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Chopin marathon bypasses fatigue

By Avigdor Zaromp
spectal writor

The Lyric Chamber Ensemble
reached another milestone with its
second annual Piano Fesitval. It fea-
tured some of the best Michigan pia-
nists to a full audience at Orchustra
Hall.

Finding the Michigan ptanists was
easy - severa could hold their own
in the company of their distine
guished,  professional  calleagues.
Coordinating  and  organizing (e
event was, of course, a far geeater
challenge. The ultimate  achieve-
menl, the event itself, consisting of
two successive afternoon progeams,
was dedicated alinost exclusively to
the msie of Chopin.

N Avigdor
Zaromp

Four hours of Chopin — that's
sutnething that even dichard Chopin
fans might connder &n overdose.
This was my inivad reaction, espe-
clally since Chogn, wrote for only
one mstrement.

Th t effeativ
ed such concerns w

nists participatiog, in additien to
smaller roles by musiclans on other
insteuments. The approaches were
almost as varied as the participating
thusicians — with all of them bung
valid artistic inlerpretations.

The participating pianists were
Fedora Horowitz, who is also the ar-
Listie director of the series, Joseph

and Michael Gurt (tather and son),
Mischa Kottler, Flavio Varani, Louis
Nage! and Karen Walwin.

Other instrumentalists were {lu-
tist Shaul Ben-Melr, cellist Marey
Chanteaux, soprane Ernestine Nim-
mons and physician-pianist Dochl
Lee in the tinal simultancous exhibi-
tion by alk eight planists.

While four hours of Chopin may
seern like a lot, only a small fraction
of his music was represented. His
four scherzi, were presented in the
first program by Joseph Gurt,
Varani, Horowitz and Michael Gurt.
1n that urder. Scherzo No, 2, which is
the probably the rnost often played,
was presented with a more penetrat-
ing approach here by Varani than
many other pL‘r(Drln’ln(‘Ls of it that 1

heard (and this comparison applies
only to such other performances —
not to participants of this event).

Anather impressive performance
of an aft-played selection was that of
the Burcurclle, in which Fedora
Horowitz was successful In achiev-
ing a sense of dynamic variety, Kot-
tler, who at the age of 81 is consid-
ered a living legend, inspired the au-
dience with a nocturne, an
impromptu and ballade {No. 3) in the
first program, lie received a stand-
g ovation {ollowing the challenging
Fuantasy in F minor in the second
program

Among the rare Chopin works on
thts program were the virtuosic var-
1ations for the flute on Rossini's
theme from “La Cenerentola.” the

Polunaise Brillante for Cello and Pi-
ane and two Polish sengs, sung in
English by Nimmons with another
song In French.

While fatigue can be expecled as
such a challenging program
progresses, the opposite happened.
The level of excitement and encrgy
kept increasing. culminating in an
exhibition of unabashed fun In the
arrangement of Chopin's famous
“Military" polonaise for four pianos,
16 hands.

This inspired arrangement, by Mi-
chacl Gurt, borrowed some ather
Chopin themes and ideas from else-
where for good measure. An encore
presentation of “Stars and Stripes
Forever,” again with the full group,
cuncluded this most exciting event.

L.afayette Quartet soars to great heights

By Avigdor Zaromp
special writer

Whal makes seme artists superior
Lo others? 1f we knew the answer 10
thal, many of us could Mecom -
complished artists by simply learn.
ng and sucking by somie basic rules

Amang these would be correct
technique, few if any wrong notes
and hopefully going through the mo-
tions of some dynamic and stylistic
conventions.

While these are important ingred-
ients in the art of performance, the
clevated form of art is far above
these elementary  cansiderations.
The Lafayeite Stroing Quartet is one

of the few groups of its kind that has
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attained 4 level far above these ob-
Jectives, Thes was  demonstrated
at Varzer Hal). OQukland Uni-
Swnday.
An unconventional work on this
program  was by Ruth Crawford

(1901-1953), an Ohir native why com-
posed her shor, siring quariet in
lJ'll

Being adiittediy prejudiced
century works,
unfamiliar com-

sees, 1 was anticipating another
expurumm in ugly di and

review

works that are forcibly shoved inte

cars of reluctant Jisteners, Few

are the artists whe would admit,

however, that on some occasions the

~pokun word is, indecd, helpiul in es-
lishing artistic

2

noises that pass for music, However,
s pleasantly surprised.

FOLLOWING AN introduction
from the stage explaining the work's
the jerformance made far
nuore sense tun most 20th century

The other two more established
works on this program were quartets
by Haydn amd Schubert. Of these,
Schubert’s “Death and the Maiden™
is the better known. Haydn's Quartet
Op. 33 Nu. 2 is nicknamed “The
Joke,” due to its unexpected pauses
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between fragments of the theme 1o
the final ovement.

It was in these works that one
could feel the sense of elevation. The
Lafayete has performed this Haydn
Quartet in the past. Given the {act
that Haydn wrote more than 80
quartets, much of this muterial is
unknown to most listeners {and erit-
ics). This performance was gifferent
than manay others of & dn Quir.
1et, which one tends to hear. enjoy
and forget.

It was one of the few occasions in
which this music assumed & defini-
tve identity, as opposed to a random
faceless object picked from a large
file This sense of identity was a trib-
ute to the artistic, penetrating ap-
proach, rather than just a conse-
quence of some familiarity of the
themes:

AMONG THE MANY perfor-
mances of Schubert’s “Death and the
Maiden™ Quartet that I have heard,
few had an impact as intense as In
this performance. While it is possible
to reproduce some of the drama in
this music by producing some pre-
caleulsted sound cffects — placing
the accents in the right spots and

knowing when a crescendo is due —
such an effect wouldn't approach the
impact of an artistically inspired
performance.

To be sure, the members of the
Lafayette Quartet are technically
proficient and wetl disciplined,
which enables them to  produce
string chords that are clean and im-
pressively coordinated. But it is
their deep perception of the music
that makes the difference between
this and a routine performance.

The Lafayette Quartet, recently
returned from a debut in New York,
received a critical acelaim in the
New York Times. This group may
not need my reviews apymore, but 1
am loaking forward to their next
performance
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Our $69* special rate is
the spring thaw you've
been waiting for.

Remember a few months ago when that first snow
fell, and it lovked so darn fresh and pretty? But that

excitement only lasted until the first time vou tound
yourself scraping ice off your windshield with a
credit card, wishing you hadn’t lost your glov

Well, we don't mean to be cruet, but spring is still a
amd you need a break now!

So right now, for just $69° a night on Fridays and
Saturdays you can be surrounded by waterfalls and
exotic trees at the new Embass!
Livonia. Our special rate includ
2 roam suite for the price of a single room

uites Hotel in

i Complimentary manager’s reception each

i7j Cable TV, microwave and available mini-bar
7 Complimentary cooked-to-order breaktast
3 24 hour pool, whirlpool, sauna and exercise room

Kick the snow off
your boots on the way in.

Detroit-Livonia
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