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' OUGHER SANCTIONS will give Farm-

. ington Hills’ crackdown on liquor law

. enforcement more efotit. Make no mis.
take about that.

So we support the ceatral theme of a plan out-
<lined by the ¢ity’s special cotmsel to curtail the
- sale of aleoho] 10 ming

The plan calls for the city:

o Tu aggressively prosecute anyone who sells

aleohol to minors.

® To hold a show-cause hearing for licensees

with repeated violitions.

® To revoke or recommend suspension of lis

censes in ant cat

@ To require licensees to have employees who

sell aleohol to go theough mandatory training
provided by the police
® To develop an ordinance that deals specifi-
cally with the handling of licensees who selt al-
cohol to minors

' t thit the show-citse hearings be
3 1. wlen the cit
quor licenses come up for rencwat, Renewal
must no loager be eol ered autotnidic — by
ity dieen: s or Lhe state

WE ECRO councilinan Terry Sever's belief
that the Mickigan Liquer Control Commission
been consistently soft™ on vifenders through
its reluctance to suspend licenses — perhaps the
most effective penally of all.
Why not couple &t steep fine, $750 to $1,000,
with & Stiff suspension, 15-. for licenst
whose busin

ses repeatedly violate the taw? It
worth underscoring that selling aleohol is a prive
ilege ~— not a right.

Meanwhile, employees who  shuw  calloos
disregard for the law should be aggressively pro-
- seeuted in 47th District Court, where they face a
maximum penalty of $500 and 90 days in jail. A
hefty fine and even jail time should be handed
. down for repeat offenders.

Minors who pos: ateohol — and ultineately
their parents — also should face strong puni
ment. Stat ate Bill 629 calls for minors in

AT TCOLEMAN Young does reganding
threatened police Xivotts i Detrot s
OF Breal coneern to our commumties

e when the metion loveses on
Michigan. i1s eyes ave on Detroit

The rest of 1he caurry doesn’t know much
ahout Biemingham ar Livonia. When @ hear
about this region of southeastern Michigan.
least Tately. it hears ahout taying agt puliee

Don't lay olt the police. A st reng police loree
i Delroit benetits more than Just that cuy

Redford and Southtield. two communities in
1wo counties that share barders with Detroit,
need cooperation to continue tighting crine and
drug battles. It all interested parties do their
part. at e v's hope. Otherwise, i weik
Tink in the ehamn comtd set eversone hack.

Even some ot aur eommumties that don't
share borders with Detroit. such Troy or
Plymouth, sull hive oflicers that siee goud lines
of communication with Detroit police to solve
rea erimes. Fewer officers means the remain-
ing members ol the loree will be [oreed to oher
put work aside or torget about it entirely.

That’s just on the law entorcement end

SOMEONE, SOMEWHERE, probabiy during
ive ‘703, peaned the phirase, TeCPLIOLL

s I Want to believe Young when
e, eonme on in and enjuy it

S reports hightight other reatities and Rive us
a different perception — that of o o weighed
down wilh violent crime, requent shomings.
muggin, nd perv;

e drug fie,

Politics aside, it's hard 10 ageept ask invitation
1o go to dinner or & play in o ity that has more
+ than its share of prablems now. not to speak of

how those problems could ¢
shed force.

That doesn’t mean the suburbs don't have
crime problems. Property eriines are ative and
well in Oakland County; Erisly murders or car
hombings are not snlieard of in western Wayne
Cmmnty,

We alse havy

ate with o dianin.

share of extremely
crimes and eriminals, such as Steve Szeman, who
is accused of a String of sexua aults in Oak-
land County and is expected to plead Luil
He already has been sentenced for
crime in another state,

violent

similar

ALL THIS MEANS one thing: erime is very-
ts guard down,

A few years ago during cuthacks, Michigan
State Police were brought in te patro) the free-
» ways in Detroit because there weren't enough of-
+ ficers to handle the job.
¢+ All communities benefit from state police pa-
: trols; they augment services that would be se-
verely missed in some communities. One might

Liguor laws
Stronger sanctions are must

=olice layofis
City’s actions affect suburbs

i's worth underscoring that
selling alcohol is a privilege —
not a right,

pussession t pay a fine of $100-8500, up sub-
stantially tram the current $25.

TOREN PENALTIES arent eaough, Heek,

we're not talking sabeut relatively insignificant
oltenses,

Would you like to be driving along a winding,
twielane road toward an vneoming car driven by
i teen enjoying the high frone an itlegally pur-
chiased six-pack of beer or carafe of wine?

No licensee can aceuse Farmington Hills of
suddenly coming down hard aftel X
enforeing liguor laws. Polic
well-publicized. uadercover
1986 — ana 1te of two a vear.

Lost amid the controve surrownding nse of
police cadels decoys in (he stings is o key
: the city isn‘t arbitrarily trying (o put bars,
S party stores out of business or doe-
prive owners of their livelihood.

1t’s simply trving 10 prevent the sale of alcoliol
to minors — semething 70 percent of the licen-
sees tend to do on a regular basis,

Remember: the burden is on ticensees to card
every young adult. no matter how old they look,
Patron adtitudes, meanwhile, must change to ac-
cept earding as a routine part of dining ont.

Restavrant owners argue that teens in search
oliol are more apt to test a party store. Bt
v're overlooking it Farmington Hills is
home to teens with plenty of cash to spend in fine
rants. No licensees can ever et down their

stings since late

d.
iffer tine:
cense revoeations, jail time — tougher sanctions
all — must be invoked when warranted if strong-
er hiquor law entoreement is to truly work.

s, longer license suspensions, li-

The rest of the country doesn't
know much about Birmingham or
Livonia, When it hears about this
region of southeastern Michigan,
at least lately, it hears about
laying off police.

questtn the balatee of rerouting patrols ima
Detragt ansteqal ot alone 1-69% Farimngton
Ehils

Farnmngton s 05 just as deserving as e
Lot and viee versa, of tiose etibanced patrols

DEVELOPMENT AND BUILDING up De-
trmt are two more good ressons to keep the foree
ntact

EUs no seeret that & bon of suburban developers
have bl or are approached about buildisg.
[ nd living quaters in Detrot

Satets 15 o major concern wien the 1ssue on
the tahle is whether or 2 to invest millions in
Detrort: Mike iteh ot Bloomfield 1ills did just
that. revamping the Fox Theatre and moving
Lattle (. rsoont of Furmingten Hitls and inte
the adjacent oftiee building. But others might am
be so optiniistic or condident withomt 3 feohing ot
sat

T might be one sinail example i itsell 1o
consider, T keep the Fox safe during budget
cuthiacks un thue force, ot will have to be
redireeted bont olhey stratin an
already in system of cov and leave an-
wiher aren ol the eny more vulneeahle than it
bt need 1o he

BUT THERE'S ONE mare reason that should
be mentioned. Thinning out the ranks Hty put
mare atlicers at visk of personal injury. t's
sumething we never want o see happen, bt the
ehanee is Hiere

< stafting in
. tension and then un-

s, high temipe
i,
Nl el t

ic
fortuninte 5

1 mateh the sadness of
watching pulice olficers trom Detroit, the sub-
wrhs we ser il outstate areas lining ap for
the Tun nificer slain in the line of duty.
Maybe there direet correlation between
fewer police and inereased ineidents of personal
injury. bt it certainly increases the el nees.
No-one wants to sce that happen.
of Detrait, the communities that want o enjoy
and lend support to the ¢ nit the police them.
Ives, we'd like 1o see the mayor find ay
balanee his budget withont laying off police offi-
cers, :
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Must be a better way
to reward our young

IMAGINE  GETTING up one
morning, tooking i the mirror and,
nstead of seeing that us happy
mug, you see the face that you tated
around two des ago
: happened 10 me
1 sat in Risen Chris
theran Chureh down on Ann Arhor
Hoad in Plymouth Township. Oh o,
B wisn't any kind of out-of-body or
supernpatural - experience.  Nothing
like

Itw
real.

[t made me realize how much too
willing 1lns caunlry is to sacrifice its
young in

As services ended [ stood up,
turned around and was faced with
young man in military uniform.
Army ta be exaet. Nothing unus
aboul that Lols of Kids in the ser-
the hadge he ware
that mide a difference.

Few in the Army wear 3t. None of
the other branches give it. So it
stands vut. And it was the badge that
made me see myself 24 vears ago

s mueh simpler. Much more

SOMEWHERE TUCKE
o drawer 15 that same S
tarnished and its blue paint s
¢hipped around the edges. Oceasion-
ally § run across it, gaze at it for a
few scconds and put at back. 10 be
found yet anather day.

You do ave o be a hero o
wear this badge. No, you just have

) away in
adge. It's

=

shiw up, be o the night place and
stay alive The Army calls 11 ihe
Combat Tafantry Badg rommonly
seferred to by grunts as o CIR

It you're sn combat, you get to
wear a CIB.

‘oull see some of them around,
now Maybe you've seen them al
ready Our young soldiers who g
ueipated in the Pannania

tary antrusion will be wearing thetn
Just sa you know., the CIB is blue -
fantry calors), rectangular with a
ffle in the middle, surrounided by o
wreith,

Obviously this young man stand.
105 in church was proud. Aad he did
Tonk good. @)1 polished and shined. |
remember eing proud and polished
and shined when | wore my CIB the
first tine home from Vietnarmn,

This week the Observer & Eccen-
1rie carried first hand accounts from
local soldiers who recently returned
trom Py Like myselt 21 v
o, they were proud

nd sere th
what they had done was the right
thing

Lavol Marine Lance Cpt. Rich-
Sudz explained his feelings.
‘hen we went on supply runs,
wherever we went, the peopie were
crlebrating, thanking us,” he sapl.
remetnbered  walking through
1he vl of Vietnam 21 years agn
amd Ahe people thanking us. Then |
reniembered  walking thraugh the

Steve
Barnaby

villuges of Vietnam last Novemntier
Mng e peaple in control of their
own country for the Nirst tme and
heing prowd and free from colonigl
rule

It made me wonder how fung 1
will befare Central America is ftee
from Amenean military dumination.

And then U thought of all the dead
young men whose na are im-
fonted on the Vietnam War Memno-
ral m Washington, D.C, and the
yuung men who went (o Manama Ja
year and came home for Christmas

CITs don't mean a thing of vou-re
Qead, pot even 21 years later

Stere Barnaby ts nianagnag ed-
wor uf the Ohserver & Foeentrie
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King article
is uplifting

To the editor:

Cheers to the Observer for pub-
lishing such an uplifting article on
the front page of the Jan. 18 paper
("Sharing A Dream"” — the story of
the second graders at Flanders Ele-
mentary on Martin Luther King Jr.
Day)

Cheers, also, to Mike Flanagan
and the Farmington schoo) district
for encouraging good use withie the
district to salute onc of the
peacemakers of our time.

The creative use of the day in
schioo] seems to far surpass just giv-
ing the chlldren a “day off,” with
only brief recognition of the reason
for its importance.

Pam Wright,
Farmington

Qutreach — a
terrific plus

To the editor:

My mother participates In the Kan
Doo Stroke Club at the Mercy Can.
ference Center. We are deeply grate.
{ul for this outreach program.

The Tuesday morning meelings
are well organized and always well
attended. The suceess is due to the
pralseworthy attitudes and efforts of
the attendees and the loving support

Steve Barnaby managing ediior

Dick [sham general manager

Judith Doner Berne assistant managing editor

of the volunteer staff.

Tn addition to Informatlve speak-
ers, the social activitles and sharing
of resources in difficult sltuations
have provided strength to peaple
who tmake the effort to be present.
We espectally appreclate the use of
the van and the driver, the lunch and
the excellent planning behind the
scenes.

Elaine Roy,
Farmiogton Hills

Ban spurs
questions

To the editor:

I live less than a mile from the
private Community Center and the
city's Heritage Park. ! have heard
one of the center’s outdoor concerts
from my back yard. I have also
heard outdoar concerts sponsored by
the city in Heritage Park.

1 do not argue with the claim that
a few of these concerts were “loo
loud,” because “loudness” is rela-
tlve. What is “4oo loud” for one may
not be “too loud” for anather,

Several additional facts we must
remember: In 1988, the planning
commisslon approved the center's
construction of an outdoor bandshell,
knowlng it was to be wired for am-
plification. If the board of directors
fur the privately owned center votes
to close the center, the bullding goes
to the library — Il the tibrary
docsn't want It, it goes to the clty.
And remember, In 1989, the lbrary
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atternpted to get voter appraval for
more space and a larger vperation
= hut failed.

If the seund from the center has
been so bad, why haven't the four
protesters been joined by anvqual or
greater nomber of other nejghbors?
Why hasn't the planning commisslon
accepled a maximum decibel level
(suggested by the center and-the Ob-
server) to give “loudness” a defini-
tion, rather than banning amphifica-
tion? . ;

What assurance can the tdmmls-
slon or council give the center that
their concerts will not be judged too
“loud™ even without amplification?
Why hasa't the commlission fpade an
issue out of the amplified concerts
the city has sponsored In Heritage
Park? i

To whom Is the planning commls-
sion accountable on decisiots like
their “no amplification™ ban? What
can the council do to prevent a fu-
ture planning commission ‘Weciston
from creating an even more dnger-
ous ditemsma for the council'!

The simple facts of this guc do
not explaln why It has mnsﬁ jamed
into timpasse — threatenlng the een.
ter, making the council appenr impo-
tent and consumlng hours of 1ax-paid
time, noy

Currently, the prlvnlcly}wownc«t
center does notl consume (directly)
our tax dollars, Its operation: is (f
nanced by user fces and charitable
#ifts. Maybe the planning commis-
slon’s torpedo is designed to change
all that, i

Joho £/Miller,
Farmlagton Hlits




