School district won’t file suit against

By Darrolt Clam
statl writer

Walled Lake school officlals have
pledged not 1o file another lawsuit
challenging Commerce Township's
Dowatown Development Aulhority.

The decision came two weeks ago,
despite projeclions that schools will
lose $1.4 million 1o the DDA in £990-
91 and willions more in coming
years.

An agreemient averting a lawsuit
was signed by the schoo) hoard, the
township board and the DDA board,
schoel district spokeswoman  Lols
Lange said Yast Monday.

The agreement came five years

10 cuntinue its practice of returning
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Lake School District :

25 pereent of the diverted taxes to
the school district on an annual b
sis. That resulted in the district re-
ing about §275,000 last school

after Commerce Township formed
the DDA and began diverting would-
be tax revenues from the school dis-
trict te the DDA. The district in-
cludes northwest Farmingten Hills.
The funds arc being used to ex-
pand water and sewer services in the
DDA area, which township officials
have decided to expand In & move
that sparked concerns about a re-
vived lawsuit by school officlals.
School officials lest an carlier
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year,
Also under the new agreement, the

court battle against the DDA, 4 fac-
tor thal apparently prompted them
1o seek the new agreement that
brought  some  concessions  from
Camemerce Township.

FOR EXAMPLE, Cornmerce offi-
cials huve agreed not to divert funds
from new school millages that may
be sought and approved in coming
years, Lange said.

Moreover, the township has vowed

amount returned 1o the school dis
trict would increase by roughly
$175,000 a year, beginning in 1993,
according to Commerce Township
Supervisor Robert Long.

Though school officials agreed not
10 sut the township, they issued a
prepared statement indicating that
they still temain concerned about
the DDA's imspact on school funding.

The DDA “places 4 hardship upon

Thursday, Junuaty 25, 1990 (&4
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the schoob district by diverting mil-
lions of dollars from the schools 1o
cipal projects,” the statement

said

“As state law provides no recourse
for a school district should a munici-
pality decide to expand an existing
DDA, the district is pleased to have
been able to negotiate {an) agree-
ment which limits to some extent the
long-terrn financial effects of the
DDA

But the stateinent closed by noting
that the loss of tax revepues “re-
mains a concern to school officials
as enrollment continues to grow and
the distriet tnust add the cost of op-

erating additional cl.sssroums and
boildings 1o }ts budget.”

Commerce officials appeared
pleased with the agreement, though
Long said “there was no question
that the township had the right” 1o
form and expand the DDA.

The latest bond Issue of $4.5 mil-
lion will be paid off over a 15-year
period, during which funds wlli be
diverted from schools to pay for the
DDA project.

The DDA ares is roughly bounded
by 14 Mile to the south, Haggerty
Read to the east, Richardson Road
to the north and a jagged boundary
to the west.
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New Morning School
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New Chapel Construction

Save Now - Limited Availability

information,

The Resurrection Chapetl is scheduled to be completed in
1989-1990 on a lakefront setting at Oakland Hills
Memorial Gardens.

Pre-Construction prices are now in effect. Interior faceted
stained glass niches are now #1590 for two. Exterior .
mausoleum crypts start at *1,660 per person. !
Interior crypts start at under *6,000 for two.

Prices are scheduled to increase as construction proceeds.
Special terms are available for Senior Citizens. Complete
cremation planning also available.

To assure your choice at today's prices, send in the
coupon below or call Oakland Hills for additional
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