
at Gov. James Blanchard’s recent-
ly announced proposal te limit
praperty tax assessments to the an-
nual rate of inflatlon. Vagnozzi also
would like to see the state Legisla-
ture increase the maximum $1,200
state praperty tax rebate to a fig-
ure based on increases that have
taken place In property values and
assessments.

“Young familles are moving in
and older familles are staying on.
The assessments are a real burden
on them. A major change is needed,
It will need legislative action,”
Vagnozzl added,

:[rial set on fondling charge
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I tinished taking my speed test,”
aid. “1 was nervous. This had
et happencd to me before™

THE STUDENT then left the room
wd went down the hall, where she
M a teacher about the incidents.
wou adults, the learning center

toward her chest area as if descrlb-
ing the problem.

Prosecutors had requested Fri-
day’s examination be closed to the
public, a motlon opposed by Detrolt
defense attorney Gai! Benson and
denied by Harris.

Benson argued that the student's
testimony was “clearly a lle,” and
wondered aloud about why she was

her and another parap

well as about six students were

$in the room at the time of the al-

cged Ineidents, accerding to testi-
¢

wny,
Fifth-grade teacher Nancy Hell-
v festified the student came to
er on Nov. 9, said “ ‘the man In that
ain touched me',™ then gestured
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able to p her test without
flinching.

“She didn't skip a beat. She dldn‘t
make a She didn't move. She
didn’t do anything,” Benson said.
“What this young woman describes
Is an unbappy school circumstance, |
think it's Incredible a court could
bind this over."

I

TINT TOUCH-UPS

fer e
HIRNE 1AM G OLKY MORL.

12 PRl

¢ 538-7044

L
& Noxus S=

27716 7 Mia Rd, 2 Biccks WWest of Inkste
Men-Sat. 8 am.-6 pm.

Tyntes 24

TSR

20292 Middlcbelt

HARDEN | Livania

=== Classic Interiors

Fine Furniture

... Where you'll find
Michigan's largest
collection of Brand Numes
ever assembled

under one roof.

(South of 8 Mile Ronad)
M.Th.F 0:30.9.00 « T,W.S0 9.30.5:30

. 18829 Farmington Road
Livonia.. Micligan 48152

.- Phone: 478-7860

have anhritls’

ANEMIA IN ARTHRITIS .
V/hy does youv doctor check your red blood count if you

First, medicines used lo froat anthritis can cause blood i
loss, and second, the arthrils iisalf, particolarly rehumatoid
arthritls, can stop the bone martow from producing red blood cells,
il you havo anemla accompanying ng arthiils, and your rad bload colls arg
" thon possily

is {milating your stomach and

causing you to Joso blood.
It may
findings could rof

ba that nou are anemic, and your fed blood calls are "macrocytic.” These
loct that your arthritis mnld}clnu 18 Intarfering with r:hu maturation
s witl

of your red blood cells, Such
thorapy.

rw ara not mak
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2 \compmod 1o the knowladgoe gained.

it ypoyu arg anemic, nd your ed blood calla are doscribed as “normochromlc,
normocytic™, then the red cols that you are making are narmal. Tho prablem is thal
dng enough of 1hem. This situation occurs when the arthritis Hself
intorferes with bono marrow preduction of blood cells,

Thus, taking your blood counts hefps your doctor assess both tho side offocts of | .
therapy and the Impact of the c% ition Hself, The cost of such tasting Is lmnD

Diabetes isa major contributor

to heart disease, kidney disense

and blindness. So when you

support the American Diabetes

Association, you fight some a
the worst disenses ot

our time. .

photo untid twa tmonths

golng to pul up a higger flag at
noon.”

Kory has hls own theory of why
the Americans won the battle. “Per-
sonally, 1 think the flame thrower
won the battle.”

The Americans used (lame
throwers as they made thelr way up
Mt. Suribachi. In fact, he said, some
history books show Japanese soldiers
burned at thelr posts.

Kory is full of details about Iwo
Jima that aren’t necessarily com-
nion knowledge about the battle and
the men who feught.

Fur instance, Kory asked, how
many know that when the Japanese
commander ordered 500 troops to
take down the American flag and re-
Kain contre] of Mt, Suribachi, it was
a company of black soldiers who
stopped them in their tracks.

"They were the only ones who got
a presidential unit citation for lws
Jima,” Kory said.

KORY RECALLS first news of the
atoniic bomb when it was d.rpx\plt‘-d

ankee " The
S I d at 9 aum, “Then
4 message came down that we were

liter in the

on and 8 . He
wasn't devastated by the news. “It
was enjoymenl. 1 didn’t know about

Rape suspect plans
to enter guilty plea

Continued from Page 1

Psycho-ncurological  1ests
ducted on Szeman recently showed
that a head injury he sustained in a
1984 car accident did not impaic
brain or motor functions.

“We've run through a)) the testing,
and there is no explanation for what
happened. He is going 1o have 1o live
with what he did,” Kaluzny said,

At Szeman's preteial examination
in December, Kajuzny indicated that
he would be willing to enter into a
plea bargain. Slevin immediatety re-
sponded that it was nat a possibility.

“It came down to either we go to
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vourt for @ trial or we plead.”
Kaluzny said, “With the sumber of
counts, he would Bave been conviet-
ed of a1 least one, maybe more be-
cause there swere some pretly strong
cases agalnst bim."

Prasecutor Slevin said Friday he
would not comment on ihe ¢

Should Templin impose a sentence
at the Feb. 2 hearing, Szeman won't
be able to begin serving time in
Michigan for at least a decade.
Kaluzny expects him te return to
Ohio to serve a 58-year minimum
sentence on a rape cenviclion there,

“Ete'll be eligible for release after
10 years, but I don't expect him to e
let out that carly.” Kaluzny said.

it wmtil a flash came ver the radio.”

At the tinie, Korywas in the Phil.
ippines with other yilors preparing
for the invasion of dpan. “We prac.
ticed landings foriwo wecks, We
were ready and thn they dropped
the bomb. 1f not, w: would have eas-
ily lost 1 million tnn.”

After ibe bumb were dropped,
Kory recalled, hisship got as close
a5 30 miles fromdiroshima, “They
wouldn't let anyon get any closer,

Kory also recids the Jasting ef-
tects of Iwo Jimion many soldiers.
With constant fiing and bombings
for days on end, rany soldiers would
drop 10 the fluo:for cover when «
hammer or book were accidentally
drapped.

“Alter the wr,
death the
drop an atomn

SC:
¢ were poing to
ie bmb here,” he said.
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Eleven million people in the U.S. have diabetes.
But almost half of them don’t know it.
Untreated, diabetes can lead to heart disease,
kidney disease, blindness and gangrene.

And for 150,000 people each year, it leads to

death.
That's why you should be aware of the symptoms
of diabetes: blurred vision, excessive thirst and fre-
quent urination are just some of the warning signs.
Because the sooner you find out if you have diabetes,
the more likely you are to get it under control, before
complications set in,
Finding out you have diabetes can be scary. But
not finding out can be fatal.
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