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ping dance tunes from 70
s of Broadway's hit musi-
cals in ane show.

Wayne State University's travel-
mg danre troupe called Mavin® The-
atre celebrates song and dance in its
new  touring show, “Decades of

E:MMHNE THE BEST toe-tap-

v, who is getting
tis master’s degi in directing,
eoordinates bookings and produc-
tions for the company. He says
there’s quite a bit of singing in the
current, high-energy, narrated pro-
duction. "Decades™ brings together a
lineup of the shows that have 1it up
Hroadway marquees and broken

hwuse reeards since the 1920s.
Highlights include the Charleston
from the "20s jitterbug from the *40s,
i hand-jive number from “Grease™
frum the '50s and a tap routine from
“420d Street”

plua SHDW- slopplng
in the Rain”
N A Chorus  Line,
“Grease,”  “Applause,” "Gypsy"
“West  Side Story," “Cats” and
“Sweet Charity.”

EVERY TUESDAY for the next 14
weeks, Movin® Theatre will 1ake o
the road to perform at assemblies
and workshops at schools,

through the ages ~ beginning with
Medleval dances of knights and la-
dies and stepping delicately through
the lace-cuff refinement of the Ba-
roque era, to the swirling grace of
waltzes inte the emphatic beat of
‘80s music.

WIHEN THE TROUPE put on a
workshop, schools sometimes speci-
fied interest in a particolar era. In
addition to teaching n dance and eti-
quette from the time, the troupe
brought costumes and dressed some-
one In the clothing of the period.
Workshops accommedate up to 50
students whe may learn the Charles.
ton, the frug or how to do a simple
tap routine.

‘The WSU theater program aims to
familiarize students with a sampling
of dances, clothing and etiquette
from many eras to prepare them for
the varied roles they may play in
(heir acting careel

Pallin explains ¢'re not a trad-
itional dance company because
we're part of the Theatre Depart-
ment." Plays are set in all eras so,
“We do all phases of dance — all
time eras.”

When plump Victoria reigned in
England, ladies wore long, full crina-
lines and flirted with fans. Modern
actresses trying out for plays set in
Victorian llmcs must mave and sit

ty centers and seplor citizen com-
plexes In Sautheastern Michigan, Oc-
caslonally the Detrolt iroupe has
danced as far {rom its Wayne State
home base as Canada or Ohio.

When Movin' Theatre performs at
the Macomb Center for the Perform-
ing Arts or at the Detroit Institute of
Arts Youtheatre, busloads of stu.
dents from 30-35 schools come to see
the fast-paced show. In recent years,
the troupe performed at the Fine
Foods Festival at Detrolt’s Hart Pla.
za and on TV's “Good Afternoon De-
trait.” It christencd a fountaln at the
Detroit Institute of Arts by dancing
in the water.

Nira Pullin, artistic director and
chereographer for Movin® Theatre,
faunded the company in 1977. As a
member of Wayne State's theater
faculty, she “'wanted more opportu-
nities for dancers, I saw so much tal-
ent.”

Most years the university Theatre
Department presents one musical
and a Christmas show with daneing.
1 realized that performess needed
tmore trajning and performing op-
portunitics in dance,” Pullin says, so
she started the all-student traupe,

Movin' Theatee's shows in previ-
aus years traced the history of dance

ankle.
tength puuw:ns and learn to affect
the correct, demure “availability”
with a fluttering fan.

Actors studying Victorian times
tearn how to bow correctly and how
to take snuff as Victorian

heatre
on road agai
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oul, or if they want a Bub Fosse style
dane2, T know one.”

Back in 1977, when Pullin started
Mn\m Theatre, she realized, "There
s a market, because 1 kepl getting
calls” The enthusiastic market for
dance holds steady year after year,
and after a season off, the troupe is
booked this year for nearly ab) regu-
tar Tuesday shows as well as for
some workshops and special events
including u pecformance for the uni-
versity's Hillberry Theatre.

“Bul we do have some time left,”
Tullin says. The group is in such de-
mand that. “If | could take students
out of school, I could book them full
time." Students, however, juggle
other Bonstelle es and outside
work schedules with the troupe’s
bookings. Members receive perform.
ing credit for their lubor of love but
no pay.

The current company is composed
mostly of students majoring in the-
ater, Besides Kenney., it includes an-
other Observer & Eccentric area
resident, Michael Serapiglia of Troy.
Other troupe members are David Fi-
glioli of Sterling Heights, Annessa
Kortes of St Clair Shores, Allen
McCoy of Okemos, Scott Peerbolte
ol Highland, Jennifer Potocki of
Warren, Robin L. Urban of Dear-
born, Brent Vance of Detroit and
Tracy Washburn of Romeo.

MEMBERS AUDITIONED last
spring to be part of the troupe. Last
fall they worked up the show and
ended the semester with a few
hake-d

did. Every era has its danees, its pro-
tocol and its fighting styles, Wayne's
Theatre Movement classes include
fight chorcography, which some-
times means fencing.

AN ACTGR who couldn't wield a
sword with daring grace wouldn't
stand a chance in auditions for Cyra-
no or Mcreutlo, Fight choreography
and feneing demonstrations remain
all-time favorites with student audi-
ences, Pullin says. “They love the ac-
tive ones best.”

Kate Kenncy. a troupe membder
from Rochester, says audiences so
far this year “like the upbeat songs
best.” Her persenal favorite is the
tap number from “42nd Street” be-
cause, “It's fun to make the music
with your fect.” She says she jolned
the company to learn to pick up
dances casily. “I've learned all dif-
ferent styles of dances, so when I go
to an audition and they want a tap
dance, 1 have one and can whip it

per . During
the current winter semester, the
troupe performs every Tues
en combining a morning show w

a movement and dance werkshop 1n
the afternoon.

Movin® Theatre charges $500 for a
45-minute show and $100-$150 for a
one-hour workshop. Proceeds from
performances don't completely cov.
ur expenses, however. Pullin s
cople don’t realize how much 1(
51s {0 mount a show.”

Transpartation, costumes,  sets,
musical tapes and promotions add
up. “One pair of jazz shoes costs $45.
We Just hope to break even
says. This year the troupe recelved a
grant from the Dayton Hudsan Corp.
to help defer expenses.

Bill Witson coordinates the multi-
ple details of taking the show on the
road, which Includes arranging
spartation far the troupe, the set

stumes. The set must be trans-

Movin' Theatre dance troupe members are
Scotl Peerbolte (top row, left) and Troy resi-
dent Michae! Serapiglia; Brent Vance (third
row, {from left) Allen McCoy and David Figlioli;

ported 1o the site and assembled and
struck fur every show.

Richard L. Anderson designed 20
lightweight, aluminum parts that
make a three-part Broadway mar.
quee 10 frame the performing area,
The side panels act as curtains for
entrances and exits and dressing
rooms for the quick-change cos-

tumes designed by Paula Trimpey.

Kate Kenney describes the basic
costumes as Units tops in coordinat-
cd, mixmatched colors worn with
teotards, Costumes changes for each
dance often entail “just adding on
little things to set the time of the
dance.” For '50s, the women wear

Rochnsler ros-denl Kate Kl:nny (second row,
from left) and Robin L, Urban; and Jennifer Po-
tocki (bottow row, from left), Tracy Washburn
and Annessa Korles,

poodle skirts and sweaters. Kitten
ears and milten paws transforni the
roupe into felines for the “Cats”
numver. Uncomplicated costumes
and a lightweight, casily assembled
set are a necessity for a “road show"
that brings Broadway's best dances
to a different school or community
organization every week,
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DINNER COUPON

Receive One Complimentary

Entree’ when you purchase an

Entree’ of equal value*

*Value up to §7.95. After 5 p.m.
with coupon only
Expires 2-2-90
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