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Hills plans review of city attorney’s services

By Joanno Mallszaweki
slaft writor

and consulting firms should be invited to

make presentallons.

er ather law flrms,

Continued from Pago 1

The clty councl! Monday post-
« poned action on the proposal to glve
+ Acho time to clarify the document’s
+ language.

s “It {sale to minors) Is something
) that has to be stopped now before It

: Farmington Hllls city attorney Paul Bi-
+ beau says he doesn’t mind that his services
and werk performance are to be reviewed,
even though the clty councll will also consid-

“My experlence is that it's nol common
(for municipalities) ta call in other altor-
neys. But 1 don't think Its a bad thing to take
. a look at comparable services,” Blbeau satd.

The city council will begln reviewing both
the city attorney and city planning consult-
ant Claude Coates as soon us clty manager
Willlam Costlck determines which law firms

Crackdown irks
liquor licensees

council members, op)

was clected Nov, 7, 1989,

nance, city offlelals are expected to
tnvestigate the city’s 83 liquor tlcen-
sces as they come up for rencwal in
April.

"An analysls should be prepared
of which licensees are causing a det-
riment to the health, safety and wel-
fare of the dl;

. becomes a crisls, Our 17
! can be the teader,” sald

y r
selling alcohol to minors,” Acho said.
the § Ibatl

+ Terry Sever, who was
+ in developing the new efforts.

1 Matley sald he and other leensces
vexpect to offer public comments
t Feb. 12, even though 2 public hcar-
+ing Is not required for ordinance
+ adoptlon. &

. “This is not a zoning text change
1 50 a publle hearing is not nccessary,”
+ clty attorney Paul Blbeau said.

. The proposed ordInance and other
1 strong efforts stem from city offi-
1 cials’ disappointment over what they
! say Is a poor record by liquor licen-
: sees In the city's undercover liquor
w crackdowns.

IN THE latest Dec. 15 undercover
operation, 16 restauranis and bars
. and two package liquor stores were
“ ticketed for selling alcohol to arn un-

dercover police cadet younger than
. 21, the legal drinkling age.
As stated in the proposed ordi-

F g city
administeators are expected to set
public hearlngs for those licensces
deemed “unflt to matntain the privi-
lege of selling alcohel™ in the clty.

Following a publle hearlng, which
Acho suggested should be scheduled
when there Is no regular city councll
meetlng, eouncil members would de-
cide whether a liquor license should
be revoked. The councll could also
put a licensee on probation or work
out a compromise, Acho added.

LICENSEES WOULD be allowed
to bring their attorneys to the public
hearings, provide evidence and “‘con-
front any adverse witnesses." Acho
suggested the city council should de-
liberate carefully and not make a
declslon immediately followlng the
public hearing.

“There’s so much involved. It
would be my hope that if you take

;Tech company upgrad

The Farmington Hills-based Ad-
vanced Center for Technology Train-
ing has revised its currleulum to
mieet the needs of more public school
districts, the company announced.

Since 1985, ACTT has been an in-
dependent company that works with

tocal and county school districis,
community colleges and companles
across the country, offering hands-on
technelogy training.

New instructional units have been
developed 1o use with existing school
courses in mathematies, physics, so-

But council members Nancy Bates and
Jonathan Grant, two of the three newest
ed the reviews and
Invittng other firms for presentations,

Speaking speelfically about Blbeau's flrm,
Larson, Wright, Harms & Bibeau, which rep-
resents the cily, Grant said he doesn't feel he
has served on the council long cnough to re-
view legal services or Blbeau's work. Grant

BIBEAU JOINED the new law flrm early
last year after he disbanded hls firm, Bren-
nan, Bibeau & Pochlman, Last July, the new

Hills shapes fight against sale to minors.

explres June 30.

tirms by carly 1990,

firm was glven 1 one-year contract, which
When the contract was glven, council
open the job (o presentations {rom other

But Grant sald Monday he has recelved
mixed signals from his council colleagues.
Either the reviews are routine policy or “we
are reviewing because we are dissatisficd
with the current serviee,” he satd,

Seme council members sajd they were sat-

isfled wlith the law firm's service. Others
said there have been enough questions about
the servlces in the past year that a review Is

needed.

“There have been some problems,” Mayor
Jean Fox sald; referring to a controversy  sald.
last spring over trees cut down by Harold
Larson a week before the city's new tree
protectlon ordinance tock effect.

Other council members, such as Terry
Sever, sald he is satisfied with Bibeau's and
the new flrm's work. I think It's unfair to sit
here and make comments about our current
counsel,” he sald.

SEVER SAID a review wlll reaffirm the
good service he believes the law firm Is pro-
viding. “That process will show we are get-

Col
aced

ting a pretty good bang for our buck,” S;vcr

uncilman Ben Marks argued forthe
10 review cily advisers, including the

attorney, to let the public know tle councli Is
“nat always staylng with the status quo.”,

Councllman Lawrence Lichiman sald he
supports the clty attorneys, dut belicves
more than a enc-year contract should be glv-
cn so attorneys can plan thelt services,
agree. I don't want to go into this thing look-

ing for flaws in the armor of Larson, Wright,

Harms & Bibeau.” .

Public meetings with any new law or
planning firms have not yet been scheduled,

By Joanno Mallszoweki
staff wrller

Farmington Hilis City Councll’s
derislon to revoke liquor licenses
isn't the only weapon to be used In
the fight against selling alcohol to
minors.

“Selllng to mtrors Is a significant
problem, It's a problem we have not
been effectively dealing with in the
past. All of these new clforts arc ap-

propriate and will assist us in cur-
tailing the sale to minors,” Farming-
ton Hills Police Chief William Dwy-

er said.

City officials will take the follow-
ing actlon:

® The cily attorney will aggres-
sively prosecute, in the 47th Distrlet
Court In Farmingten, llcensces who
sell to minors, The aggressive prose-
cution includes no pleas to lesser
charges without a complete state-
ment of the incldent and what of-

forts a licensee made to prevent an

employec {rom selling to minors.
® The city's special counse] will
appear at ecach Michigan Liguor
Control Commission hearing to en-
courage the suspension of licenses on
a first violation of sellicg to minors.
Liquor contro) commlssloners will
be encouraged to give substantial
Including ion, for

crackdowns, violaters are charged
untler local ordinanee and stole law,
which is enforced by the liquor con-
trol commission. .

& The city will require that all 1.
censees have all employces who sell
aleohalic beverages attend mandato.
ry training at the Farmington Hills
Police Department. Four programs

repeat offenders.
In the city’s undercover liquor law

are scheduled for March wilh a
training program planned for each
month after that, Dwyer said.

action It won't be by simple majori-
ty," Acho said, adding any decision
should be put tn writing.

Same council members questioncd
whether the council’s authority to re-
voke lleenses would be infringing on
the Michlgan Liquor Control Com-
mission’s powers.

“They (state liquor commission-
ers) would ke to believe they are
separate and can make our deeci-
stons, Municipalities control (llquor)
licenses. The state merely enforces
rules and regulatlons,” Acho sald.

If the city council provides liquor
licensees with due process before a
decision to revake, “they (liquor
commissioners) are duty-bound to
honor it if it is done legitimately.
The adversarlal relationship Is with
the lcensee, not the state of Michi-
gan,” Acho contlnued.

es training

cial studies and technology cduca-
tion. Each package comalns a stu-
dent workhook, currleulum guides
and Instrucionat aides for teachers.

Previously, ACTT offered only a
lengthier, 180-hour curricuium.

Answer: Before you need one!

No matter how healthy you are, anyone can fall victim to an un-
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an unusual apporiunity to save on a megrificent selection of
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The entire

DREXEL ans HERITAGE
upholstery collection is

nov on sale at
. saings of 30% -

...Dining Room
Furniture

..Living Room’
Furniture

...Bedroom

Furniture

...Carpeting and

| Area Rugs

expected accldent or sudden {liness, When that happens, IU's nice to have
a personal physician you can tum to. Someonc who knows your medical
history and can promptly respond o your medlcal necds.,

Finding the right physlcian isn't casy. That's why St. Mary Hospital
established a no cost, no obligation, physictan referral service. Our repre-
sentatives can help you find the right physician spectalist near your home
or work, who has convenlent office hours and accepts your insurance plan.
If you desire, you can even be connecled to the physician’s offlce for an
appointment. Best of all, the physlician is affillated with St. Mary Hospital
of Livonfa. St. Mary has been providing quallty care to area residents for
aver 30 years.

So, before you look for a physician (n Lhe yellow pages, or compile
a confusing Iist of names and telephone numbers from [riends, call

St. Mary Hospital
Physician Referral Service
464-WELL .

()
@ ary Hospital
I e
aceCar th1ve
s ar0n
Bt, Mary Hospltal 8t, Mary Health 8t, Mary Jlcaith
Pamily Medical Ceater Cara Centaer « Livonla Cara Centar - Northrille
19338 Merriman KA. 9001 Hiddle! A
Hronia, Mishigen 45102 Lirenis, Michigun 49150

474-2010 421-1162

i ..L.amps and
i Accessorles
i -Wall and Window
i Decor

i ...Re-upholstery.
..Bidding and Wallpaper,

Everything in our beautiful shgwrom is now sale }Priced:
including both Drexel's and Huitage's Formal Frenchy
Collections as well as Drexel's nev Contemporary group, §

; all at 30% savings. A stroll throtgh our sparkiing room_’
h settings will be worth your whimlndeed as many new:
; 1990 introductionshave just been added.

Competitive pricing, extended terms, free devery and set-up, plus_

, complimentary interior design service andfull year's service are”
! Just some of the advantages of shopling at our full-service
showcase store.5ale ends March 4th.

Ray Interiors

Michigan's first Deexel licritage

store
476-7272 * 33300 Slocum Drive » Farmington

Open Tues., Wed., Sat. 9:30 to 5:30; Mon,, Thurs., Fri. 9:30 to 9:00; lun. 12:00 to 4:00
“Keriing the Metro Area Simee 1IN




