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Making a splash!

Local sports magazine launches ‘tasteful’ swimsuit edition

By Pat Murphy
slatt writar

brighten up the l'xxlhinud
pu ublisher Michacl n. a
atreprencur who mixed Inm-
ness and pleasure when be began the
¢ in 1987,
tat of time in Flo

Questinn: How d
magazine make
troil ard sporf

s & struggling
lash with De-

Answer: Publish & swimsuit edi- and owacr of Heidi's
bon with 10 beausty parlors in
Sport - Leteoit, a Birminghatm. nand 38 nationally.

Lased magazine, will take its imita-
nton af Sports Mustrated ane wmore
Mep niext month when it comes out
ullll a 10-page swimswil edition

“Is fust o litle something to

Hut when he was growing up in
Oak P typival Dee
troit sports nut, aying setne sports,
but living and dying with the Tigers,
Lions, the University of Michigan

Publlshev Michael Siein says swimsuit edition will boost
Sports Detroit with both genders.

and Michigan State Umversity, he
said

IT WAS EASY to follow his De-
tront teams when he attended Miechi-
gan State Uni\ of 7

ul “75). But it was wry dl((l(ull when
he attended the London School of
Feonomies {elass of '76)

“That was when Mark ‘the Bird
Fidsych was doing so well with the
Tu,v:r- E signply coutdn’t get enough
REWS

Haunled by that experience and
willing to bet other information-
starved Detroit sports fans offered a
husiness spportunity, Stein turned 1o
publishing.

The initial magazine was a tabloid
mixing professional, college and par-
ticipatory sports such as scuba div-
10 and Michigan triathletes.

It was also & bust.

The format, but not the magazine,
was scrapped after five issues,

In April 1988, Sport Detroit re,
lished, this time with a distinctive
Sports Hlustrated formal — glossy,

8y Pat Murphy
sinll weitet

One might expect photos for a De-
troit sports magazine 10 be shot at
Tiger Stadium, the Sitverdome, the
aliee or in scente sellings such as a
Lake Michgan or Detroit  River
shoreline.

Sport Delrail swim sit issue coor-
dinator Ed Rondina 1gaered those
seemingly legical chuices, however,
in favor of “the Schvitz,” a 50-some-
year-old bathhouse

mufti-colored
photos and s

It had a he 5 bn pra
and college sports, with a tew off-
stories. Besides the sw i
edition, for example, the March is-
rludes o story about Eric Line
4 16 -year-ohl hoeky player who
Furminglon.

pages.

THE FEBRUARY issuc [L.lluru: i
Re

¥
short update fea-
ture on "Shoc * Huflman, a substi-
tule on MSU's 197879 national
championship basketball team who
founded und is now presldent the Na.
tional Bureau of Credit in Dallas.
Besides a small cadre of staff
wrilers, S has featured a number of
contributing writers, including well-
knowns such as Tom Gage, b
riter for The Detroit Ne!
aret, sports reporter for \unx ™
ein offers ne argument — or
apology — 10 any who might criti-
cize his publication as an imitation
of Sports Tilust
“IUs vl

uccessful marketing

posing at

The Schvitz Health Club, on the
north side of Detroit, eatered 10 &
male Jewish clieatele and was built
wn an art deco style in the 1930s.

It has since opened its doors 10 4
broader segment of society and is
aow a trendy nightspot featuring co-
ed Turkish steambaths — clothing
optivnal - fine food and X-rated
filins, also optional

Besides being distinetively De-
troit, the Schvitz has a eertain deca.
dence that appealed to tim. Rendina
s

Stein wins ruling

By Pat Murphy
stalf writer

Michael Stein, who grew up in Oak
Park, has cstablished himsell as a
fawyer, entrepreneur and publisher

But a ruling by the Florida Su-
preme Court last week reinforced
his claim 10 an equally cherished
title — purent

Thut stule’s hugh vourt pul sulae

sunshine in the lives of Michael and
Hayal Stein by ruling they are the
legal parents of Andrew Stein, the
son Michael fathered with Patricia
Foster, a surrogate mother from
Monroe

“T'm extremely happy about the
decision.” Stein said last week from
the Birmingham offices of Sport De-

Pleuse turn 1o Page 13

th
Mhce '»D hecame an imitation of ST,
Stein said,

ulher mtlmpd t.m ard

Most of SD's sales are lrum the
newsstand. But 4 good percentage is
subscription  sales  from  out-of-
presumably die-hard Detroit
funs with insatiable appelites for for
hametown sports news.

About 30 percent of its readers are
wormen. Stein said

STEIN DOESN'T pretend that his
dition s geared for the
female readers, .nllhmu,h
he belie ny will enjoy it

e sees it as a refreshing editorial
break, much like a January thaw in
the nltierwise bleik Michigan win-
ter.

Men will like it, Stein predicts. But
so will womnen

“Our swimsull cdition 15 mate
tasteful than Sports Nlustrated's SE
uses nationally known models in ex-

olie setungs We use .nll er:hig'm
smodvls with local settings

Indeed, al) 72 models who audi-
tinned for the swinsuit edition earli-
er this month claim le have roots in
the Detrait a said Ed Rondina,
whi conrdinated the S swimsuit
edition.

Rondina 1s o 1974 graduate of Ei- -
senhewer  High School in Shelby
Township whu stedied business ad-
ministration 81 Oakland University
for Ahree years He won numerous
hunors as @ tenms player and has
heen @pastructor ot places such us
ther Rochester Hills Racquet Club,
the Pluss Hollow Country Club in
Southfweld and the Red Run Country
Club in foyil Dak

He juined Heldi s & halr stylist
and eventually became artstic di-
rector (or e chain after working
wath adversing and marketing pro-
fessianaly

Although he still styles hair at
Merdi s i Blaarnlield Hills, Ropdina
ala oversees the salon's advertising
m Vogue and other natienal maga-
zines

‘the Schviiz’

I hked the contrast between the
chipped. decaying marhle and our
fresh modets ™

AT LEAST one of the models
agteed. Rebecea King. o 1983 gradu-
ate of Lincoln Park High School. sid
she felt “like 2 mobster's girlfriend”™
when she posed in an old-fashioned
swimsuit.

Part of her professional back-
ground, King said, was a bit part as
a mobster’s giclitiend in the pilot ¢p-
isode of Miami Vice.

Rondina insists he was striving for
a sophisticated. artsy effect in the
E suit edition.

“We didn't want breasts spilling
out of & swimsuit. We wanted sug-

gested sensuality.

Asked to distinguish between “sug-
gested sensuality™ and soft pornog-
raphy, Rondina equivocited. The dof -
ference is in the eye of the beholder.
. “Bat it’s there.”

d she was ap-
ense of ar-

pealing 1o the viewer

tistry when she modeled a “body
glu\e N
“ wonld never do T&A sng

Model Slephanie Stavros,
who atlended school in
Farminglon Hills, says swim-
suits and poses are tasteful.
Stavros, a 1988 graduate of Mercy
Eligh School a Farmington Hills.
Please turn to Page 11

Sale 329.99
Mitsubishi 18" ding. mens,
color "I'V. Check out the
big sights. the sounds and
the big games on
Mitsubishi with wireless
remote control,
125-¢hannel compatibilty
and onesereen display.
Madel 1946, Rep. &
100

.90,

Lk-off it receives. JVC d-head unit features on-sereen

coptrol and e
e d

Sale 399,99 JVC A-head VCR, This player will run back every
ki

prpgramming, 181-chanel compatibilty, index search, remote
yotoruse functions. Maodel 1620, Rep. 43095,

only.

Sale 599.99 Sony st

HUDSON’S

EL=CTRONICS

HUDSON'S OPER MOR

# USEZYOUR’HUDSON 'S 'SHOPPING CARD, VISA® MasterCard®:The:American Express®.Ca
A 10-9; OPEN SUN 176

ereo hi-li VCR. See any game from an
entirely new perspective, This 4-head unit from Sony includes
MI'S stereo broadenst reception, 181-channel compatibility, on-
screen programming and remote control with VHS-HQ high
quality picture. Model SLV555, Reg. 669

3000*

. 80¥ Metro stores .
Sale ends February 4, .

Flectronics at all stores except Lansing
Mall and Fort Wayne.

*Tutal units ot all Hudson's stones kisted.

Sale 399.99°
Mitsubishi
sterea TV. All the makings
for the Video Hall of Fame.
Features include MTS

stereo broadeast reception,
18 1-channel compatibility,
Quick View function. auto-
off timer and wire
remote control. .\lmlol
2015, Reg. 1419.90,

Sale 16.99 Scotch T120 video tape
S-pack, A terrific price on the right tupe
for all your mcordmg needs. lhg 22.95.

.or Discover® Card.

0" ding. meas.
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