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Faxon plans to ‘hold the fort’ for schools

By Jan Jeffros
stafl welter

As the ol an als

special education, vocational educa-
Lior and transportatinn,
The anput of w change of tha

fluent suburban distrlel, state Sen
Jack Faxon, D-Faramngion il
seribes his positlon for the yea
shead as holding the fort.

“A lot of what I'm goiny to do is
delend ‘our turf{ and hold on to what
we have There strong sense of
attack against the out-of-formuta
(sehool distriets. There redistri-
butien of weallh concept,” Faxun
said

Faxon said 1hat Gov. James
Blanchard’s budget proposals for fis
cal year 19901991 will inclule the
propusal that eut-of-formuls school
districts will pay Sociat Security for
teachers, which could cost a distriet
several wmillion dollars per year. In
addition, Faxon sald that the gover.
nor will: propose to eliminate cate-
gonical payments made by the stats
to the school districts, including fi
nancial asssstance in areas such ay

would be extravedunarily
dramnatic,” he said.

THE ASSISTANT minvrity floor
leader in the state senate, Faxon
s Disteict 15 which cavers
Novi, Southfield, Farmuinglon, Farm-
inglon Hills and Beckley, He js a 19-
year veteran of the state senate who
previously served as a state repre.
sentative for six years. Fazon is up
for re-clection in 1990,

Faxon's answer to maintainiag o
quality level in the state's school s
Lems i Senate Bill 570, introduced
on October 1989, anich calls fur w
consolidation ot e exsting 350
schoal disteiets. Under this system,
no school disteict woulit be seatler
than 2,000 students, which would
bring the number of distrwets 1o the
state down to Jesy than 250,

“By redvawang the boundarics, wa
retnve @ Lot of dupneaton of set-

viees and favilties. 1's a bl that's
provaked  considerable  discussion
among the schiogl and business com-
twunilies In Farnmington, the schoot
systeis has supported 1," Faxen
saitd, adding that the bill is also sup-
parterd by the Oakland County Cham-
ber of Commiere

“Right now, we have many dis-
tricts below 500 1 ereates units that
are unable to provide the appropri-
ate skills for work i the 21st centu-
ty

Education fits intu the particular
nlere: xon takes in quality of
hie issues, Including the arts, histor-
i preservation, grants to communl-
ues, care of the elderly and the right
of an individual to decide in advanee
2 his or her Jife should be artificially
prolonged.

“T've been a strong supporter for
stale recognritin for alternatives for
the care of the fra) elderly, alterna-
uve 1o Indepesdant i
ng but * Faxon s.
more at home care of elderly,

Series on alcohol and

The 16 Catholic parishes in the
Farmingtun-Southficld Vicariate are
hsting a {ive-part scries called “A)-
coll & Drugs: Use and Misuse™ a1
Merey High Schuul in Farmington
Hills. The series began Tuesday.

The informational series is open to
people of all ages from throughout
the metrepolitan area. It is present-
o by lleary Ford Health System's
Maplegeove Chemical Dependency
Treatment  Centers. Mercy  High
>chool is un 11 Mite at Middicbelt,

Thae first program featured Maple-
Comanunity Education mana-
Wenger, who spoke on "The

of Chemical Dependency:
Early indicators, progression and
physical complications.”

THE SERIES will continue on
four successive Tuesdays at 7:30
p-m. through Feb, 20 with the follow-
g prograrms:

Jan. 30: “lmpact on the Fami-
Charles Weddle, rusidential
1. Maplegrove.

® Feb 6 “Aleohal, Drugs und
Teel ampact on the adolescent. in-
dicaters and progression of the dise
ease.” Mary Kay Mewer, coardinator,
Maplegrove Youth Treatment Cen-
ter, Recovering 1eens will take part
in the presentation.
® Feh. 13 “Interventtnn -- A
ay 1o caahle the chemically de-
pendent person to aceept help.” Bar-
baru Foster, Maplegrove Interven-
tisn Program. A recovering family

\\|II Like parl in the presentation.

20 “Our Christian Com-
lu\pon\u - What can we
Southheld .lullgv Stephen Coo-
o1 Atth Dastrict Conrt, moderator
will (nclude recuvering
. copununity and youth
Teaders, treatment professlonals and
educators

“ALCONOL AND drug use is a
concern of many families and a
probivi for inany famihes We hope
tose who need answers 10 their
quustiony abuut the subject wil get
thein and we wiso hope that people
whu need assitance will find oul
where to turn through this series,”
sard Tom Frommeyer, head of the
Christian Service Commission of St.

“I have a series of bills involved
with helping people care for the ¢ld-
erly.”

The state senator’s mother, who is
almost 91, lives with him in his
Farmington Hills home.

FAXON SPONSORED Senate Bill
135 In February 1989, which would
allow an individual to make choices
in advance as to how his or her life
will be maintained. If passed, the
law would allow someonc to write a
“living will” stating a wish not to re-
main  huoked-up 1o life support
cquipment [f death would be other-
wise inininent,

“Michigan is one of the few states
in the country that doesn’t have leg-
istation to determine the extent to
which heroles can be used 1o extend
a life)" Faxon suid, "When your
death 1s imminent, you don't want to
be hooked up to machinery and kept
maintained for weeks in an uncon-
scivus state simply because the tech-
nology is available. It's allowing

people to tnake their own decisions.”

“T think it's got a very good
chanee 10 go this year, It many not
be my bill, it may be anather bill.”

“1 believe in choice for adl people.
Womnen should be able to make a
choice a3 to how t ant their bod.
ies used.”

A sirong supporter of the arts,
Faxon said he hupes to push through
he state budget increases in funding
for major cultural institutions such
as the Michigan Opera Theater, the
Detreit Institute of Arts and the De.
treit Symphony Orchestra.

“The governor's recommmendations
for the last couple years have re-
mained [lat. I've Leea trymg to up
iL,” he said.

Faxon serves un the state senate’s
subcommittee on transportation, an
arca vital to the (nterests of Qakland
County residents

“The need 1o recognize enormous
growth in this steu requires that we
have in place ruad systems that can
hindle our trathe so we don't bee

Sen. Jock Faxon

come totally gridlucked,” he said.

He supports the development of
new roads like the Haggerty Connec-
tor. aat simply the repair and widen-
g of existing roads

drug abuse under way

Michacel's Parish in Southfivld
Frommeyer has co-chaired the Vi
cariate organizing cutnniitiee for the
“Arc You Concerncd suries with
Lois Letwin of 51 Aleasuded's 1ar
hn w Furmingten Hills,
‘v also hope that the series will
plant the seeds of action among the
munbua of the partteipating et
" he said.

Wther partleipating parishes are.
St Beatrice, St. Bede, Divine Provie
denee, St. lves (Seuthfield); $1. Clare
of Assisi, St. Colman, St. Fabian. St
Gerald, Qur Lady of Sorrows (Faru
ingtun/Farminglun  Hells).  Holy
Fumily, $t. James (Novi): St. Joseph
(South Lyon): Other participants are
Mercy High Schoal and the Duns

Commissioner outlines county’s goals

Uakland  County comnussjones
Donn - Wolf,  R-Farmington  He
spoke 1o the Farmington Rotary
Club abuut the duties and problems
of a county commusstun, “the mys
tery government.”

Wolf cxplained the cveryday
workings of the commission and out.
lined four major areas of concern
(hat Oakland County will face in the
next decade: solid waste, law ¢n
furcement. roads and a code of eth
s

“These arcas stem from our rapid
krowth in the county and must be ad-
dressed on both a short and leng
feem basis,” Wolf said.

He pointed out that peeded ine
creased  government services will
ROLnean o tax mcrease, ‘The mil-
rate will remain the s
mills, and I'm prowl of that”
sind.

Woll sald addressing groups and
urganizations, along with & quarterly

16
Wolf
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PROGRAMS: Readin
Sylvan
Learning

* Mach ¢

fran L2 Corboraton

10 ve thed 1t all the discipline, the futars, the monnoring of homework
tin seemungly endless ¢onferences with toachers and counselors. But
nomning can get your family's spirts off the ground laster than Ihe hope
wisd help you tind at Sylvan Learming Centers.

Sylvan Learning Conters ate a group of privale neighborhoad educational
wenlers gogigned (o halp your ¢hdd do betier in school. We test in order to
winpomt 1he speciic arpas in which your child nceds help. And wo attack
the problemm wilh an individually designed program. Posdive matvation,
fnendly encouragoment, an exporiance of succoss nght rom the stan, ang
inginidualized attention make all the difforence.
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ol gaialzer Aot 4 walanatil
1y Eduvation. 1t hay been Blveh il
more than 25 comnmunities (n south-
eust Michigan. reaching more than
20,000 preople [ has been teanslated
nte Arabie, Chaldean and Spajsh,
“Though its purpase 1 primarily ed
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Don't miss this special eent

Friday, January 26,
3010 Coolidge Huy
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Matropolitan Prosthetie and Onthiti, Ing.
*Masteetomy Open House
from 9.0 am tad tipm

Tar More Information Phene:

For More Infurmation Phone: (310) $21-8400

METROPOLITAN

Prosthetic & Orthotic, Tne,

ucattunal, it has often helped 1o spur
locul communities and groups like
Farmides 1 Action to continee the
educational process both for parents
ana young  peaple  said - Nancy
Mlilile cuntdialor of Whe series lor
Maplegrove.

For information en nther comimu-
Wby cduvatiin programs, sz adult
and adolescent treatment services of
Maplegrove, call 6616160
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